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When I heard the wonderful news that you
voted to call the Rev. Dave Schreffler with
confidence, all I could do was to thank the
Lord for sending a pastoral candidate to you
who stirred your hearts with his engaging
personality and inspiring preaching. When we
come together as one mind in Christ, we are
richly blessed—whether it be a building
project, a new ministry, or the call of a
permanent pastor.

proceeded with interviews and presented a
candidate for call in March 2019. After a weak
call vote, the candidate decided not to accept
the call.

As Council President Rich Weiss noted in his
Temple Talk on August 9, the current Call
Committee worked within uniquely difficult
protocols under the umbrella of a world-wide
pandemic to interview Pastor Dave and then to
hear him preach. They are commended for
their work, openness to the Holy Spirit, and
for bringing this long-awaited process to a
close.

Again, the members gave their undivided
attention to interviewing candidates which led
to one candidate presented to the Council in
January 2020. After the interview, the Council
took some time to prayerfully consider the
candidate, resulting in a decision to not move
forward.

But in the ever-changing life of the church, the
current Call Committee was the third iteration
of Call Committees seeking a pastoral
candidate for Zion. We would be remiss in
overlooking the solid foundation that was laid
by the first and second Call Committees.
The first Call Committee was organized in May
2018. They had the daunting task of writing
the Mission Site Profile (MSP) which included
an extensive survey of the congregation to
gather input. The members:
Chris Ehmann, Chair
Pat Graybill
Carrie Amann

Shannon Bastian
Lynn Duffy
Tyler Moyer

The Call Committee was reorganized with
some members remaining and others leaving:
Chris Ehmann, Chair
Mitch Curry
Pat Graybill
Kayce Deibler
Carrie Amann
Jim Waxmonsky

And so, the Call Committee was reorganized:
John Kiessling, Co- Chair
Tim Bastian
Lynn Duffy, Co-Chair
Kayce Deibler
Sally Cummins
Peggy Wilson
This group interviewed four candidates and
ultimately came to the same conclusion—that
the Rev. Dave Schreffler was the candidate for
Zion. And so, as we say, the rest is history!
Why do I recount this history for you? For a
few reasons. First , to emphasize the
importance of expressing appreciation for all
of the time and efforts expended by all of the
above named individuals. The work of the
most recent Call Committee was indeed
shaped by the foundation laid by the first Call
Committee.
Continued page 3
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Worship News

Join us for Worship Sundays 8:00 & 10:30 am
In-Person, Live Streaming & Recorded services
Wednesday Quiet Service of Holy Communion
September 2, 9, 16 and 23: 12:00 noon—1:00 pm
September 9 only: 5:00—6:00 pm
For Live Streaming Worship Services go to:
Website: www.zluth.org
Click on header picture “Come Worship with Us”
You will be directed to the Worship page—
Click on the red box “Click here for Live Streaming.”
You will then be directed to Zion’s YouTube page.
Click on the “box” for the Sunday date (should be the first box).

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/zluth
YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church-Hummelstown,”
then subscribe.
For in-person gatherings—Come to the Church!
Review previous newsletters and communications regarding
protocols for returning to worship.
Wear a face mask

Honor 6’ social distancing

Worship Service Times: 8:00 and 10:30 am
Please stay at home if you are not feeling well or if you have
compromised health conditions.

Worship Services in September
September 6, 2020

Pentecost 14 (Lectionary 23)

September 13, 2020

Pentecost 15 (Lectionary 24)

September 20, 2020

Pentecost 16 (Lectionary 25)

September 27, 2020

Pentecost 17 (Lectionary 26)
2

Traditions
Musicians – a significant amount of being
one is about participating in traditions. Much
of what we are taught comes from an aural
experience. A significant amount of it has
been written down and compiled into books
and theses; however, there is the intangible
element of music that can never really be
translated into the written word. These ideas
and methods have become tradition because
they worked. Throughout the years though
technology, interests, and the world at large
has changed and continues to change. With
these changes there have been traditions that
have changed. While some have stayed as is,
others have changed and new ones adopted.
Another August is coming to an end and a
new school year is beginning. Traditionally, in
many churches, this means that choirs and
Sunday School classes are resuming for
another year. This is a time that I have always
looked forward to. Choir gowns being dusted
off and gathering again for rehearsals. 2020,
is going to be a different return. Worldwide
we are contending with the challenge of
COVID and the new world brought upon us as
a result. Subsequently, there have been things,
and will be things, that we must do differently.
But, there has also been things we
continue….however different they look, but
they have continued. This isn’t something new
to Zion. Earlier today I read a pamphlet, A
Brief Historical Sketch of Zion Lutheran
Church, and Zion has faced challenges before
and persevered. Many of the changes detailed
are evidence of the congregation’s growth and
the deepening of faith. This, this is something
to rejoice in. Martin Luther asked of us to be
Little Christs on Earth. We will move forward
with faith.
Musically, I am very excited for what is
coming this month! A string quartet made up
of Zion Youth will be starting and will be
presenting special music at the end of the
month. The bells are being brought out of
their slumber and dusted off as members of

Bells’ Angels are returning to rehearsals.
September also brings a new organist for the
month, Dan Stokes. Dan began his career here
at in Zion in 1974. Dan’s career has seen him
directing two very distinguished church music
programs in the Southern United States. Most
recently he was the interim Minister of Music
at Derry Presbyterian in Hershey, PA.
September 2020, the doors are being
thrown open – new and old. I am glad to be
witnessing this here at Zion.
Blessings,
Bill Deimler

Pastor’s message continued from page 1:
Second, vetting candidates is a challenging
process, one that benefits from experience.
Third, to remind you that our work is only a
part of the process. All things happen in God’s
time—not ours. Yes, we fashion colorful charts
to illustrate timelines to guide us in our search,
but ultimately, God is the one who determines
when things happen.
And so, as we continue to celebrate this
wondrous event of calling a permanent
pastor—which means that you will release me
at the end of September to rest and renew and
then to engage in another intentional interim
contract—let us not forget to give thanks to the
people intimately involved in the call process,
and above all, to give praise and glory to God
who fashions all things for God’s greater
purpose.
With joy and thanksgiving,
Pastor Van Orden
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Council News
The Congregation Council met on Thursday,
August 20, 2020 in the Sanctuary.
Jayanna Yeakle offered devotions.
Lynn Knepp presented the Financial report
which was accepted by the Council. The
generous offerings are keeping pace with,
and at times exceeding, the budgeted
amount. Again, the congregation is
commended for their stewardship during
this pandemic.
Lynn informed Council of the extensive file
purging that he and Sue Zacher have been
doing. They are clearing out/shredding old
financial records and preserving historical
files.
He proposed that Council grant $1,000.00 of
continuing education funds for the pastor to
Pastor Van Orden. Council approved.
Pastor Van Orden provided a written report,
noting that the return to in-person worship
services on Sunday morning is going very
well; the attendance at the Wednesday Quiet
Communion Services is also good and will
continue through September.
President Rich Weiss reviewed the details for
the upcoming call vote (Sunday, August 23)
to be sure that all is in good order.
Council received a verbal report from Julie
Joseph, Preschool Director. Preschool plans
to open with 12 children in the 3 year old
class as well as the 4 year old/Pre-K class.
Four more children are in the pipeline but
have not totally committed. The Preschool
will open, operating at a loss until more
children are enrolled—which is expected
with the Preschools at Trinity and Grace
United Methodist Churches not opening.
Pastor Van Orden asked for Council’s input
regarding COVID-19 waivers for groups that
use the facilities. Council approved that the
Girl Scouts, Karate group and Lark Studio
submit waivers for all participants.
Verbal updates by the following committees
were given as follows:
*Personnel Committee—Pastor Van Orden
reviewed the bio for organist candidate, Dan

Stokes. Dan will offer his services during
September on a temporary basis. Pastor Van
Orden asked Council for approval to offer the
position to Dan at an annual salary of
$15,000. This request was approved.
Social Ministry met with Pastor Van Orden
to plan upcoming events: Blood Drive on
August 30, paper towel drive during August,
blanket drive to begin October 4, and so
forth.
In closing, President Rich Weiss addressed a
timeline for Annual Report preparations.
The Annual Meeting will be Sunday,
November 15— a week earlier this year since
November 1 is a Sunday. He also reminded
Peggy Wilson, Chair, of the need to activate
the Nominating Committee.
He thanked everyone for their hard work,
especially in preparation for the call vote.
The meeting adjourned with the praying of
The Lord’s Prayer.

Membership News
Commended to God’s eternal care…
...on July 28, 2020, Betty J. (Light) Kautz
(homebound member). Funeral service at
Buse Funeral Home Hummelstown on July
30, 2020. Interment at Hummelstown
Cemetery on July 31, 2020.
United in Holy Matrimony….
...on August 22, 2020, Shelby Stang Lynn
Dove and Devin Eugene Cantrell (grandson of
Marty and Geri Scheidler) at the Cantrell
family home in Palmyra.
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Outreach Ministries & Other News

Wonderful Women of God
Wednesdays at 11:00 am
via Zoom Teleconferencing
Beginning September 9, 2020
Let’s get back together to exploring our faith.
Pastor Van Orden will offer excerpts from
Dangerous Wonder by Michael Yaconelli.
The author invites readers to recapture the
joy of being a child and applying it to their
relationship with God.
If you had not been participating in the
Zoom gatherings and would like to do so,
please contact the church office to let us
know of your interest. The Zoom link will be
sent to you closer to the date of the first
gathering.

Advance Notice of Blanket Drive
Officially, the Blanket Drive
will begin on Sunday, October
4, 2020. Watch for prewinter
sales and pick up some
bargains.

Hummelstown
Food Pantry
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canned meats
Pasta sauce
Canned pasta
Macaroni &
cheese dinners
Dried pasta
Chunky soups
with meat
Peanut butter
Jelly

One of the things that came to light during
the suspension of worship services is the lack
of birthdates and anniversary dates in the
church electronic database (called “Church
Windows”). We relied on the data in Church
Windows for announcements.
Please help us out and send an email to the
church office with the complete birthdate
(month, day, year) of all members of your
household and your wedding anniversary
(for those who are married). We will double
check the records and confirm with you that
your information has been updated.
Thank you for taking the initiative to address
this
request.
Maintaining
accurate
membership records is important to the life
of the congregation.

Financial gifts are
welcome!
Please mail your
check to the church
address.
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With Appreciation
From …

From …

Zion Members Regarding the

Health Ministries of

Call Vote Results

Christ Lutheran Church

•

Hallalejah!!...and AMEN!! - Sherry
Ebersole

•

Wonderful!!!! Praise God! And again
Rich (Weiss), thank you for your
inspiring leadership. - David Myers

•

Good news. Thanks to all who were
involved in this call process. - Pat & Tom
Derk

•

Thank you Rich (Weiss). And a very
special thank you to Church Council and
The Call Committee for all their time and
hard work! - Dave Warner

•

Amen! Praise the Lord. - James Stough

•

Such GOOD news!!! Thanks for the quick
update! - Lynn Duffy

•

Terrific news!! - Liz Willie

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Thank you for your donation in June of the
medical and personal care items to Health
Ministries of Christ Lutheran Church. We
continue to keep the walk-in clinic open for
those in our community who need help with
an injury, illness, or health care items such
as those you donated. Your support is
appreciated by all.
May God keep you all safe and healthy.
Grace and Peace,
The Rev. Andrew Stockstill

From … Geri & David Myers
Dear Zion friends,
Geri and I want to thank so many of you for
your cards on our recent birthdays.
From … Joyce Miller

Congratulations to all who welcomed our
new permanent pastor on Sunday, August
23, 2020.
We are blessed!

Thank you to all my Zion
friends for my beautiful
birthday cards. They gave me
many days of happiness.

And Zion is truly rising!
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Christian Education
School Kits
for Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
The COVID pandemic has changed the
landscape for so many programs and
events—educational, social & entertainment.
Reflecting on all that is changing around us,
the Christian Education Ministry is
collecting school supplies to assemble school
kits for LWR, however, this year, we are
moving the event from Rally Day on
Sunday, September 13 to Reformation
Sunday, October 25.
The collection is being approached in two
ways. We are encouraging monetary
donations to purchase supplies in bulk. We
are also accepting in-kind donations
according to the list provided in this article.
These approaches encourage everyone’s
participation and safeguard those who do
not wish to put themselves at risk by
entering stores unnecessarily.
For in-kind donations, please take
advantage of the school supplies sales
that are happening now. Donations may
be dropped off at the church office.
For monetary donations, please clearly
mark your envelope/check “School Kits.”

In-Kind Donations
for LWR School Kits
As you shop for school supplies, please
follow these directions:
Give new items only.
No religious symbols, messages or the name
of the church on any items.
No items with a U.S. flag, patriotic or
military symbols, or references to the
armed forces, including camouflage.
School supplies (again, please follow these
guidelines; otherwise we will not be able to
use the donation):
 70 sheet notebooks of wide or college-

ruled paper; no loose-leaf paper (Go to
Wal-Mart or Staples for $.25 notebooks.)
Need 4 notebooks per school kit.
 Black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink).
 Box of 16 or 24 crayons.
 2 1/2 inch eraser.

We currently need:
Notebooks- 4
Pens- 347
Crayon boxes- 4
Erasers- 9
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Special Occasions
Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:
Delphine Etnoyer
Celebrates 87 years
September 3, 2020
Mrs. Delphine Etnoyer
354 North Hoernerstown Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Sally (Esther) Engle
Celebrates 82 years
September 20, 2020
Mrs. Esther Engle
4 Rosemont Court
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Marjory Nelson
Celebrates 83 years
September 9, 2020
Mrs. Marjory Nelson
7055 Creek Run Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Dorothy Jean Shepler
Celebrates 92 years
September 23, 2020
Ms. Dorothy Jean Shepler
Hummelstown Manor 110
300 Poplar Avenue
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Janet Seitz
Celebrates 81 years
September 12, 2020
Mrs. Janet Seitz
117 Graystone Drive
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Margi Zimmerman
Celebrates 84 years
September 26, 2020
Mrs. Margi Zimmerman
315 Gates Road
Hershey, PA 17033

Trudy Gobbel
Celebrates 92 years
September 17, 2020
Mrs. Gertrude Gobbel
301 Community Circle
Palmyra, PA 17078
Robert & Betty Kautz
August 13, 1960
Congratulations on 60 years of marriage!
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September Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

30

31

1

2

Pentecost 13
Zion Puppeteers
8:00 AM Blood Drive
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
6:30 PM Property Committee
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
6:30 PM Zion
String Quartet
7:30 PM Bells
Angels

6

7

8

9

Pentecost 14
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Sunday School- All
ages
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

Labor DayChurch Office
Closed
8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
6:30 PM Preschool Board via
Zoom
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
5:00 PM Holy
Communion
6:30 PM Zion
String Quartet
7:30 PM Bells
Angels

13

14

15

Pentecost 15 Rally Day
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Sunday School- All
ages
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
Recovery
7:30 PM AA

20

21

Pentecost 16
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Sunday School- All
ages
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
Recovery
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
6:30 PM Zion
String Quartet
7:30 PM Bells
Angels

27

28

30

Pentecost 17
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Sunday School- All
ages
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
Recovery
7:30 PM AA

22

29

Thursday
3

Friday

Saturday

4

5

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

10

11

12

2:00 PM ATCC

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

16

17

18

19

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
6:30 PM Zion
String Quartet
7:30 PM Bells
Angels

6:30 PM Congre- Church Office
gation Council
Closed

Church Office
Closed

23

24

25

26

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

2

3

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

1

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
6:30 PM Zion
String Quartet
7:30 PM Bells
Angels

Masked Worshippers
are so GLAD to see you once again!
Please wear your mask to worship!
(Masks are available for those who forget to bring
one.)

Please practice social distancing.
Please sit in designated pews.
Let’s work together to stay safe!
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Zion Messenger
Worship Services of Holy Communion
Live Streaming and Recorded Worship services:
In-Person Worship Services
COVID-19 Protocols in Place
8:00 and 10:30 am
Sunday School Summer recess
The Rev. Lois K. Van Orden, Interim Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/zluth/

October Newsletter
Deadline is:
Monday
September 21, 2020

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

September 2020

If you would like to receive the newsletter
by email, please call the church office at
(717)566-2589.
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