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...the quality of being thankful;
readiness to show appreciation for
and to return kindness.
You have expressed your gratitude for my
pastoral leadership during the interim time
with love and abundant gifts—individual bags
of thoughtful items for me to enjoy, a huge gift
basket of food, snacks and wine, and a basket
overflowing with cards that express the ways
that you experienced my pastoral care and
leadership.
Now, it is time for me to express my gratitude
for you—
*for opening your hearts to receive me as your
pastor when I first arrived on November 8,
2015—the Veteran’s Recognition Service;
*for your willingness to trust me—to trust that
we could set priorities and focus on a vision to
accomplish what has been in the hearts of Zion
for many years—a new elevator;
*for your willingness to confide your pain and
sorrow and to be open to guidance for healing;
*for your faith in God and in one another that
you could indeed forgive, reconcile, and put
the past to rest to move forward;
*for your willingness to learn through God’s
Word read and preached, through book
studies, through one another’s wisdom;
*for the invitations to lunch and to your homes
to get to know one another;
*for laughing with me, for laughing at me
when I made mistakes, for laughing at my
lame sermon jokes!

And so I thank you from the bottom of my
heart for the privilege of serving you. I have
truly enjoyed these past five years—yes, the
bumps in the road, smooth sailing, and the
upward climbs. It’s been hard work—very hard
work—but work that has used my gifts and
filled my soul with joy. Frederick Beuchner,
Presbyterian minister wrote in his book,
Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC:
“The place God calls you to is the place where

your deep gladness and the world’s deep
hunger meet.”
You were hungry and I was ready to serve with
gladness. We met and accomplished so much
together.
Now I pray that you will continue to ride this
glorious wave that God has set before you,
with your new pastor. May God indeed bless
you and Pastor Dave and all of Hummelstown
together as I go to another place that is hungry
for pastoral leadership in a time of transition.
With gratitude, Pastor Lois Van Orden
Photograph by
Jim Davis and
gift from the
congregation
with Jim and
Shirley’s
thoughtfulness
that
I
call
“Crown
of
Thorns”

Thank you!
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Worship News

Join us for Worship Sundays 8:00 & 10:30 am
In-Person, Live Streaming & Recorded services.
For Live Streaming Worship Services go to:
Website: www.zluth.org
Click on header picture “Come Worship with Us”
You will be directed to the Worship page—
Click on the red box “Click here for Live Streaming.”
You will then be directed to Zion’s YouTube page.
Click on the “box” for the Sunday date (should be the first box).
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/zluth
YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church-Hummelstown,”
then subscribe.

For in-person gatherings—Come to the Church!
Review previous newsletters and communications regarding
protocols for returning to worship.
Wear a face mask

Honor 6’ social distancing

Worship Service Times: 8:00 and 10:30 am
Please stay at home if you are not feeling well or if you have
compromised health conditions.

Worship Services in October
October 4, 2020
Pentecost 18 (Lectionary 27)
St. Francis of Assisi
October 11, 2020
Pentecost 19 (Lectionary 28)
October 18, 2020
Pentecost 20 (Lectionary 29)
St. Luke, Evangelist
October 25, 2020
Reformation Sunday
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October is here! While the end of August and
September is a time that I look forward to, I
think I am happiest in October. The colors of
fall – vibrant shades of yellows, oranges, reds
and browns provide a sense of comfort. To
me, these colors are a reward for all the hard
work of Spring and Summer. I cannot wait to
being blanketed in the warmth of a sweater
and soaking in the smorgasbord of October’s
nature scape. The plate is being prepared for a
bountiful new year. “The grass withers, the
flower fades, but the word of our God will
stand forever” Isaiah 40:8.
Summer is done but musically, we are just
starting the year! The music library here at
Zion is well on its way to being fully cataloged
and completely filed. I am really excited for
this! The time has come for my office to no
longer look like a medical records closet! The
Zion String Quartet and Bells’ Angels have
started rehearsing. The sounds of the quartet
and the bells are exciting. I can also report
that Dan has accepted the call to be our
organist. Additionally, our relationship with a
new minister is beginning. I hope you join me
in being excited for Pastor Van Orden’s new
journey and with a glad heart have waved a
loving goodbye all while knowing new doors
are opening.

As I find out more about each of you, the
pursuit of those with musical gifts is a constant
campaign.
Blessings,
Bill Deimler
Minister of Music

Welcome Dan Stokes—Organist!
We are richly blessed that God, through the
work of the Holy Spirit, has guided Dan back to
where he first started to play the organ for
worship services. Yes! Right here at Zion was
where Dan began as a 15 year old youth. He
still remembers the gracious reception that
Zion gave him at that early age and he is so
thankful for the same, warm, gracious
reception 47 years later!
Listen to Dan play this beautiful instrument.
He really knows his way around Zion’s pipes!
Thank you Dan for sharing your
extraordinary musical gifts with us!

I do however need a favor and I would like to
ask for your help. Anyone who has a musical
gift and is interested in sharing that gift with
the congregation, please let me know. The
latest information regarding a vaccine is
suggesting that widespread availability of the
vaccine is not going to happen before late
spring of 2021. Without an effective vaccine
we are not going to be able to resume the
musical activities that many of us associate
with church. I am very thankful for the
generous expressions of faith we have received
thus far. But I am keeping my ear to the
ground.
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Council News
The Congregation Council met on Thursday,
September 17, 2020 via Zoom.
Bonnie Rudi offered devotions about “when
God is doing something new and we’re stuck
in the past.”
Council approved the minutes of the August
20, 2020 regular Council meeting and
accepted the minutes of the August 23, 2020
special congregation meeting.
Lynn Knepp presented the Financial report
which was accepted by the Council. We
continue to be blessed with generous
offerings during this pandemic. Again, the
congregation is commended for their
stewardship during this unprecedented time.

Property—Peggy Wilson, chair, shared the
need for Zimmerman Slate Roofing to repair
the slate roof to prevent further water leaks
that developed in the sanctuary ceiling.
In closing, President Rich Weiss once again,
expressed appreciation for everyone’s hard
work and leadership.
The meeting adjourned with the praying of
The Lord’s Prayer.

Pastor Van Orden provided a written report,
thanking Council for their support over the
past five years of interim ministry.
Lynn Duffy volunteered to serve as “Zoom
operator” for future Council meetings.
President Rich Weiss expressed his
appreciation for all who stepped forward to
help with the call vote on August 23, 2020.
He noted that all of the volunteers made the
process move along very smoothly.
Verbal updates by the following committees
were given as follows:
*Nominating Committee—Peggy Wilson,
chair, is pleased with the progress so far with
two nominees. She will arrange a meeting
with the committee to gather more
nominees.
*Preschool—Bonnie Rudi, Chair of the
Preschool Board, shared that the enrollment
is at 14 children, enough to “break even” with
staff and other administrative expenses. The
Board is looking for a parent of a current
Preschool child and a member of the
congregation “at large” to serve; preferably
one of the new members will have financial
experience. The Fifth Sunday envelopes from
August 30, 2020 totaled $1,596.00.
*Personnel
Committee—President
Rich
Weiss announced that Dan Stokes has
decided to accept the position as organist.

Membership News
Commended to God’s eternal care...
...on September 10, 2020 Elenora Young
(homebound member) at Frye Village in
Middletown. Graveside service on Saturday,
October 3, 2020, Hummelstown Cemetery;
Pastor Van Orden officiating.
To be united in Holy Matrimony….
...on October 4, 2020, Amanda Kelly and Kyle
Stone at Zion; Pastor Van Orden officiating.
4

Outreach Ministries & Other News

Wonderful Women of God
Wednesdays at 11:00 am
via Zoom Teleconferencing
Pastor Dave will continue to lead the group
with exploring our faith, using the book,
Dangerous Wonder by Michael Yaconelli.
The author invites readers to recapture the
joy of being a child and applying it to their
relationship with God.
If you had not been participating in the
Zoom gatherings and would like to do so,
please contact the church office to let us
know of your interest. The Zoom link will be
sent to you closer to the date of the first
gathering.

Begins: October 4
Ends: November 22
It’s time to begin
purchasing blankets
for Zion’s Blanket
Drive that runs from
October 4 through November 22, 2020.
Blankets will be given to Christ Lutheran
Church and the Bethesda Mission. Donations
may be placed outside the door of the church
office.
Help keep someone warm his year.

Hummelstown
Food Pantry
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canned meats
Pasta sauce
Canned pasta
Macaroni &
cheese dinners
Dried pasta
Chunky soups
with meat
Peanut butter
Jelly

Financial gifts are
welcome!
Please mail your
check to the church
address.

One of the things that came to light during
the suspension of worship services is the lack
of birthdates and anniversary dates in the
church electronic database (called “Church
Windows”). We relied on the data in Church
Windows for announcements.
Please help us out and send an email to the
church office with the complete birthdate
(month, day, year) of all members of your
household and your wedding anniversary
(for those who are married). We will double
check the records and confirm with you that
your information has been updated.
Thank you for taking the initiative to address
this
request.
Maintaining
accurate
membership records is important to the life
of the congregation.

CROP WALK
Sunday, October 25,
2020, 12:30 pm
Donations
are
being
accepted now through
October
25
for
all
walkers. Please make your check payable to
"Zion Lutheran Church" and write, "Crop
Walk" on the memo line, or note on the
envelope. Donations may be placed in
the separate offering envelope in the
back of the sanctuary.
All donations are for the Central
Pennsylvania Food Bank. Help us beat last
year’s goal of $2,000. Participation as a
walker is also encouraged. Please plan to join
the socially distanced walkers on October 25
at 12:30 at Milton Hershey High School
parking lot E.
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With Appreciation

From … Bill & Delphine Etnoyer
Thanks to all the people of Zion for the
cards for our birthdays and wedding
anniversary. May love be with all of you.
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Christian Education
School Kits for
Lutheran World
Relief (LWR)
Results
Your kindness and
generosity to the
School Kits of Care project has enabled us to
exceed our goal of being able to pack 120
school kits for children in need throughout
the world. This mission project is allowing us
to be part of giving children so much more
than supplies. Our donations are providing a
sense of normal when life may be filled with
trauma and chaos. These supplies are giving
children an opportunity to attend school.
Thank you so much for supporting this
project since 2017 and making an impact on
youth in El Salvador (2017), in Nicaragua
and Rwanda (2018,) and in Rwanda and
Nicaragua (2019). If you’d like to learn more
about this project visit https://lwr.org/kits/
school-kits.

Reports Due
October 8, 2020
All committee and
other reports that are
to be included in the
Annual Report are
due by Monday, October 8, 2020.
Please submit your report to the church
office: zluthoffice@gmail.com

Thank you!

Sunday School Classes

Sunday school classes continue to be in
recess due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Please watch the newsletter and weekly
announcements for the date to regroup.

Confirmation
Ministry
Confirmation Ministry
will gather via Zoom
with Pastor Dave in
October.
Watch for an email
from Pastor Dave!

Zoom Meetings
Attention all Committee Chairs
and Lay Leaders
A Zoom account has been set up for your use
should you wish to meet virtually instead of
in-person at the church. Please contact
Vilma Linde, Parish Administrator, who will
set up the meeting for you. She will copy the
invitation and send that to you to share with
your members. Please allow lead time for
these requests so that meetings may be
accurately scheduled and communicated.
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Special Occasions
Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:
David Nelson
Celebrates 83 years
October 4, 2020
Mr. David Nelson
7055 Creek Run Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Arlene Stare
Celebrates 93 years
October 17, 2020
Mrs. Arlene Stare
23 North Walnut Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Geraldine Scheidler
Celebrates 83 years
October 4, 2020
Mrs. Geraldine Scheidler
227 Mopar Avenue
Palmyra, PA 17078

Shirley Breckenmaker
Celebrates 87 years
October 21, 2020
Mrs. Shirley Breckenmaker
200 Cottage Drive #109
Palmyra, PA 17078

Kenneth Smitley
Celebrates 80 years
October 6, 2020
Mr. Kenneth Smitley
11 Bindnagles Rd.
Palmyra, PA 17078

Jean Evans
Celebrates 80 years
October 22, 2020
Mrs. Jean Evans
70 Fairfax Lane
Annville, PA 17003

Robert Shaeffer
Celebrates 87 years
October 15, 2020
Mr. Robert Shaeffer
1901 North 5th Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102

Thomas Derk
Celebrates 88 years
October 28, 2020
Mr. Thomas Derk
720 Knight Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Marlene Hand
Celebrates 88 years
October 17, 2020
Mrs. Marlene Hand
1267 Jill Drive
Hummelstown, PA 17036
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October Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Saturday
3

6:30 PM Execu- Church Office
tive Committee Closed
6:30 PM
Cheng's Karate

Church Office
Closed
11:00 AM Kelly/
Stone Rehearsal
12:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio

8

10

4

5

6

7

Pentecost 18
St. Francis of Assisi
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
3:30 PM Amanda Kelly/Kyle
Stone Wedding
7:30 PM AA

4:00 PM Falcon
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
6:00 PM Social
Ministry
6:30 PM Worship & Music
Committee
6:30 PM
Cheng's Karate
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
6:30 PM Christian Ed via Zoom
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food Pan- 2:00 PM ATCC Church Office
try
6:30 PM
Closed
4:30 PM LARK The- Cheng's Karate
atre Studio
6:30 PM Zion
Reports
String Quartet
due for the
7:30 PM Bells AnAnnual
gels
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Church Office
Closed

11

12

13

14

15

17

Pentecost 19
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

4:00 PM Falcon
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
6:30 PM
Cheng's Karate
6:30 PM Youth
Advisory Committee
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
6:30 PM Preschool Board via
Zoom
6:30 PM Stewardship
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food Pantry
6:30 PM Zion
String Quartet
7:30 PM Bells Angels

6:30 PM
Church Office
Cheng's Karate Closed
6:30 PM Congregation Council

Church Office
Closed
12:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Pentecost 20
St. Luke Evangelist
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

4:00 PM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon 9:00 AM Food Pan- 6:30 PM
Packs
Packs
try
Cheng's Karate
5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
6:30 PM Zion
Recovery
String Quartet
6:30 PM
7:30 PM Bells AnCheng's Karate
gels
7:30 PM AA

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

25

26

30

31

Pentecost 21
Reformation Sunday
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
12:30 PM CROP Walk
7:30 PM AA

4:00 PM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon 9:00 AM Food Pan- 6:30 PM
Packs
Packs
try
Cheng's Karate
5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
6:30 PM Zion
Recovery
String Quartet
6:30 PM
7:30 PM Bells AnCheng's Karate
gels
7:30 PM AA

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

Report.

27

28

29

16

Masked Worshippers are so GLAD to see you once again!
Please wear your mask to worship!
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Zion Messenger
Worship Services of Holy Communion
Live Streaming and Recorded Worship services:
In-Person Worship Services
COVID-19 Protocols in Place
8:00 and 10:30 am
Sunday School Summer recess
The Rev. David J. Schreffler, Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/zluth/

November Newsletter
Deadline is:
Monday
October 19, 2020

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 W. Main Street

October 2020

If you would like to receive the newsletter
by email, please call the church office at
(717)566-2589.
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