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Preparing to Call a Permanent Pastor
Healthy relationships with rostered
leaders, staff, lay leaders and one another,
Honest and direct communication spoken
with love,
Honor boundaries, physical and emotional,
Value an environment which strengthens
families,
Value music,
Value servant-like ministries.

Later this month, you will have the
opportunity to vote to call a permanent
pastor. Council President Rich Weiss will
provide more information very soon about
the candidate, the process for a “meet and
greet,” and the congregation meeting to cast
your vote.



I trust that the Holy Spirit and this candidate
will speak to your heart and that you will
vote affirmatively. A strong, positive vote is
affirming to a candidate who feels called to
serve a particular congregation because of
what the congregation offers and the ways in
which his/her gifts match the congregation’s
profile. Yes, there are differences. The
“match” may not be one-to-one, but that is a
positive, because, you see, this provides
“space” for the congregation and the
candidate to stretch and grow together.




The Apostle Paul writes,

Let us celebrate this milestone in the life of our
congregation and rejoice that God has indeed
provided, once again, a shepherd to lead the
flock of Zion. May you be richly blessed as you
experience the movement from the interim
time to a time of permanency.
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know that all things work together for
good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. [Romans 8:28],
and,
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gifts he gave were that some would be
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,
some pastors and teachers… [Ephesians
4:11]
We have borne the interim time together
with patience and an openness to the work of
the Holy Spirit, growing and developing
spiritually, in which we recognize that we are
members of the priesthood of all believers. [1
Peter 2:9] Now, it is time to take all that has
been learned and continue to practice our
good behavior, to adhere to our Core Values:
Value God’s grace and our relationship
with the Triune God,
 Honor
and respect each other’s
differences to build a diverse and
inclusive community,
 Value the involvement and participation
of children and youth of all ages,






I encourage you to remember these Core
Values which were approved by the
congregation at the November 2019 Annual
Meeting. (The full text is found on page 4 of
this newsletter.) When you are feeling
frustrated, out-of-touch, or overwhelmed by
many changes, read the Core Values to remind
yourself who you are as a beloved child of God
who gathers with the faith community of Zion
Lutheran Church, Hummelstown.

In Christ’s service,
Pastor Van Orden

Pastor’s Vacation Plans
Pastor Van Orden will be enjoying a week of
vacation beginning Friday, July 31 and
continuing through Friday, August 7. The
Rev. Jim Stough will preside for the
recorded worship service for Sunday, August
2. Pastor Van Orden will return for the
August 9 Sunday worship service.
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Worship News

Worship Services
August 2, 2020: Recorded Service.
August 9, 16, 23 & 30: In-person gathering at
8:00 & 10:30 am

For Recorded Worship Services go to:
Website: www.zluth.org
(Worship tab—then click on sermons)
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/zluth

YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran ChurchHummelstown,” then subscribe.
For in-person gatherings—Come to the Church!
Check the Guidelines in this newsletter for returning to worship.
August 9, 2020
8:00 and 10:30 am

Special Worship Services in August
August 16, 2020 Come to hear the Myers/
Swanger family offer special music in the Gospel
style.
August 23, 2020 Vote to call a permanent pastor.
August 30, 2020 Zion Puppeteers lead worship.
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COVID-19 Protocols

Guidelines approved by the
Congregation Council
May 21, 2020
Participants
Lisa Ditty
Fran Gruber
Roxann Ebersole
Rose Knepp
Barb Fry
Pastor Van Orden
Background
In preparation for returning to in-person
gatherings for worship, these guidelines were
developed to help keep everyone safe. Let’s all
share in this compliance to keep one another
safe. If you have compromised health
conditions, please refrain from in-person
gatherings.
Guidelines

I. Worshippers take bulletins home with them
– no recycling, no placing in a trash
container which would necessitate disposal
after worship.
J. No greeting by pastor at the narthex door.

1. Develop an Enhanced Cleaning
Regimen
A. All hymnals, Bibles, pew cards and pencils
have been removed from the pews.
B. Hand sanitizers are found at the end of
each pew (outside and inside aisles).
C. All pews will be wiped with disinfectant/
mist fabric before the first worship
service and in between the two worship
services.
D. All doors and handles will be disinfected.

4. Communion distribution
Holy Communion is “touchless distribution”
by continuous flow at the Chapel Alcove.
At the direction of the usher, please gather all
of your personal items, including your bulletin,
and proceed to the Chapel Alcove.
Pick up a napkin with the bread. Please take a
napkin closest to you (do not reach over
napkins). Eat the bread.
Proceed to the next station to receive the wine.
Take a prefilled cup of wine from the tray
closest to you (do not reach over other cups).
Drink the wine.
Dispose of your cup and napkin in the
container provided.
Exit the sanctuary at the rear door.
5. Plan for New Traffic Patterns around
the Facility
A. Entrances/Exits are limited to reduce the
areas that need to be sanitized in between
services.
B. No exits are barred from use in case of an
emergency.

2. Re-imagine Worship Seating
Arrangements
A. Worshippers wear masks.
B. “First in – Last out” traffic flow from/to the
narthex (space at the front ramp).
C. Ushers wear masks and gloves to hand out
bulletins (upon entry).
D. Ushers accompany people to available seats
before worship.
E. Ushers direct people to leave offering in
stationary plates before going to pew.
F. Pews blocked off so that alternating halves
of each pew is available for seating.
G. Seat families together.
H. Ushers dismiss people at the end of
worship, from the back to the front.

3. Develop Additional Worship Services
or Worship Venues
A. Worship service times: 8:00 and 10:30 am.
B. An additional worship service time will be
added if attendance supports this action.
C. No congregational singing. Soloists may
offer special music from the Chancel.
D. No full choir. Solo or very small ensembles
could offer special music.
E. No sharing of the peace.

Guidelines are revised
as needed.
Please be patient as we work
through this process to keep one
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Council News

The Congregation Council did not hold a
regular meeting in July as this is usually the
“Sabbath” month for a time of rest. However,
with the call of a permanent pastor
progressing, the Council met on Wednesday,
July 22, to meet and interview a candidate.
Council voted unanimously to present the
candidate to the congregation at a date to be
determined. Details of the call process are
being worked out with Bishop Dunlop and
his staff.

Membership News
No updates this month.

Core Values
Worship We value God’s grace that comes to us as we gather to confess our sins and receive
forgiveness in the name of the triune God, as we hear the Word of God, as we gather
at the Lord’s Supper to receive his body and blood, and as we are sent into the world,
forgiven, nourished and refreshed to be God’s hands to serve others.
Relationships We value our relationship with the triune God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
responding with prayer, music and service, seeking to deepen our faith and love of
the Lord.
We value everyone as a child of God. We seek to honor and respect each other’s
differences to build a diverse and inclusive faith community where the use of time
and talents is encouraged to live out our baptismal identity as disciples of Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:11-13)
We value the involvement and participation of youth of all ages and abilities in the
life of the congregation, including in music, worship, service and leadership. And, we
direct resources of time, talent and treasure toward their faith formation. (Matthew
19:13-14 and Mark 10:13-14)
We value healthy relationships with our rostered leaders, staff members, lay leaders
and one another. We value honest and direct communication spoken with love. We
value faithfulness by following through with our commitments. We value respecting
physical and emotional boundaries. We value prayer to uplift and encourage one
another. We value Christ-like behavior at all times.
Family We value an environment which strengthens families (traditional, single parent,
same gender, etc.) and where Christian values are taught, nurtured and lived as one
of God’s active means to spread the Christian faith. (1 Timothy 5:4; 2 Timothy 3:16)
Music We value music that enriches worship, that supports outreach through special
programs, and that offers opportunities for learning through voice and bell choirs
and other ensembles.
Service We value servant-like ministries by hosting local charities, outreach programs and
fellowship groups for all ages and social organizations, and by encouraging financial
gifts to the poor, forgotten, marginalized and underserved. (Matthew 6:2-3)
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Christian Education
School Kits
for Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
The COVID pandemic has changed the
landscape for so many programs and
events—educational, social & entertainment.
Reflecting on all that is changing around us,
the Christian Education Ministry is
collecting school supplies to assemble school
kits for LWR, however, this year, we are
moving the event from Rally Day on
Sunday, September 13 to Reformation
Sunday, October 25.
The collection is being approached in two
ways. We are encouraging monetary
donations to purchase supplies in bulk. We
are also accepting in-kind donations
according to the list provided in this article.
These approaches encourage everyone’s
participation and safeguard those who do
not wish to put themselves at risk by
entering stores unnecessarily.
For in-kind donations, please take
advantage of the school supplies sales that
are happening now. Donations may be
dropped off at the church office.
For monetary donations, please clearly
mark your envelope/check “School Kits.”

In-Kind Donations
for LWR School Kits
As you shop for school supplies, please
follow these directions:


Give new items only.



No religious symbols, messages or the
name of the church on any items.



No items with a U.S. flag, patriotic or
military symbols, or references to the
armed forces, including camouflage.

School supplies (again, please follow these
guidelines; otherwise we will not be able to
use the donation):
70 sheet notebooks of wide or collegeruled paper; no loose-leaf paper (Go to
Wal-Mart or Staples for $.25 notebooks.)
Need 4 notebooks per school kit.
 30-centimeter rule, or a ruler with
centimeters on one side and inches on
the other.
 Pencil sharpener


Pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with
embedded steel blades are okay).
 Black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink).




Box of 16 or 24 crayons.



2 1/2 inch eraser.
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With Appreciation
From … Irma Stough

Love INC News
Love INC (In the Name of Christ)
Annual Lace Up with Love INC

We really appreciated and enjoyed the youth
puppeteers presentation of the service today.
Keep up the great work! Good to see youth
involvement in the life of Zion.

From … Eleanor Witmer
For Zion Church family,
A special thank you for all the lovely cards I
received for my birthday. It brightened d my
day.
- Love
Eleanor Witmer

Hundreds of registrations
from students-in-need have
poured in from Lower
Dauphin and Derry
Township school districts for
children to receive new sneakers before the
start of the new school year. Now, all we need
are the *NEW* sneakers to put on all of their
feet. Over 500 pairs of sneakers are
needed this year in various sizes from
children's size 11 through adult size 17 for male
students and children's size 11 through adult
size 12 for female students. Size and quantities
are posted regularly on our website. Namebrand athletic sneakers are preferred
for quality and durability. Reebok in the
Tanger Outlets, Hershey is partnering for this
drive and offering discounts on donated
sneakers. NEW Sneakers are being collected
at Reebok in the Tanger Outlets, Hershey, the
Love INC office, and Trinity UMC,
Hummelstown through August 4. Over 100
volunteers are needed to prepare for and fit all
of the registered students. Visit
LoveINCGreaterHershey.org to
sign up or call Love INC 835-0101.
Picnic For Love
INC Saturday August 15,
5 PM - 9 PM, The
Vineyard at
Hershey Featuring music,
light pre-packaged hors
d'oeuvres, corn hole, free wine tasting, and
more! Enjoy the deck overlooking the
beautiful vineyard or cool down in the airconditioned indoors. Proceeds benefit Love
INC of Greater Hershey. Tickets $20 through
8/12; $25 after 8/12. Purchase at
LoveINCGreaterHershey.org or 717-8350101. Capacity will be limited according to
CDC guidelines, and precautions in place at
the time of the event will be strictly followed.
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Social & Outreach Ministries Continued

Blood Drive
Sunday, August 30, 2020
8:00 am – 2:00 pm
The Central Penn Blood
Bank will be on site at
Zion
to
receive
donations of blood.
Please note the extended
hours to allow for social
distancing, etc. You will
need to wear a mask.
Please register by calling
1-800-771-0059 or sending an email
717giveblood.org. No registrations will be
taken through the church office or via
clipboards on Sunday mornings prior to the
drive.

Hummelstown
Food Pantry
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canned meats
Pasta sauce
Canned pasta
Macaroni &
cheese dinners
Dried pasta
Chunky soups
with meat
Peanut butter
Jelly

Financial gifts are
welcome!
Please mail your
check to the church
address.

Paper Towel Drive
Now through August,
you are asked to
donate rolls of paper
towels
(any
size
package
will
be
accepted). The donations will be divided
between the Bethesda Mission and Love
INC . Please place your donations on the
table or floor in the narthex.

Coordinator Needed for
Hummelstown Meals on Wheels
The
Hummelstown
Meals on Wheels is in
desperate need of a
coordinator.
This
position is responsible
for generating monthly schedule (mostly just
copying the previous month), following up
on those recipients who do not answer their
door or phone to assure their wellbeing, and
updating the delivery schedule as needed. If
you are able to help your Hummelstown
neighbors in this coordinator position or by
volunteering to deliver meals, please call Pat
Wagner 717-566-8926.

Bulletin & Altar Flower Dedications

Advance Notice of Blanket Drive

If you do not wish to take
the fresh flowers in the
altar vases with you after
the 10:30 am service, we
will use the silk flowers
arrangements instead and
your monetary gift will go
towards the altar flower fund. We are currently
not able to deliver flowers to our homebound
or hospitalized members due to COVID-19.
Altar flower dedications are $40.The
dedication binder is found in the Narthex
underneath the television. Requests are
needed by Wednesday noon preceding the
Sunday dedication.

Officially, the Blanket Drive will begin on
Sunday, October 4, 2020. Watch for
prewinter sales and pick up some bargains.
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Calling All Volunteers
Are you looking for a way to offer your time
during this pandemic in service to the Lord?
The Zion Lutheran Preschool is seeking
volunteers to clean the downstairs classroom
in preparation for the new school year. All
tables and chairs, shelves, toys and other
items need to be wiped with a disinfectant
solution.
You decide how much time you can give to
this vital effort for our preschool children.
Volunteers are invited to join together on
any one (or more) of the following days and
during these hours (again, your choice):
Monday, August 17

9:00 am—12:00 pm

Tuesday, August 18

9:00 am—12:00 pm

Wednesday, August 19 6:30 pm—8:30 pm
Please call the church office to let us know
when you are free to help with this much
needed and greatly appreciated work to
prepare the classrooms.

Thank you!
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Special Occasions
Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:
Warren Wagner
Celebrates 95 years
August 5, 2020
Mr. Warren Wagner
107 Brunner Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036
Lois Shreve
Celebrates 89 years
August 5, 2020
Mrs. Lois Shreve
7005 Terrann Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17112

Herbert Shuler
Celebrates 80 years
August 12, 2020
Mr. Herbert Shuler
7672 Forney Way
Harrisburg, PA 17112

Geraldine Myers
Celebrates 86 years
August 23, 2020
Mrs. Geraldine Myers
17 Wagner Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

David Myers
Celebrates 90 years
August 22, 2020
Mr. David Myers
17 Wagner Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Altar Flower Dedications
August 2, 2020
In honor of Sarah & Jesse Woodrow’s wedding anniversary
by Bob & Bonnie Rudi
In honor of Dave & Sue Templin’s
39th wedding anniversary
August 9, 2020
In memory of Alberta Demey by
The Alice Demey Estate
August 16, 2020
In memory of Lew Gruber on his birthday August 16 by
his wife, Elaine
August 23, 2020
In memory of Mr. & Mrs. John L. Viehdorfer by
John & Margaret Viehdorfer
August 30, 2020
In memory of Dorris Eby by
Brian Eby & Family
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August Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Church Office
Closed

2 Pentecost 9
Worship Online
7:30 PM AA

3

4

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
Recovery
7:30 PM AA

5

6

9:00 AM Food
Pantry

7

8

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

Pastor Van Orden—vacation (July 31—August 7)
9 Pentecost 10

8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

16 Pentecost 11

8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

23 Pentecost 12

10

11

12

13

14

15

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
Recovery
6:30 PM Worship & Music
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
12:00 PM Quiet
Service of Holy
Communion

2:00 PM ATCC

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

17

21

22

19

20

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
Recovery
7:30 PM AA

18

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
12:00 PM Quiet
Service of Holy
Communion

6:30 PM Congre- Church Office
gation Council
Closed

Church Office
Closed

24

26

27

28

29

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

25

Congregation Meeting 8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon 9:00 AM Food
& Call Vote
Packs
Packs
Pantry
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
Recovery
7:30 PM AA

30 Pentecost 13
Zion Puppeteers

31

8:00 AM Blood Drive
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

12:00 PM Quiet
Service of Holy
Communion

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
7:30 PM AA

Masked Worshippers
Offer Company to Church Staff During
Suspension of Worship Services
Please wear your mask to worship!
(Masks are available for those who forget to bring one.)

Please practice social distancing.
Please sit in designated pews.
Let’s work together to stay safe!
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Zion Messenger
Worship Services of Holy Communion
Recorded Services online
In-Person Worship Services begin August 9, 2020.
COVID-19 Protocols in Place
8:00 and 10:30 am
Sunday School Summer recess
The Rev. Lois K. Van Orden, Interim Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org

September Newsletter
Deadline is:
Monday
August 24, 2020

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

August 2020

Worship with us wherever you are…
If you would like to receive the newsletter
by email, please call the church office at
(717)566-2589.
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