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To Open or Not to Open?
That is the conundrum of the COVID-19
pandemic. From local governments to
national leaders, from local businesses to
international organizations, this question is
asked. There is political pressure to allow
physical gatherings, especially to reopen
businesses. There is so much back and forth
that it is nearly impossible to decide the best
course of action as new cases are diagnosed
and as the death toll continues to rise.
The Rev. Franklyn Richardson, chairman
of the board of the Conference of National
Black Churches told CNN, [“Churches are
not closed.”] “We are all simply out of our
buildings...because
our
people
are
important.”
In this same article, “Faith leaders stress
caution on reopening churches as Trump
pushes for in-person services,” CNN Politics,
Sunday, May 24, 2020, ELCA Presiding
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton responded with
wisdom and care. Her reply:
“I’ve heard even from some in my own
denomination that it’s a faith versus fear,
and that’s just a false dichotomy. Protecting
others is a faithful response. God has given
us the gift of science and I’m urging my
congregations, my pastors and deacons to
be guided by CDC guidelines. We’ve issued
guidelines for gradually coming back to inperson worship and to pay attention to state
and local governors and mayors.”
That same stance has been taken by the
Congregation Council of Zion since this
whole pandemic moved us into shelter-inplace—that we need to protect others and
pay attention to state governors and local
mayors. Our church is not closed—the
church office is open to receive members and
visitors and to assist with needs.
We faithfully respond to the care of one
another and all those who gather at Zion
with a decision to continue to suspend
worship services and all meetings, activities
and preschool through June 30, 2020. We

will assess the situation at the June meeting to
determine the best course of action for the
months of July and August.
We recognize the difficulty of remaining
apart from one another. We empathize with
those who desire communion. We know that
telephone calls cannot compare to the inperson conversations that we enjoy before and
after worship. However, we pray that God will
give us the strength and courage to work
through this pandemic with care and faith.
In the meantime, we continue to offer
recorded worship services, to conduct
meetings via teleconferencing, and to keep in
touch with weekly announcements through
email and snail mail channels. For those who
receive communication via snail mail, print
copies of my sermons are included in the
mailing.
Additionally, we organized a small “think
tank” group to develop guidelines for
returning to worship. The protocol is outlined
on the next page of this newsletter. Please read
through this protocol with care. Pay attention
to things like wearing a mask, frequent use of
hand sanitizer, and sitting in designated areas
to honor social distancing. Even when we offer
in-person worship services, worshippers will
not be able to sit in their “favorite pew,” will
not participate in singing, and will not have
the opportunity to engage in extended
conversations before and after worship. It will
be a very difficult adjustment to a restrained
approach for worship gathering.
But we are a faithful people who trust in
God. We will get through this together.
Be well. Be safe. Be at peace,
Pastor Van Orden
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COVID-19 “Think Tank”

Guidelines approved by the
Congregation Council
May 21, 2020
Participants
Lisa Ditty
Fran Gruber
Roxann Ebersole
Rose Knepp
Barb Fry
Pastor Van Orden
Background
In preparation for the time when we may
physically gather in the sanctuary for worship,
the group developed the guidelines outlined
below based on “The Ready to Reopen Church
Checklist” prepared by The Malphurs Group.
Please note: these guidelines are subject to
change as we progress through this pandemic.
Guidelines
1. Develop an Enhanced Cleaning
Regimen
A. Remove all hymnals, Bibles, pew cards
and pencils from the pews.
B. Place hand sanitizers at the end of each
pew (outside and inside aisles).
C. Wipe down all pews with disinfectant/
mist fabric before the first worship
service and in between the two worship
services.
D. Disinfect all doors and handles.
2. Re-imagine Worship Seating
Arrangements
A. Worshippers wear masks.
B. “First in – Last out” traffic flow from/to the
narthex (space at the front ramp).
C. Ushers wear masks and gloves to hand out
bulletins (upon entry) and communion
cups (as proceeding to the communion
rail).
D. Ushers accompany people to available seats
before worship.
E. Ushers direct people to leave offering in
stationary plates before going to seat.
F. Pews blocked off so that alternating halves
of each pew is available for seating.
G. Seat families together.
H. Ushers dismiss people at the end of
worship, from the back to the front.

I. Worshippers take bulletins home with them
– no recycling, no placing in a trash
container which would necessitate disposal
after worship.
J. No greeting by pastor at the narthex door.
3. Develop Additional Worship Services
or Worship Venues
A. Consensus of the group is that people will
be hesitant about gathering in groups once
the stay-at-home order is lifted. Therefore,
two worship service times should provide
for the space needed to accommodate the
initial gatherings. When two services
cannot accommodate the worshippers
allowing for social distancing, we will add
another service.
B. Worship service times: 8:00 and 10:30 am.
C. No congregational singing. Soloists may
offer special music from the Chancel.
D. No full choir. Solo or very small ensembles
could offer special music.
E. No sharing of the peace.
4. Communion distribution
A. The group discussed communion
distribution at length. Taking the elements
home does not keep within the guidelines
“communion” which is to be shared “in
community.” Sealed cups likely present
difficulty for opening by those with
arthritis/dexterity issues.
B. Ushers distribute cups as people move
forward to the rail. The wine pourer wears
gloves and a mask. Communicants dispose
of cups in the containers that are normally
provided. Wafers are handed out by the
pastor wearing gloves.
C. Spaces are marked at the communion rail to
provide for social distancing.
5. Plan for New Traffic Patterns around
the Facility
A. Entrances/Exits are limited to reduce the
areas that need to be sanitized in between
services.
B. No exits are barred from use in case of an
emergency.
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Worship News

Worship Services are suspended
through June 30, 2020.

All worship Services
Website: www.zluth.org
(Worship tab—then click on sermons)
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/zluth
YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran ChurchHummelstown,” then subscribe.

Sunday, June 7, 2020
Celebrate the ordination
anniversaries of
The Rev. Jim Stough
55 years
The Rev. Lois Van Orden
15 years
Both Jim and Lois were
ordained on June 10.

See ordination photos on page 10

Both pastors will join together for
a unique sermon with Pastor Jim
reflecting on 55 years of ministry.

Pentecost 2
(Lectionary 11)

Pentecost 3
(Lectionary 12)

Pentecost 4
(Lectionary 13)

June 14, 2020

June 21, 2020

June 28, 2020

Happy Father’s Day!
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Council News

The Congregation Council met on Thursday,
May 21, 2020 via Zoom conference calling.
Tim Bastian offered devotions, reflecting on
the Ascension of Jesus, celebrated this day,
40 days after Easter.
Lynn Knepp presented the Financial report
which was accepted by the Council.
Pastor Van Orden provided a written report,
noting that we continue with recorded
worship services during the pandemic. She
presented guidelines for returning to inperson worship. The Council agreed that it is
important to share the guidelines with the
congregation to help prepare everyone for
what they may expect when we gather
physically at the church. See page 2 for the
guidelines approved by Council, which are
subject to change as we progress through
this pandemic.
President Rich Weiss shared updates
relating to COVID-19 measures. Council
approved continuing the suspension of
worship services and all activities through
June 30, 2020.
He also asked Council for suggestions to
“replace” Lynn Knepp who has expressed his
desire to pass the treasurer responsibilities
to another person. Rich and Lynn will
prepare a job description to advertise the
position, which at this time is volunteer.
Lynn Duffy offered an update as co-chair of
the Call Committee. Four candidates were
interviewed the week of May 4. Two
candidates were not deemed a good fit for
Zion. One candidate withdrew. The
committee will interview the fourth
candidate the week of May 25, 2020.
Verbal updates by the following committees
were given as follows:
*Property Committee—the telephone system
is “ancient” and in need of replacement. A
computer card is no longer functioning to
support the messaging system. Voice Mail
has been set up with Verizon but there is no
option to select a number to leave a voice
mail for a certain individual. Therefore, all

voice mails must be left for the Parish
Administrator to relay the message to the
appropriate person/group.
*Personnel Committee—actions regarding
the Minister of Music position were
discussed. Council approved separating the
position for one to conduct the vocal and bell
choirs and for another to play the organ/
piano. See the next page for more
information.
President Rich Weiss thanked everyone for
their leadership. The meeting adjourned
after a little more than two hours with the
praying of The Lord’s Prayer.
Stewardship Ministry
The Gifting Tree remains
available in the narthex for you
to choose an item, or more, that
you would like to financially
support. Select a donation leaf
from the tree. Gifting Tree
envelopes are available to be
dropped off at the office. Please fill out your
information in the binder so we can
personally thank you.

Membership News
Commended to God’s eternal care…
...on May 2, 2020 Frances H. Wagner
(inactive member), widow of Richard.
Graveside Service at Woodlawn Memorial
Gardens, Harrisburg, on May 8, 2020.
...on May 11, 2020 James Goodale
(nonmember), widow of Elaine, son-in-law
of Lois Shreve. Funeral Service at
Zimmerman-Auer Funeral Home on May 14,
2020. Interment at Indiantown Gap
National Cemetery.
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Ministry

Outreach

Minister of Music
The
Congregation
Council
approved
separating the responsibilities of the Minister
of Music position to reduce the demands on
one person who may need to be employed in a
full-time position outside the church that
offers benefits. The position is divided as
follows:
Minister of Music—incumbent is responsible
for planning all music for the voice and bell
choirs, selecting hymns, and coordinating
worship liturgies with the pastor; also will
oversee engaging special groups for Music on
Main.

Hummelstown
Food Pantry
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canned meats
Pasta sauce
Canned pasta
Macaroni &
cheese dinners
Dried pasta
Chunky soups
with meat
Peanut butter
Jelly

Financial gifts are
welcome!
Please mail your
check to the church
address.

Organist—responsible for providing organ and
piano music for worship, choir rehearsals and
to accompany soloists and ensembles.

Wonderful Women of God
Wednesdays at 11:00 am

The Congregation Council approved offering
the position to Bill Fisher Deimler under a one
-year contract to be renewed at the eleventh
month mark with a 30 day notice by either
party. Bill served as the interim choir director
January through February 2020. He expressed
interest in the position with the departure of
Tyler Harnsberger. Bill accepted the offer to
begin his duties on June 1, 2020.

“A year with Sister Joan Chittister OSB.”

In addition to his passion for music, Bill brings
years of experience as an account manager at
Highmark and as the business manager for
Deimler Construction (now closed). He studies
voice with the Artistic Director of the
Harrisburg Singers, Susan Beckley and is a
former member of the ensemble. He has also
studied with Thomas Faracco, former chair of
the Voice Department at Westminster Choir
College. Bill is an accomplished violinist with
the West Shore Symphony and the Central
Pennsylvania Orchestra. He has held the
position of Tenor Soloist with Harris Street
United Methodist and Grace United Methodist
Churches in Harrisburg. A former member of
Messiah Lutheran Church, Harrisburg, Bill is
well-versed in the Lutheran liturgy.
Bill is enthusiastic about working with the
Zion voice choirs once again, and leading the
Bell Choir. He looks forward to reconnecting
with the people of Zion in a leadership

The group meets via Zoom teleconferencing. If
you wish to join the group, please contact the
church office for the link.
A discussion of Sister Joan Chittister’s book,
“Scarred by Struggle. Transformed by Hope”
continues as we consider biblical characters
who endured struggle to be forever changed.
The group is currently following the story of
King David and the struggles that divided his
family.

position.
A search is underway for an organist,
advertising on the AGO (American Guild of
Organists) website and other venues as
needed.
Let us welcome Bill to the staff of Zion and
pray that God will provide an organist to carry
us forward in our recorded and live worship
services.
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With Appreciation
Dear Pastor,
I don’t even
know where to
start! Your
dedication and
your creativity
these past few
months have
gone way above
and beyond in
helping all of us
to meet our spiritual needs. You have put so much
time, thought and patience into each and everyone
of your services and it has been much appreciated
by all who have watched and even participated in. I
just wanted to be one of the many to let you know
and to say thank you!

From Trudy Gobbel...

Enclosed is just a small token of appreciation and
something I thought you might like to see. I
believe this is one of your many and youngest
supporters! I felt that if you could get someone this
age to take a break from his golf game, to watch
and learn God’s word from you, then you must be
doing a wonderful service for all! Thank you
Pastor.
Peace and blessings,
Jill, John and Lil [Little] Caleb Kiessling

From Deb & Mike Kepner...

From Susan Werkman...
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Special Occasions
Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:

Ruth Hoffer
Celebrates 84 years
June 4, 2020
Mrs. Ruth Hoffer
22 Grandview Road
Hummelstown, PA 17036
George Hoffman
Celebrates 84 years
June 4, 2020
Mr. George Hoffman
8018 Evelyn Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036
Richard Luft
Celebrates 82 years
June 5, 2020
Mr. Richard Luft
412 Baumgardner Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17112
Patricia Derk
Celebrates 85 years
June 8, 2020
Mrs. Patricia Derk
720 Knight Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17111
Elaine Gruber
Celebrates 80 years
June 8, 2020
Mrs. Elaine Gruber
259 Meadow Lane
Harrisburg, PA 17112

Joanne Ebersole
Celebrates 85 years
June 14, 2020
Mrs. Joanne Ebersole
Country Meadows
451 Sand Hill Road Apt. 216
Hershey, PA 17033
Robert Kautz
Celebrates 82 years
June 16, 2020
Mr. Robert Kautz
400 Prospect Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036
Gloria Rathfon
Celebrates 88 years
June 23, 2020
Mrs. Gloria Rathfon
Messiah Village
222 Messiah Circle # 64
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
Richard Bouder
Celebrates 87 years
June 30, 2020
Mr. Richard Bouder
5070 Pajabon Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17111
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Dedicated in Honor
June 7, 2020
In memory of Albert C. Demey by
The Alice Demey Estate
Bob & Bonnie Rudi’s 36th wedding anniversary by Mom & Dad
June 21, 2020
Joe Shingler by Cindy Shingler
June 28, 2020
In memory of Harry G. Trefz by
Patricia Trefz-Swigart & Family
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We remember in our prayers…
Allison, granddaughter of Linda Smitley
Jane Alwine
Ed & Lori Amspacker
Brian Bolton
Dick Bouder
Shari Bratton, sister of Steve Weikel
Linda Brezler, sister in law Dick & Bertie Bouder
Billie Ann Brunner, daughter of Arlene Stare
Cantrell Family
Pat Coleman, friend of the Seitz Family
Doni, friend of Barbara & Clair Fry
Marlin & Sally (Esther) Engle
Bill Etnoyer
Walter & Travis, friends of Kris Eisenbise
Kathy Fink, niece of Jim & Ruth Fink
Nancy Garrison
Dr. Robert Garraty, friend of David Ranck,
Cindy Shingler, Carrie Amann
Gemma Elizabeth Generat, friends of Jim & Ruth
Fink
Joshua Giffin, son of Cindy Giffin
Grandchild of Susan Everson
David Gruber, brother of Fran Gruber
Kim Gruber, daughter in law of Elaine Gruber
Doug Hand, son of Marlene Hand
Marlene Hand
Donna Hixon, friend of Patti Krow
Jaime Joseph, son in law of Bob & Betty Kautz
Jessica, step granddaughter John & Sherry
Ebersole
Donna Kelly, friend of Karlee Deibler
Kaylin Kinsey, Niece of Jenny Dunkinson
Andy Kinsinger, family friend of Debra Kepner
Clair & Renee Knolle, friends of Dave & Sue
Templin

Killian T. Koppenhaver, grandson of Martha &
Bill Koppenhaver
Janet Landvater, friend of Nancy Markey
Karen Luft
Sandi Malloy, sister of Kim Elicker, niece of
Cork & Pat Speraw
Ken & Sue Marsh, niece & nephew of Elaine
Gruber
Jim Morgan, brother of Pam Morgan
Nancy Murphy, friend of Dave & Sue Templin
Geri Myers
Ronni Nye-Keller, friend of Lynn & Rose Knepp
Gary Perry
Mila Pezzuto, great-niece of Dave & Kristie
Swanger
Ralph & Gwen, friends of Jay & Ann Kopp
Sue Ellen Ramer, friend of Nancy Weikel
Ruby Rineman
John Rutherford, family of Beth Rager
Ryan, friend of Carol Keyes
Ronald Shearer Family, friends of Ruth & Jim
Fink
Jean Shepler
Jean Seitz
Pat Smith, friend of Edith Wiestling
George Stallings, cousin Cheryl Laudermilch
Arlene Stare
Lindsey & Kenly Underkoffler, granddaughter
& great-granddaughter of Geri & Dave Myers
Shirley Van Winkle
Ward, friend of Jay & Ann Kopp
Joe Wasko, nephew of Sally Engle
Larry & Barry Wiestling, sons of Edie Wiestling
Steve Weikel
Deb Weiss

Military Personnel
Col. Joshua Higgins, son-in-law of
Sally Cummins
SSG Phillip Koppenhaver, grandson of Bill & Martha Koppenhaver
Pvt. Cameron Krow, grandson of Roy &
Patti Krow

Captain Abbi Osman, granddaughter of Pat &
Tom Derk
Lt. Col. James Lamb, Nephew of Richard &
Karen Luft
LCDR Joseph Polnaszek, son-in-law of
Peggy Wilson
SN Carl Zerbe, grandson of Cheryl Laudermilch

Homebound Members: A list may be taken from the board in the narthex next to the TV.
Is there someone for whom we may pray during worship? Please let Pastor Van Orden know of your
concern and desire to lift them up in prayer, or call the church office at 566-2589 to request an addition or to let us know that a name may be removed from the list.
Pastoral Care needs may be communicated to Pastor Van Orden by calling the church office,
717-566-2589, during office hours, or calling Pastor Van Orden on her cell phone 717-579-1875.
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Ordination Memories

The Rev. Jim Stough
Ordained June 10, 1965
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg

The Rev. Lois Van Orden
Ordained June 10, 2005
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg

Graduation
May 13, 2005
10

June Calendar
*Events subject to change due to changing conditions
with respect to the Coronavirus pandemic.

All worship Services
Website: www.zluth.org
(Worship tab—then click on sermons)
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/zluth
YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church-Hummelstown, then subscribe.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1
2
8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs

7 The Holy
Trinity
7:30 PM AA

7:30 PM AA

7:30 PM AA

8

9

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
7:30 PM AA

7:30 PM AA

14 Pentecost 2

15

16

7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
7:30 PM AA

7:30 PM AA

21 Pentecost 3

22

23

7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
7:30 PM AA

7:30 PM AA

28 Pentecost 4

29

30

7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
7:30 PM AA

Wednesday
Thursday
3
4
9:00 AM
Food Pantry

Friday
Saturday
5 Church
6 Church
Office Closed Office Closed

10

12

11

9:00 AM
Food Pantry

13

Church Office Church Office
Closed
Closed

17

18

9:00 AM
Food Pantry

6:30 PM
Church Office Church Office
Congregation Closed
Closed
Council via
Zoom

24

25

9:00 AM
Food Pantry

19

26

20

27

Church Office Church Office
Closed
Closed

7:30 PM AA
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Zion Messenger
July/August Newsletter

Worship Services of Holy Communion
Two worship services: 8:00 and 10:30 am
Sunday School Classes for all ages at 9:15 am

Deadline is:

The Rev. Lois K. Van Orden, Interim Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/zluth/

Monday,
June 22, 2020

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

June 2020

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email,
please call the church office at (717)566-2589.
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