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And the Stories Continue...
One is a story of struggle and death, of
fear and isolation. The other is a story of
beauty and life, of great joy and freedom.
Both stories are happening simultaneously in
our world.
One is the story of the COVID-19
pandemic. The news changes daily about the
number of identified cases and deaths, the
precautions that we must take to prevent the
spread of the virus, and the financial
stimulus packages approved by Congress.
We no sooner adjust to one form of social
distancing, only to learn that we must adopt
another measure—such as the current one of
wearing face masks in public. It is a
challenging time that is fraying many nerves.
The Congregation Council just voted at
the April meeting to suspend all worship
services through May 31, and, should the
suspension be lifted for June, that we would
move to one worship service for the summer
as we have done in past years. Then, I
learned that congregations should exercise
care with gathering for worship, whenever
that may be. Suggestions include offering
multiple worship service times to minimize
the number of people gathering for worship,
using gloves to distribute communion, and
prohibiting any form of physical contact
(hugging, shaking hands, etc.) when greeting
others or sharing the peace. Above all, we are
not to encourage a “pull out all of the stops”
gathering for worship once the stay-at-home
order is lifted, resulting in a large crowd.
So what does all of this mean for us at
Zion? “Adaptability” is at the top of my
list. The more responsive that we are to the
ever-changing climate of this pandemic, the
better equipped that we will be to ward off
this contagion, thus remaining healthy. Next
on my list is “Awareness.” Keep informed
of
current
measures
through
the
communications being distributed by the
church—this newsletter, the website, snail
mailings, and telephone calls. And finally, be

“Connected” with one another through
telephone calls, prayer, email/snail mail, etc.
Call a friend. Offer prayers. Send a card with a
“thinking of you” message.
The other is the story of the Resurrection
of Our Lord. God raising Jesus from the dead
was a miracle that had never been done before.
Jesus’ disciples had to adapt to a whole new
way of thinking about death and new life. They
became quickly aware of his being raised
from the dead through his post-resurrection
appearances—stories that we read on Easter
Sunday and on the Second and Third Sundays
of Easter. And finally, the disciples remained
connected with Jesus and one another as
they gathered together, at first behind locked
doors but then by returning to their labors,
i.e., fishing (John 21:1-14). During the forty
days of Easter, Jesus remained connected with
his disciples to encourage and support them in
their commissioning for mission.
The emotional state of the disciples after
Jesus’ crucifixion was similar to our emotional
states in the midst of this pandemic: fear,
uncertainty, isolation. After the resurrection,
however, Jesus greeted the disciples with
words of peace and breathed the Holy Spirit
upon them, preparing them for mission. His
appearances filled with disciples with joy and
encouraged them for their new lives as his
apostles.
In this Easter Season, let us pray for Jesus
to come into our places of isolation, to breathe
the gift of the Holy Spirit into our lives,
pushing the COVID-19 pandemic into the
history books and to infuse us with new life.
Yes, there is the story of the COVID-19
pandemic, but the story of the Resurrection of
Our Lord is more powerful than anything else
that tries to steal life from us. In the gift of the
Resurrection, we are set free to proclaim this
good news of Life.
Be well and Peace be with you,
Pastor Van Orden
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Worship News

Worship Services are suspended
through May 31, 2020.

All worship Services
Website: www.zluth.org
(Worship tab—then click on sermons)
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/zluth
YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran ChurchHummelstown,” then subscribe.

Fifty Days of Easter
4 Easter
Jesus the Good
Shepherd
May 3

6 Easter
May 17
7 Easter
May 24

5 Easter
Happy Mother’s Day
May 10

Pentecost Sunday
May 31
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Council News

The Congregation Council met on Thursday,
April 16, 2020 via Zoom conference calling.
Rich Weiss offered devotions, reading
reflections by Martin Luther of the 1527 out
break of the Black Plague in Wittenberg,
Germany.
Lynn Knepp presented the Financial report
which was accepted by the Council.
Pastor Van Orden provided a written report,
noting that much has changed in society, and
specifically with regard to worship, since the
March Council meeting. The new website
was launched on March 23. The recorded
worship services are well-received. Folks
really appreciated the Palm/Passion Sunday
recording with the inclusion of the “The
Palms,” sung by the congregation five years
ago (thanks to Kris Eisenbise for providing
the recording) and the Easter Sunday
recording with the decorated sanctuary
(thanks to Jill Kiessling).
President Rich Weiss shared updates
relating to COVID-19 measures. Council
approved continuing the suspension of
worship services and all activities through
May 31, 2020. Additionally, Council
approved moving to one worship service at
9:30 am for the summer months, through
Labor Day, September 6, 2020 (subject to
change—see Pastor Van Orden’s cover page
article in this newsletter).
He also announced that preparations are
underway to apply for the Payroll Protection
Plan (PPP) loan/grant. Lynn Knepp and
Michelle Curry are working quickly to gather
the payroll history to get the application
submitted to our bank. (Post meeting note:
the application and all supporting
documentation approved by Monday, April
20. Zion received a deposit into its account
at First National Bank on April 21, 2020.)

meeting note: A Zoom meeting was held on
Tuesday, April 21, 2020 with Pastor Beth
Martini, Assistant to the Bishop, to review
procedures and candidates for call.)
There were no committee meetings during
the month because of the COVID-19
pandemic. However, verbal updates were
given as follows:
*Evangelism Committee—the parking lot
yard sale is postponed until further notice.
*Property Committee—the annual inspection
of the elevator was completed and the a/c
units in the offices/Demey Library were
cleaned by Hummelstown Fuel Oil.
*Youth Advisory—one family is definitely
interested in attending the 2021 National
Youth Gathering in Minneapolis. Beth Rager
will follow-up with other families for a
second time. The grant application for
registration fees is due July 21, 2020.
President Rich Weiss expressed appreciation
to everyone for participating in the meeting
via Zoom. The meeting adjourned in an hour
with the praying of The Lord’s Prayer.

Membership News
There are no updates this month.

Peggy Wilson offered an update as chair of
the Call Committee. Due to the demands at
her job at the VA Hospital in Lebanon, she
needs to step aside as chair, at least
temporarily. John Kiessling and Lynn Duffy
agreed to co-chair the committee. (Post3

Christian Education

Social Ministry

Stewards of God’s Love

Vacation Bible School
June 15—19, 2020
This year we are trying something very
different with Vacation Bible School. We are
partnering with Trinity United Methodist
Church to offer a joint program in the park—
Alexander Park, 109 Graystone Drive,
Hummelstown.
We are grateful for the opportunity to work
with another congregation—one right next
door—to share the Word and love of God to
children who are churched and unchurched.

Lenten Sock Drive
We exceeded our
goal!
We received 523 pairs of
men's white socks! These
socks have been divided
between Christ Lutheran
Harrisburg
and
the
Bethesda Mission. Thank you so much to
everyone who donated to help us beat our
goal of 500!

Watch for opportunities to volunteer!

Hummelstown
Food Pantry
Needs

Stewardship Ministry
“The Gifting Tree”
Find The Gifting Tree
in the narthex for you to
choose an item, or more,
that you would like to
financially support. This
campaign is to help
bridge the gap for
incidentals in the church
budget. Please select a
donation leaf from the
tree.
Gifting
Tree
envelopes are available to be placed in the
church offering plate or dropped off at the
office. Please fill out your information in the
binder so we can personally thank you.

Evangelism Committee
Church Parking Lot Yard Sale

•
•

Canned meats
Pasta sauce

•

Canned pasta
Macaroni &
cheese dinners
Dried pasta
Chunky soups
with meat
Peanut butter

•

Jelly

•
•
•
•

Financial gifts are
welcome!
Please mail your
check to the church
address.

The 6th Annual 5K
Hummelstown
Hunger Run
Cancelled this year
due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Financial gifts may be
sent to Zion Lutheran Church.

Postponed until further notice.

Please make your check payable to
the: Hummelstown Food Pantry.
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With Appreciation
From Garry Musser...

From Mary Ann & Vincent Ebersole...
A heartfelt thank-you to everyone who
worked “behind the scenes” to arrange
and decorate the sanctuary for the Holy
Week and Easter services. The planning
and preparation for these worship
services is extensive and each year,
servants give of their time and talents to
beautify the sanctuary. A special note of
thanks to Roxann Ebersole for changing
paraments, to Jill Kiessling for
decorating, and to Tim Bastian and
Dean Van Orden for recording the
services. There are many others who
helped and my gratitude overflows for
their contributions as well. We are
indeed richly blessed.
With appreciation, Pastor Van Orden
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We remember in our prayers…

Allison, granddaughter of Linda Smitley
Jane Alwine
Ed & Lori Amspacker
Dick Bouder
Bill & Ben Brandt, brothers of Gerry
Scheidler
Linda Brezler, sister in law of Dick & Bertie
Bouder
Billie Ann Brunner, daughter of Arlene Stare
Cantrell Family
Pat Coleman, friend of the Seitz Family
Doni, friend of Barbara & Clair Fry
Marlin & Sally (Esther) Engle
Bill Etnoyer
Walter & Travis, friends of Kris Eisenbise
Kathy Fink, niece of Jim & Ruth Fink
Nancy Garrison
Dr. Robert Garraty, friend of David Ranck,
Cindy Shingler, Carrie Amann
Gemma Elizabeth Generat, friends of Jim &
Ruth Fink
Joshua Giffin, son of Cindy Giffin
James Goodale, son in law of Lois Shreve
Grandchild of Susan Everson
David Gruber, brother of Fran Gruber
Kim Gruber, daughter in law of Elaine
Gruber
Doug Hand, son of Marlene Hand
Marlene Hand
Paul Hetrick
Donna Hixon, friend of Patti Krow

Jaime Joseph, son in law of Bob & Betty
Kautz
Jessica, step granddaughter John & Sherry
Ebersole
Donna Kelly, friend of Karlee Deibler
Kaylin Kinsey, Niece of Jenny Dunkinson
Charlene Kissinger, granddaughter of Edie
Wiestling
Clair & Renee Knolle, friends of Dave & Sue
Templin
Killian T. Koppenhaver, grandson of Martha
& Bill Koppenhaver
Tiffany Landis, friend of Brian Norris
Janet Landvater, friend of Nancy Markey
Karen Luft
Sandi Malloy, sister of Kim Elicker, niece of
Cork & Pat Speraw
Ken & Sue Marsh, niece & nephew of Elaine
Gruber
Nancy Murphy, friend of Dave & Sue
Templin
Geri Myers
Gloria Myers, Aunt of Brian Norris
Gary Perry
Mila Pezzuto, great-niece of Dave & Kristie
Swanger
Ralph & Gwen, friends of Jay & Ann Kopp
Sue Ellen Ramer, friend of Nancy Weikel
Ruby Rineman
John, Carolyn & Kay Rutherford, family of
Beth Rager
Ryan, friend of Carol Keyes

Homebound Members: A list may be taken from the board in the narthex next to the TV.
Military Personnel

Col. Joshua Higgins, son-in-law of
Sally Cummins
SSG Phillip Koppenhaver, grandson of Bill
& Martha Koppenhaver
Pvt. Cameron Krow, grandson of Roy &
Patti Krow

Captain Abbi Osman, granddaughter of Pat &
Tom Derk
Lt. Col. James Lamb, Nephew of Richard &
Karen Luft
LCDR Joseph Polnaszek, son-in-law of
Peggy Wilson

Is there someone for whom we may pray during worship? Please let Pastor Van Orden know of
your concern and desire to lift them up in prayer, or call the church office at 566-2589 to request an addition or to let us know that a name may be removed from the list.
Pastoral Care needs may be communicated to Pastor Van Orden by calling the church office,
717-566-2589, during office hours, or calling Pastor Van Orden on her cell phone 717-579-1875.
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Special Occasions
Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:

Victor Hetrick, Jr.
Celebrates 80 years
May 4, 2020
Mr. Victor Hetrick, Jr.
162 Buttercup Court
Hershey, PA 17033

Edward Golobish
Celebrates 91 years
May 21, 2020
Mr. Edward Golobish
7845 Chambers Hill Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Marlin Engle
Celebrates 85 years
May 15, 2020
Mr. Marlin Engle
4 Rosemont Court
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Don Fasnacht
Celebrates 88 years
May 24, 2020
Mr. Don Fasnacht
367 East Granada Avenue
Hershey, PA 17033

Phyllis Schell
Celebrates 91 years
May 17, 2020
Mrs. Phyllis Schell
512 Beech Avenue
Hershey, PA 17033

Dedicated in Honor
Melissa Shingler by Cindy Shingler.
Madison Seitz in honor of her 24th
birthday on May 14 by her parents,
sister Alexandria and Juan.

7

May Calendar
*Events subject to change due to changing conditions
with respect to the Coronavirus pandemic.

All worship Services
Website: www.zluth.org
(Worship tab—then click on sermons)
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/zluth
YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church-Hummelstown, then subscribe.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Church Office Church Office
Closed
Closed
3 Easter 4

10 Easter 5

17 Easter 6

24 Easter 7

4

5

6

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM
Packs
Falcon Packs

9:00 AM
Food Pantry

11

13

12

7

8

9

Church Office Church Office
Closed
Closed
14

15

16

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM
Packs
Falcon Packs

9:00 AM
Food Pantry

18

20

21

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM
Packs
Falcon Packs

9:00 AM
Food Pantry

6:30 PM
Church Office Church Office
Congregation Closed
Closed
Council via
Zoom

25

26

27

28

Church Office
Closed

8:00 AM
Falcon Packs

9:00 AM
Food Pantry

19

Church Office Church Office
Closed
Closed
22

29

23

30

Church Office Church Office
Closed
Closed

Memorial Day
8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
31 Day of
Pentecost
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Zion Messenger
June Newsletter

Worship Services of Holy Communion
Two worship services: 8:00 and 10:30 am
Sunday School Classes for all ages at 9:15 am

Deadline is:

The Rev. Lois K. Van Orden, Interim Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/zluth/

Tuesday,
May 26, 2020

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

May 2020

Spring!

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email,
please call the church office at (717)566-2589.
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