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Social Distancing—A New Norm
The social distancing that we are
practicing to reduce the spread of the
Coronavirus has kept us physically separate
as a faith community but by no means apart
in spirit. We are gathering via cyberspace
whether your connection is through the
church’s newly designed website (same
address: www.zluth.org), Facebook page or
YouTube. While I enjoy finding creative
venues as backdrops for the worship
services, I miss seeing you each week,
especially our gatherings around the Lord’s
Table. But we must be attentive to social
distancing, and so, Council recently
approved suspending all worship services
and group gatherings through April 30.
The Coronavirus pandemic has brought
some families closer together, while for
others, physical separation continues due to
geographical distance. My heart aches for
those who are “stuck” on cruise ships or in
distant lands, with no end in sight for
returning “home.” My daughter-in-law
remains in Germany but hopes to travel to
the U.S. in late April.
My husband and I have enjoyed the
company of our young adult children, Philip
and Elizabeth. They are telecommuting
during the work week, but become “weekend
chefs,” serving delicious dinners on Saturday
evening and brunches on Sundays. We have
enjoyed “road trips” to record worship
services. And, they are good spirited about
serving as worship assistants so that you are
not listening only to my voice. All in all, the
past three weeks have not been “that bad.”

The current situation reminds us of the
social separation that was practiced in ancient
times for people with leprosy. Such a skin
condition was considered “unclean” and was
treated with “shame.” And so, lepers were cut
off from society—from their family, friends,
and from worship in the synagogue/Temple.
When Jesus healed lepers, he gave them “new
life.” They could return to their social circles
and be a part of the community once again.
We will experience that return to social
gatherings—in time. Meanwhile, I encourage
you to watch the on-line worship services or
listen to a televangelist if you don’t use the
internet, read your Bible, call a friend,
neighbor, or someone to enjoy a conversation
and to reconnect, try a new recipe, get out for a
walk and some exercise, listen to music that
you enjoy. Be creative. Use your time to do
something that you have been putting off.
Look at this quarantine as a time of
opportunity rather than crisis.
And, pray to God for mercy on us all—for
those who have contracted the virus, for those
who have lost loved ones, for those who are
separated from their family and friends, for
medical personnel and emergency responders,
for anyone who comes to mind in this time of
social separation.
And don’t forget to laugh. After all, there is
a lot of humor out there on the internet. So I’ll
leave you with an image that I found. Enjoy it.
Be well. Know that I am praying for you.
In Christ’s service, Pastor Van Orden

However, I am concerned for those of
you who live alone or who feel isolated from
family and friends. In response to this
concern, the Evangelism and Card Ministry
members are starting a “care chain”
ministry. They will divide the members and
regular visitors to touch base by telephone.
This way, we stay connected and get to hear
a voice—again, other than mine.
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Worship News

Worship Services are suspended
through April 30, 2020.

All worship Services
Website: www.zluth.org
(Worship tab—then click on sermons)
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/zluth
YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran ChurchHummelstown,” then subscribe.

Holy Week
worship
Palm/Passion Sunday
April 5, 2020
Holy Wednesday Healing Service
April 8, 2020
Maundy Thursday
April 9, 2020
Good Friday
April 10, 2020

Palm
Branches
After Pastor Van
Orden blesses the
palm
branches,
they
will
be
available for you to
pick up outside the front and rear
doors of the education building by
Sunday, April 5, 2020.

The Resurrection of
Our Lord
Easter Sunday
April 12
Easter 2
April 19
Easter 3
April 26

Easter
Flowers
You may pick up
Easter flowers in
the narthex:
Tuesday—Thursday, April
during regular office hours.

14—16,
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Council News

The Congregation Council met on Thursday,
March 19, 2020 in Leatherman Hall to honor
the social distancing guidelines in the midst
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Five persons
joined
the
meeting
by
Zoom
teleconferencing. Many thanks to Tim
Bastian for setting up the tables and media
for this meeting.
Lynn Knepp offered devotions—”be positive
in the midst of the Coronavirus; reach out to
those who live alone.”
Lynn Knepp presented the Financial report
which was accepted by the Council.
Pastor Van Orden provided a written report.
She announced that the newly designed
website is to launch on either March 23 or 24
(the actual launch was Monday, March 23).
President Rich Weiss shared news regarding
grants through Senator DiSanto’s office for
nonprofits who are making building
modifications to enhance security. The next
window for applications is the end of 2020.
He commended this opportunity to the
Property Committee.
He also announced that a letter will be sent
to the congregation on Friday, March 20, to
share updates regarding worship services
and other activities at the church through the
end of March.
Peggy Wilson offered an update as chair of
the Call Committee. Pastor Beth Martini,
assistant to the Bishop, has candidates for
consideration.
All other committees presented either verbal
or written reports with no action needed by
Council.
President Rich Weiss expressed appreciation
to everyone for attending the meeting and
honoring the social distancing guidelines.

Membership News
No updates this month.

Mark Your Calendars!
The 6th Annual 5K
Hummelstown Hunger Run
Saturday, May 9th at 10:00 am
This event will
feature a chip timed
race, as well as a
family and petfriendly walk along
the beautiful streets
of Hummelstown –
all while supporting
a great cause!
OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE
will
be
providing free food and SWEET DAWGS
will be providing free frozen yogurt after the
event for participants and volunteers!
Besides runners and walkers, we need
volunteers and sponsors to make this a
successful event. Help fill someone else’s
stomach – it’ll warm your heart.
To register and/or volunteer, please visit us
online at
https://htownhungerrun.wixsite.com/
hummelstown5k
Registrants and volunteers who bring a nonperishable food item for our collection bin
will be entered into a drawing for one of the
many gift certificates provided by our local
sponsors. Last year our sponsors provided
over 100 gift certificates.
Join the race—cheer the runners—have fun!
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Christian Education

Social Ministry

Stewards of God’s Love

Vacation Bible School
June 15—19, 2020
This year we are trying something very
different with Vacation Bible School. We are
partnering with Trinity United Methodist
Church to offer a joint program in the park—
Alexander Park, 109 Graystone Drive,
Hummelstown.
We are grateful for the opportunity to work
with another congregation—one right next
door—to share the Word and love of God to
children who are churched and unchurched.
Watch for opportunities to volunteer!

Stewardship Ministry
“The Gifting Tree”
Find The Gifting Tree
in the narthex for you to
choose an item, or more,
that you would like to
financially support. This
campaign is to help
bridge the gap for
incidentals in the church
budget. Please select a
donation leaf from the
tree.
Gifting
Tree
envelopes are available to be placed in the
church offering plate or dropped off at the
office. Please fill out your information in the
binder so we can personally thank you.

Lenten Sock Drive
Socks are one of the items
most needed by the
homeless and transient
population. Bring your
donations to the narthex
and parlor through Palm/
Passion Sunday, April 5,
2020. We have collected
391 so far, help us reach
our goal of 500 pairs of men’s white socks!
Socks will be divided between Christ
Lutheran Harrisburg and the Bethesda
Mission.

Hummelstown
Food Pantry
Needs
Brownie mix
Pasta sauce
Spam
Chicken/beef
broth

Dried pasta
Chunky soups

Church Parking Lot Yard Sale
Saturday, May 16, 2020
8:00 am —2:00 pm
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Minister of Music

Dear Friends in the Lord,
I write to you all with great enthusiasm for
becoming the music director of Zion
Lutheran, which I have found to be a
community of faithful, loving, and devoted
people of the Lord. In the coming months
and years, I look forward to becoming a
thread in the fabric of this community by
getting to know you as a congregation and as
individuals.
Let me get right into introducing myself. My
name is Tyler Harnsberger, and I was born
and raised in Harrisburg, PA. I love this area
of Pennsylvania. The rolling farm lands,
mountains, friendly down to earth people
make it an easy place to call home. My family
has very old roots in the Central PA area,
mostly immigrants from Germany and
Switzerland back in the 1700’s. In fact, I
believe that some of my relatives are buried
in the old cemetery behind the church. My
family roots are something I derive great
strength and meaning from, and having
some of my forbearers as neighbors in the
back gives me a good connection to this place
already.
My musical education started very early. My
father is a guitarist and wrote much of his
own music, so music was always in the
house. I have always sung in a choir nearly
every year of my life since preschool, and
began to study piano at the age of five. My
vocation to become an organist and choir
director was realized at around six years old.
I recall going to a small Lutheran church out
in the countryside near Carlisle. Hearing the
organ and the choir was always my favorite
part of the service--perhaps because it meant
that the pastor was not talking, or because
God was inspiring me to a life as a church
musician. Who knows? But, I knew in those
moments that I wanted to learn how to play
the organ.
In college, I studied music at Mansfield
University of Pennsylvania. My primary
instrument was voice, and the ambition was
to become an opera singer. During my
sophomore year of college I began to study

the organ as a minor. My very first teacher,
James Harrington, was incredibly strict and
painstakingly methodical. His rigor was
sometimes overwhelming, but I look back
with gratitude on the musical wisdom he
gave me. It was also in college that I became
active in my faith life. I fondly remember
going to bible studies, prayer groups, and to
Sunday church with many of the other
students.
Right out of college, I started working at my
previous position, St. Rose of Lima Catholic
Church in York, PA. Working there made me
realize that one of my favorite parts of being
a church musician is becoming a part of the
lives of people whom you serve. These
community connections are what feed me
and inspire me to make music. The liturgy
there was a profoundly formative experience.
I love how liturgy is a very real encounter
with the Living God. The Lord is truly made
present to us in the signs and actions of the
liturgy, in the readings from scripture, and in
the music and art. We are blessed here at
Zion Lutheran with a beautiful liturgical and
musical tradition which I look forward to
serving and carrying on for future
generations.
When I am not on the organ bench,
conducting the choir, or planning music for
church services, I do enjoy my leisure time. I
have an inordinate love for cooking and
nutrition. The relationship between food and
health is a fascinating one to me. I spend
lots of time going to farmers markets, talking
with farmers about their food, and cooking
nutritious meals for myself and my friends. I
love spending as much time in nature as
possible. Weather permitting; I usually go
out hiking in the mountains nearly every
day.
I look forward to writing in my column here
frequently and sharing ideas with you. Be
healthy. Keep a prayerful Lent. We shall see
each other in church soon when God deigns
it so.
God Bless You!
Tyler Harnsberger
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With Appreciation
From Love INC...

From Betty Harris...

I would like to thank the
congregation for my 99th birthday
card shower. It is greatly appreciated
and made me very happy to receive
your beautiful cards.

A big thank you to Deb and Rich
Weiss for their donation of a
wheelchair for the church to use.

From Christ Lutheran Church...
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With Appreciation continued
Many thanks to Pastor Van Orden for
providing this online service - it was very
much needed during this crucial time. Be
well, -Georgia Kreiser
Thank you. It was very special to hear your
message and to remind me of my hope in
faith and Jesus Christ and to help me retain
my sense of community with the members of
my church.—Susan Zacher
Thank you so much for putting your prayer
service on line. I truly feel a direct
connection to the service and you.—Newman
Stare
Glenn and I want to thank you for the
worship service and sermon we got via
YouTube. What a blessing to have the
technology to be able to keep in touch during
this difficult time. Blessings, - Ruth Hoffer
Thank you so much for sharing with us. In
this time of the unknown, the boys and I
enjoyed listening this evening and praying
together. Stay healthy and peace be with you
all.—Rachel, Jacob, and Chase Moyer.
I really enjoyed the sermon Pastor, and
thank you to your family for the readings,
etc. This really is the next best thing to
actually attending church and is so uplifting
to my soul! Like a breath of fresh Spring air.
Thanks so much.—Diane Schubert.
Well done, great thoughts for today. THANK
YOU! On a light note, I must say it was kind
of neat to sit here at the table with my laptop
and coffee, in our bathrobes and "attend
church." And since the topic was perspective,
I need to add that today's service will stick in
my memory as one of those special services
that you remember, like a service around a
campfire or a women's retreat, that sort of
thing. Thanks for a new perspective in many
ways including how as we see those around
us in a new light. Comfort too as we deal
with this time of uncertainty. Many thanks
to all who made this service possible.
Blessings to all, -Irma and Jim Stough
It
was
wonderful
to
have
such
technology. Thank you for your willingness
to service God in this capacity.
-Brian Norris and Kathy Landis

I enjoyed and needed the on-line service, and
I am excited that you have entered the world
of streaming sermonology! Thank you, to
your off-camera assistants, and to Tim! - Bob
Rudi.
I would like to thank Pastor Van Orden and
Tim and want to let them know how much I
appreciate having services brought into my
home on Sundays. It has given me a great
deal of comfort during this time of the
Corona virus.—Susan Johnson
Thank you (and your family) so much for
providing yesterday’s service. David and I
just finished participating from our office –
“where two or more are gathered . . .” I
didn’t really want to watch alone yesterday,
and David said the same when her arrived at
the office this morning! I am hoping to keep
my eyes open to Christ throughout this
quarantine period. I do fear for those who
live alone, not only their physical health but
mental health. I have some colleagues who
have been tested and I would appreciate any
prayers for them and all who have been
afflicted. But we will survive the best we can
and continue to reach out with love for
others. Peace be with you and your family.—
Cindy Shingler
Miss the beautiful church but we must obey
the rules and are grateful for online
messages no bad hair days during this wait
process be safe. -Bob and Betty Kautz
I just wanted to let you know how much I
enjoyed your virtual sermon last week. It was
uplifting and encouraging to follow along
and say the prayers with you. It had such a
calming effect on me as it reminded me of
our visits this past year. It means a lot and I
look forward to hearing today’s (3/22)
sermon on the anniversary of Jerry’s
passing. Thank you and God’s blessings! Ruth Kerstetter
Nicely done! Thank you!
- Brian and Karen Parr
Thank you for worshiping with us. I miss the
fellowship but am glad to share time on
Sunday morning virtually. Peace be with you.
-AletaAnn Sultana
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Special Occasions
Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:

Patricia Logan
Celebrates 82 years
April 5, 2020
Ms. Patricia Logan
7580 Morning Star Avenue
Harrisburg, PA 17112

Leanne Halpin
Celebrates 83 years
April 13, 2020
Mrs. Leanne Halpin
1125 Azalea Drive
Warminster, PA 18974

Nicholas Leitner
Celebrates 94 years
April 27, 2020
Mr. Nicholas Leitner
220 Quarry Road
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Easter Flower Dedications
In Honor Of
In thanksgiving for: the people of Zion; their
kindness, generosity and faithfulness. - By The
Rev. Lois Van Orden
Caleb Kiessling - By his grandparents, John &
Jill Kiessling
Lynn & Rose Knepp - By Lorraine Knepp
Christopher Good; Cathleen, Jeff, Joey, Maggie
& Nicky DiCello - By Michael & Cherryl Good
In Memory Of
Loved ones - by The Rev. Lois Van Orden
Jean & Jim Landis- By their children; Ann
Kopp, Rick Landis, Jill Kiessling & their
families
Newman H. & Anna Stare - By their son
Newman Stare
Martin & Joan Deimler & Son - By Newman
Stare
Iva & Jacob Wanamaker - By Their
grandchildren; Ann Kopp, Rick Landis, Jill
Kiessling & their families

In Memory Of
Esther & Cassel Landis - By their
grandchildren; Ann Kopp, Rick Landis, Jill
Kiessling & their families
Albert C. Demey Family - By The Alice Demey
Estate
Margaret & Ralph E. Shope, Sr.; Ralph E.
Shope, Jr. - By The Alice Demey Estate
Glenn Van Winkle - By Shirley Van Winkle
Esther & Melvin Holmes - By Barbara Holmes
John & Eleanor Viehdorfer Sr. - By John &
Margaret Viehdorfer
Anna & Wilson Reider; Albert Demey Reider By Margaret & John Viehdorfer
Richard & Margaret Good - By Michael &
Cherryl Good
Pauline, Jack, William & Charles Killian - By
Michael & Cherryl Good
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April Calendar
*Events subject to change due to changing conditions
with respect to the Coronavirus pandemic.

All worship Services
Website: www.zluth.org
(Worship tab—then click on sermons)

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/zluth
YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church-Hummelstown, then subscribe.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
3

Saturday

1

2

9:00 AM Food
Pantry

5:00 PM Food Pantry Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

11

5

6

7

8

9

Passion/Palm Sunday
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

Holy Wednesday
9:00 AM Food
Pantry

Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
5:00 PM Food Pantry Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

12

13

14

15

16

18

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
6:30 PM Stewardship
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
11:00 AM 5:30
PM LARK Theatre
Studio

5:00 PM Food Pantry Church Office
6:30 PM CongregaClosed
tion Council via Zoom
conference call.

Church Office
Closed

25

The Resurrection of Our Easter Monday
Lord—Easter Sunday
Church Office
7:30 PM AA
Closed
8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

10

4

17

19

20

21

22

23

Easter 2
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
Pantry

5:00 PM Food Pantry Church Office
Closed

24

26

27

28

29

30

Easter 3
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
Pantry

5:00 PM Food Pantry

Church Office
Closed
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Zion Messenger
May Newsletter

Worship Services of Holy Communion
Two worship services: 8:00 and 10:30 am
Sunday School Classes for all ages at 9:15 am

Deadline is:

The Rev. Lois K. Van Orden, Interim Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/zluth/

Monday
April 20, 2020

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

April 2020

The Resurrection of Our Lord

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email,
please call the church office at (717)566-2589.
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