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Sticking
I shared this reflection
with Council in my report for
the June meeting. Several
Council members expressed
appreciation for these words
of
comfort
and
encouragement. I decided to
share them with you in this newsletter.
The world of the prophet Jeremiah was
falling apart all around him. In the year
587/586 B.C.E., the Babylonian army’s siege
on Jerusalem brought the walls down,
including the sacred Temple that King
Solomon had built. Jeremiah knew that the
end was near but at this point, there was
nothing that he could do about it. So he
continued to prophesy to the people and
then, he penned the words of Lamentations.
In the midst of destruction and in his
despair, Jeremiah offers these comforting
and assuring words of hope:
21But

this I call to mind, and therefore I have
hope: 22The steadfast love of the Lord never
ceases, his mercies never come to an end;
23they are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness. 24“The Lord is my portion,”
says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”
25The Lord is good to those who wait for
him, to the soul that seeks him. 26It is good
that one should wait quietly for the
salvation of the Lord. 27It is good for one to
bear the yoke in youth, 28to sit alone in
silence when the Lord has imposed it, 29to
put one’s mouth to the dust (there may yet
be hope), 30to give one’s cheek to the smiter,
and be filled with insults. 31For the Lord will
not reject forever. 32Although he causes
grief, he will have compassion according to
the abundance of his steadfast love; 33for he
does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone.
(Lamentations 3:21-33)

with God!
Eugene Peterson, author of The
Message, interprets verses 22-24
as follows:
God’s loyal love couldn’t have
run out, his merciful love couldn’t
have dried up.
They’re created new every
morning. How great your faithfulness!
I’m sticking with God (I say it over and over).
He’s all I’ve got left.
There is so much happening around us—in
our
families,
neighborhoods,
faith
communities, nation and the world with a very
contagious virus, police brutality that has
ended in death for some, and racial inequality
to name a few topics of great concern. Maybe
you feel like your world is falling apart all
around you.
But these words of Jeremiah call us to pay
attention to where our hope lies—our faith in
God. Isn’t it uplifting to hear that “the
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his
mercies...are new every morning?” Each day is
a new day for us to experience God’s steadfast
love and mercies. When so much seems to be
lost, we stick with God. God is all that we’ve
got.
As we continue to wear face masks, use
hand sanitizer, keep our distance from one
another, and hear disturbing news reports,
know that the Lord is near. The Lord is right
beside us, compassionately walking with us in
in a world that seems to be crumbling all
around. The Lord’s faithfulness is indeed
“great!” Let us be filled with gratitude for
God’s steadfast love and mercy.
Let us stick with God!
The Lord is all we’ve got!
Be well. Be safe. Be blessed,
Pastor Van Orden
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COVID-19 Protocols

Guidelines approved by the
Congregation Council
May 21, 2020
Participants
Lisa Ditty
Fran Gruber
Roxann Ebersole
Rose Knepp
Barb Fry
Pastor Van Orden
Background
In preparation for returning to in-person
gatherings for worship, these guidelines were
developed to help keep everyone safe. Let’s all
share in this compliance to keep one another
safe. If you have compromised health
conditions, please refrain from in-person
gatherings.
Guidelines

I. Worshippers take bulletins home with them
– no recycling, no placing in a trash
container which would necessitate disposal
after worship.
J. No greeting by pastor at the narthex door.

1. Develop an Enhanced Cleaning
Regimen
A. All hymnals, Bibles, pew cards and pencils
have been removed from the pews.
B. Hand sanitizers are found at the end of
each pew (outside and inside aisles).
C. All pews will be wiped with disinfectant/
mist fabric before the first worship
service and in between the two worship
services.
D. All doors and handles will be disinfected.

4. Communion distribution
A. Usher direct those who wish to commune
to the bread station.
B. Pastor speaks the words, “The body of
Christ given for you” as communicants
pick up a napkin with a wafer. Please do
not touch another napkin.
C. Communicants progress to the wine
station. Receive a cup of wine from the lay
assistant or pick up a filled cup from the
tray. Please do not touch another cup.
D. Communicants dispose of cups in the
containers that are normally provided.
E. Progress to the exit after communing.

2. Re-imagine Worship Seating
Arrangements
A. Worshippers wear masks.
B. “First in – Last out” traffic flow from/to the
narthex (space at the front ramp).
C. Ushers wear masks and gloves to hand out
bulletins (upon entry).
D. Ushers accompany people to available seats
before worship.
E. Ushers direct people to leave offering in
stationary plates before going to pew.
F. Pews blocked off so that alternating halves
of each pew is available for seating.
G. Seat families together.
H. Ushers dismiss people at the end of
worship, from the back to the front.

3. Develop Additional Worship Services
or Worship Venues
A. Worship service times: 8:00 and 10:30 am.
B. An additional worship service time will be
added if attendance supports this action.
C. No congregational singing. Soloists may
offer special music from the Chancel.
D. No full choir. Solo or very small ensembles
could offer special music.
E. No sharing of the peace.

5. Plan for New Traffic Patterns around
the Facility
A. Entrances/Exits are limited to reduce the
areas that need to be sanitized in between
services.
B. No exits are barred from use in case of an
emergency.

Guidelines may be revised
as needed.
Please be patient as we work
through this process to keep one
another safe.
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Worship News

Worship Services
July 5 & 12: Recorded Services.
July 19 & 26: In-person gathering at 8:00 & 10:30 am

For Recorded Worship Services go to:
Website: www.zluth.org
(Worship tab—then click on sermons)
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/zluth
YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran ChurchHummelstown,” then subscribe.
For in-person gatherings—Come to the Church!
Check the Guidelines in this newsletter for returning to worship.
June 19 and 26
8:00 and 10:30 am

Membership News
Commended to God’s eternal care…
...on June 18, 2020, James R. Morgan, Jr. (inactive member),
brother of Pam Morgan, father of Jenna Powell and Adam
Morgan. Livestreamed service at the Odd Fellows Cemetery,
Frackville, PA on Saturday, June 27, 2020.
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Council News
The Congregation Council met on Thursday,
June 18, 2020 via Zoom conference calling.
Diane Schubert offered devotions, inviting
the Council to join in singing the Doxology.
Then reading verses from Psalm 89 and the
prophet Jeremiah, she reflected on the
significance of music in our lives.
Lynn Knepp presented the Financial report
which was accepted by the Council. The
offerings continue to be generous, resulting
in actual offerings slightly exceeding the
budgeted
amount.
Thanks
to
the
congregation for sending in offerings and
supporting the church during this pandemic.
Lynn offered an update on the PPP Loan
(Paycheck Protection Plan). Payroll hours
need to be calculated for the June 30 payroll,
the final payroll within the eight week
window. This process has been complicated
by changing and unclear guidelines. Lynn
has worked closely with Michelle Curry, CPA
and other CPA colleagues to obtain guidance.
Pastor Van Orden provided a written report,
recommending that we return to in-person
worship services on July 12. However, a
suggestion was offered to wait two weeks
after the 4th of July celebrations. Council
approved returning to in-person worship
services on July 19, 8:00 and 10:30 am.
Pastor Van Orden shared with Council that
she had discussed her time at Zion as an
interim with Bishop Dunlop. Pastor Van
Orden desires to use her gifts for intentional
interim ministry. She has completed all of
her tasks at Zion for interim ministry,
including the recent launch of a newly
designed website. They agreed that her
contract would come to a close by October
31, 2020 at the latest. By setting an end date,
Bishop Dunlop can make plans to work with
another congregation in need of intentional
interim services. The hope is that Zion will
call a permanent pastor before October 31. If
not, Bishop Dunlop will send another
interim to serve until a permanent pastor is
called. Pastor Van Orden is very encouraged
with the progress of the Call Committee and

that they are considering a candidate who
seems to offer gifts that match Zion’s
Mission Site Profile (MSP). She encouraged
us to continuing praying for a permanent
pastor to move Zion into a new future.
President Rich Weiss announced that Lynn
Knepp decided to delay his “retirement” as
treasurer given all of the other transitions in
the works, especially the call of a permanent
pastor. In the meantime, Rich and Lynn will
consider options to fill the position.
Lynn Duffy offered an update as co-chair of
the Call Committee. The committee is
moving forward with one candidate who
offers much promise for Zion.
Verbal updates by the following committees
were given as follows:
*Evangelism Committee—the group met via
Zoom teleconferencing on June 15.
Discussion focused on returning to in-person
worship and the COVID-19 protocols.
*Property Committee—the air conditioning
unit for the Sanctuary needed repairs to
address leaking water. B & W was called on
different occasions to address the various
issues, mainly due to a cracked drip pan.
*Personnel
Committee—revised
job
descriptions were approved by Council for
the Minister of Music and Organist
positions.
President Rich Weiss thanked everyone for
their service, commenting that this is a
strange time. He noted that there is a great
deal of satisfaction with all that is being done
by the leadership during this time—reflected
in financial gifts and thank you notes.
The meeting adjourned with the praying of
The Lord’s Prayer.
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Come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make
a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.
Psalm 95

This can be an exciting time. We can find
new ways of magnifying the Lord and singing
praises.

I am very excited and thankful to be back at
Zion. I really enjoyed meeting and working
with the choirs earlier this year. I witnessed
a joy that came from everyone gathering to
make music. I got a sense of camaraderie
with one another and with Christ that was
profound. That experience is something that
allows me to stay motivated for when we
return to a worship service more reminiscent
of a time before the coronavirus.

Blessings,
Bill Deimler

This past month I have been getting
reacquainted with members of the choir,
meeting and working with members of the
church that I hadn’t gotten the opportunity
to know in January and February and
attempting to negotiate the constraints of
living with Covid.
Looking forward,
musically speaking, Zion will continue the
use of special music. If you feel called to
offer your musical talent, please feel free to
contact me.
Presently, we are unable to sing as
congregation.
The Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America in developing their
response to returning to in-person worship
has utilized guidance from the National
Association of Teachers of Singing, among
other organizations. The wearing of a mask
while singing, at its best, is uncomfortable.
Subsequently, choral organizations are
making the decision that until we have more
testing
opportunities
and
treatment
capacities, singing as a group should be
limited to what can be reasonably done
within acceptance of social distancing
requirements.
Take note, there are still ways to make a
joyful noise. As I talk with people here at the
church, I am learning about the people and
their talents.

General Housekeeping:
•

I am at the church Monday, Wednesday
and Thursdays during office the church
office hours.

•

Choir members are welcome to take their
gowns home to wash them or I am happy
to do so. Just let me know.

•

I am available to provide private music
instruction.

Music in the Church Trivia
Music was first mentioned in the Old
Testament in the book of Genesis. Can you
name the chapter and versus?

Hummelstown
Food Pantry
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canned meats
Pasta sauce
Canned pasta
Macaroni &
cheese dinners
Dried pasta
Chunky soups
with meat
Peanut butter
Jelly

Financial gifts are
welcome!
Please mail your
check to the church
address.
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With Appreciation
From … Pastor Jim & Irma Stough

From … Bob Kautz

Thank you for all of the nice
birthday wishes.

2020 Hummelstown Hunger Run
Follow-up
The 2020 Hummelstown Hunger Run
looked very different this year due to
COVID-19. On March 31st we made the
decision to cancel the May 9th event due
to the virus threat. Thanks to the
support and generosity from our
sponsors and donors the Hummelstown
Food Pantry received over $15,000!
Thank
you
for
supporting
the
Hummelstown Food Pantry! Please
mark your calendars for the 6th Annual
5K
Hummelstown
Hunger
Run
scheduled for Saturday, May 8, 2021.
B.J. and Jill Osevala
Volunteer Event Organizers

Our apologies for overlooking this thank you
that should have been included in last month’s
Messenger:

From ...Phyllis Schell

Dear Pastor VanOrden,
Last Sunday’s sermon (April 26, 2020 The Road to
Emmaus) was bittersweet for me. As you know, Jerry
and I had a cabin near Laurel Lake since 1985. We
walked the Old Railway Bed Road many times that
you referenced in your sermon. While listening to
you speak, I felt Jerry’s presence and it was as if we
were walking along with you.
I have thoroughly enjoyed all your sermons during
this challenging time, and am so grateful for your
faithfulness. May God bless you as you have blessed
me!
With my heartfelt thanks,
Ruth B. Kerstetter 4/29/2020
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With Appreciation (continued)
From … Deb Weiss

Dear Zion Family,
We are filled with gratitude for your
expressions of appreciation with your very
generous Amazon gift cards for each of us.
As Council President Rich Weiss wrote in his
note:
Please accept this as a small token of
appreciation from Zion for your unflagging
efforts to keep us as together as possible in
worship and in other ways too numerous to
mention. We will be forever grateful and we
can’t thank you enough. From all of us at
Zion.
When this pandemic caused us to suspend
worship services and all other activities at
the church, we were stunned. We asked
many questions such as “What should we
do?”

We put our heads together, along with
valuable input from our families, and the
worship services that you have enjoyed are
the end product of our creative spirits.
And so, your expressions of gratitude have
motivated us to do more to spread the
Gospel, not only into your kitchens and
living rooms, but also to those who cannot
attend worship, to your friends, and to those
who are unchurched.
As we prepare to move to in-person worship
services, we are already working on the
technology needed to record live services.
We will strive to provide the very best so that
everyone may continue to worship and to
hear the Word of God.
With thanksgiving,
Tim Bastian, Pastor Lois & Dean Van Orden
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Special Occasions
Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:
William Etnoyer
Celebrates 89 years
July 2, 2020
Mr. William Etnoyer
354 North Hoernerstown Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111
Martell Scheidler
Celebrates 84 years
July 2, 2020
Mr. Martell Scheidler
227 Mopar Avenue
Palmyra, PA 17078

Eleanor Witmer
Celebrates 83 years
July 6, 2020
Mrs. Eleanor Witmer
261 Redwood Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Joyce Miller
Celebrates 89 years
July 18, 2020
Mrs. Joyce Miller
801 Timber Lane
Middletown, PA 17057

Anna Hanshue
Celebrates 91 years
July 9, 2020
Mrs. Anna Hanshue
267 Redwood Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Altar Flower Dedications
July 5, 2020
In honor of the 56th wedding anniversary of
Charlie & Audrey Willl
July 12, 2020
In honor of Dan Shingler by Cindy Shingler
July 19, 2020
In memory of Dottie Atanasoff by
her daughter, Joan Shuster
July 26, 2020
In honor of Tarra Shingler by Cindy Shingler

Thank you to all who contributed towards the purchase of
the new silk altar flower arrangements pictured above.
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July Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

9:00 AM Food Pantry

8

9

Saturday

3

4

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

10

11

5

6

Pentecost 5
Worship online

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
6:30 PM Worship 7:30 PM AA
& Music
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food Pan- 2:00 PM ATCC
try

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

12

13

14

15

17

18

Pentecost 6
Worship online

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food Pantry

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

19

20

21

22

24

25

Pentecost 7

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food Pantry

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

26

27

28

29

31

1

Pentecost 8

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
7:30 PM AA

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

7:30 PM AA

7

Friday

16

7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

23

30

9:00 AM Food Pantry

Who are These Masked
Worshippers?
Please wear your mask to worship!
(Masks are available for those who forget to
bring one.)

Please practice social distancing.
Please sit in designated pews.
Let’s work together to stay safe!
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Zion Messenger
Worship Services of Holy Communion
Recorded Services online
In-Person Worship Services begin July 19, 2020.
COVID-19 Protocols in Place
8:00 and 10:30 am
Sunday School Summer recess
The Rev. Lois K. Van Orden, Interim Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org

August Newsletter
Deadline is:
Monday
July 20, 2020

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

July 2020

If you would like to receive the newsletter
by email, please call the church office at
(717)566-2589.
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