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I call it “Danger—Danger—Danger”:
“When I am an old man, I shall wear black
socks with shorts and sandals which will look
ridiculous.

For my article this month, I am beginning with
a poem by Jenny Joseph titled “Warning”.
“When I am an old woman I shall wear
purple
With a red hat which doesn't go, and
doesn't suit me. And I shall spend my
pension on brandy and summer gloves.
And satin sandals, and say we've no money
for butter.
I shall sit down on the pavement when I'm
tired. And gobble up samples in shops and
press alarm bells. And run my stick along
the public railings. And make up for the
sobriety of my youth. I shall go out in my
slippers in the rain. And pick flowers in
other people's gardens. And learn to spit.
You can wear terrible shirts and grow
more fat. And eat three pounds of sausages
at a go.
Or only bread and pickle for a week. And
hoard pens and pencils and beermats and
things in boxes.
But now we must have clothes that keep us
dry. And pay our rent and not swear in the
street. And set a good example for the
children. We must have friends to dinner
and read the papers.
But maybe I ought to practice a little now?
So people who know me are not too
shocked and surprised. When suddenly I
am old, and start to wear purple. “
If you recognize the outfit of the woman in the
poem, you will soon realize that the “Red Hat
Society” founded in the mid 1990’s sprung
from the lines of this poem. I include this
poem because I have re-written it – and
inserted myself into the poem.

And I shall spend too much money on people
holding signs that say things like “Homeless
Veteran” or “Need money for gas”; which will
mean I will have less money to spend on
lottery tickets. I shall sit in Starbucks by
myself at a table for four and not drink coffee.
I will clip my nails during the sermon at
church; and will go up for communion two
times during the same worship service. I shall
walk out to my mailbox wearing a shirt that is
too small, and not worry what my neighbors
think.
Yes, you can wear running pants that are too
small and eat at Duck Donuts twice a day; or
you can have just carrots and raisins for a
week. You can hoard pens, and more pens in
your shirt and jacket pockets.
But now I must wear a black suit; and put my
offering in the plate so others see; and make
sure people know my ancestors gave money
for the stain glass windows and the pew
cushions; and eat orange Jello with carrots at
the church picnic.
But, maybe I should practice a little now?
Perhaps I might sit next to a stranger in
church; smile at the crying child instead of
scowling at their parents; and give up my seat
to a stranger so people can remember that
Jesus welcomed everyone, equally—lepers,
children, the sick, the mentally ill, and smelly
homeless people. In fact Jesus sought them out
for ministry—and so should we”.
Here is my analysis. I have been called to Zion
Lutheran Church Hummelstown, and I am
thrilled to be your pastor. As such, it is going to
take us time to get to know each other. So, while
we are in this pandemic crisis, I encourage you
to reach out to me when you can – as I will be
trying to reach out to each one of you.
Continued on Page 3
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Worship News

Join us for Worship Sundays 8:00 & 10:30 am
In-Person, Live Streaming & Recorded services.

Worship Services in November
November 1, 2020
All Saint’s Day
November 8, 2020
Veteran’s Sunday Recognition
November 15, 2020
Pentecost 24 (Lectionary 33)
Annual Congregation Meeting
November 22, 2020
Christ the King
November 29, 2020
Advent 1

Veteran’s Sunday Recognition
November 8, 2020
Veterans – please come to one of the
worship services to be recognized.
When you enter the worship space,
check in with an usher to “sign in” for
recognition during the worship
service.
We give thanks for all branches of the
military: Air Force, Army, Coast Guard,
Marines and Navy.
We give thanks for their service with valor,
honor and commitment to defend our
freedom and democracy.

Annual Congregation Meeting
Sunday November 15, 2020
In the Sanctuary
following the 10:30 am worship
service
Diane B. Baten, 12/21/19,
mother of Jeffrey D. Baten
Kenneth J. Miller,
01/23/20, husband of Ellen , father of Eugene, Phyllis, Janine, Christine, Jeff &
Kenneth
We remember with
thanksgiving those who
entered life eternal this
past year.

Doris E. Hooven,
02/01/20, mother of
Thomas, Scott, Marilyn &
Karen

Frances H. WolfersbergerWagner 05/02/20, mother
of Edward
James R. Morgan, Jr.,
06/18/20, father of Adam
& Jenna
Betty Kautz, 07/28/20,
sister of Bob Kautz
Elenora M. Young,
9/10/20, aunt of Terry

Glenn K. Van Winkle,
02/10/20, husband of
Shirley, father of Sherrie &
Annette
Worship News Continued on Page 8
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And while not everyone is comfortable coming
to church, still we need to treat each other with
respect, as the world around us seems to be
seeking new and different ways to insult one
another.
As members of a fallen humanity, sometimes
we get too hung up on ourselves—worrying
about what others think—not only about
ourselves, but about our churches as well. We
need to be “who we were created and are loved
to be”—children of G-d. We need to live this
way around our Christian brothers and sisters—
as well as around those outsiders who come
into our midst. We are flawed people. Our
identity should not come from race, gender, or
vocation—our identity comes from being
baptized children of G-d. But that also means
that we are not clones of one another. Of
course, right now we are in “pandemic mode” –
so our world is so very different than it was just
a year ago. That demands that we work just a
little harder being accommodating to one
another, remembering one another, and
reaching out to one another.
It is going to take me time to get to learn your
faces and names, first with masks on, then
without. And while not everyone is ready to
come to church every Sunday, there will come a
time when we will, once again, watch as some
of us come and want to sit in the back of the
church, and some in the front. Some will
tolerate church for the entire service, others
may leave occasionally to relieve their backs or
other parts of their bodies. Some will be
grateful that they can take communion every
week, others may want to skip once in a while.
That is what makes us unique and special—the
differences among us. Christ makes no
distinctions among believers—and neither
should we.
Perhaps we need to stop worrying about
frivolous matters, like pecking orders, and
arguing over candidates for POTUS or
SCOTUS—put on our purple pants and our red
hats, our black socks and sandals, and see what

more all of us can do here at Zion, for the least
of those among us in our community—not to be
standouts--but to stand up for the Gospel.
Rev. David J. Schreffler

Pastor’s Office Hours
Monday: Flexible
Tuesday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Wednesday: 10:00 am - 1:30 pm
Thursday: 9:00 am- 1:30 pm
Friday: Off
Saturday: Variable
Sunday: 6:00 am to…
Contacting Pastor Dave
Please contact him for pastoral care concerns
by email, revschreff@hotmail.com or cell
phone 717-802-2749.

Board Member
We are in need of an atlarge member for the
preschool board. Anyone
from the congregation is
eligible. A background in or experience with
budgets would be helpful. We meet the first
Tuesday of the month at 6pm. Please contact
zluthpreschool@gmail.com.

R& K Subs Fundraiser
Orders are being accepted through November 1,
2020 for 12” Italian sub rolls or pretzel
sandwiches. Proceeds benefit the preschool
project to fix the playground in the courtyard.
Pick up your order form in the Narthex and
drop off with your payment through the secure
church office door mailbox. Delivery date for
subs is November 11, 2020.
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Council News
The Congregation
Council met on
October 15, 2020
via zoom
Beth Rager offered
devotions based on
the theme of fall:
Seasons in our life
change us, but Jesus
tells us we must let
go of the old in order to gain a new perspective.
Lynn Knepp provided a financial report which
was approved by council. Because of the
continued generosity of the congregation, the
Zion Rising debt has been reduced to
approximately $2,100 and hopefully will be paid
off before the end of the year. Another indication
of the continued generosity of Zion are
the offerings for the “Giving Tree”. We bless God
and
the
ministry
of
Zion
when
these sponsorships continue even though many
are worshipping from home.
Lynn Knepp provided a draft and verbal report
of the proposed 2021 annual budget. Points of
note: it is likely that Zion will incur major
property repairs in 2021, including repointing of
the outside stone walls, and repainting the
Nave; many contributions are usually received at
the Christmas Eve and Easter services, neither of
which may take place in person in the upcoming
months due to the pandemic; and memorial
funds were indicated to be drawn upon in order
to balance the budget in both 2019 and 2020, in
the end, but thanks be to God that was not
needed for either year.
Pastor Schreffler expressed his excitement for
being called to Zion. He reviewed his pastoral
acts since October 1; his Expectations for
Council 2020-21; his Expectations, Goals and
Priorities for 2020-21; and a Covenant of
Conduct, which he plans to share with the
congregation; and stressed open communication
and transparency among all persons in the
congregation. Pastor Schreffler also indicated
that his Installation service is tentatively
scheduled for Nov. 15 at 4 p.m.

President Rich Weiss discussed tasks related to
conducting the Annual Congregational meeting.
The Executive Committee along with Tim Bastian
and Lisa Ditty will meet to work through these
tasks.
The following verbal reports were
provided:
Christian Education
Chair Bonnie Rudi indicated the committee is
exploring if there is a safe way for youth to gather
to assemble school kits. Parents have been
surveyed about the children returning for
Sunday School. The Preschool is still looking for
board members, and the enrollment may reach
16 students next month. The Preschool’s COVID19 protocols worked as planned following
one parent testing positive; the child was
quarantined and can return after adhering to the
appropriate quarantine directive. Preschool
Director Julie Joseph is exploring options for
fundraisers.
Nominating Committee
Chair Peggy Wilson indicated that four
candidates for council have been identified.
Worship and Music
Chair Lynn Duffy indicated that the congregation
will begin using the prepackaged communion
wine/wafer cups soon. Lynn described the
difficult discussion regarding Christmas Eve
services related to occupancy restrictions/social
distancing.
For
this coming
Christmas
season, decorations will be curtailed, although
poinsettias will still be offered for purchase/
dedication. The committee recommended and
Church Council approved that, out of an
abundance
of
caution,
the
Christmas
Eve service be prerecorded and offered virtually
only; no in-person worship.
President Rich Weiss offered closing remarks
and thanked everyone for helping whenever
asked, especially during these challenging
days. The meeting closed with a prayer from
Pastor Schreffler.
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Outreach Ministries

Wonderful Women of God
Wednesdays at 10:30 am
Demey Library/Zoom
Join
Pastor
David
Schreffler as he covers
excerpts from the book
Dangerous Wonder by
Michael Yaconelli. If
you would like to
participate via Zoom instead of in person,
please contact the church office to let us
know of your interest. We will then email the
Zoom link to you.

Through
November 22
Bring
in
your
blankets for Zion’s
Blanket Drive that
runs
through
November 22, 2020. Blankets will be given
to Christ Lutheran Church and the Bethesda
Mission. So far we have collected 56
blankets. Donations may be placed outside
the door of the church office.
Help keep someone warm his year.

Hummelstown
Food Pantry
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canned pasta
Pasta sauce
Chunky soups
with meat
Pasta sides
Dried pasta (no
elbow pasta)
Brownie/cake
mix
Instant oatmeal
packets

Crop Walk
Donations
are
being
accepted now through
November 1 for all
walkers. Please make
your check payable to
"Zion Lutheran Church" and write, "Crop
Walk" on the memo line, or note on the
envelope. Donations may be placed in
the separate offering envelope in the
back of the sanctuary.
Help us beat last year’s goal of $2,000. All
donations are for the Central Pennsylvania
Food Bank.
Loving Our
Community Online
Auction
November 9 - 15, 2020
Multi-day online event
featuring local artisans, neighborhood
businesses, and handcrafted pies to benefit
the ministries of Love INC of Greater
Hershey. A goal of this auction, in addition
to raising funds, is to feature local artisans
and neighborhood businesses, especially
those that may have been impacted by the
pandemic. If you or someone you know is a
local artisan or business owner and would
like to be featured, please contact Love INC,
717-835-0101 or
ptenhuisen@LoveINCGreaterHershey.org
Glove, Hat & Scarf Drive
November 29, 2020-February 2021

Financial gifts are
welcome!
Please mail your
check to the church
address.

Look for sales, make your purchases and
bring in your donations, adding them to the
“glove tree” in the Narthex.
Let’s help keep others warm this
winter.
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Christian Education

Sunday School Classes
Sunday School classes for pre and post
Confirmation aged youth will continue to be
on hold until after the New Year.

Confirmation Ministry
Pastor Dave will hold a Zoom
meeting on November 1, 2020
at 5:00 pm to discuss the start
and continuation of
Confirmation. A letter has
been sent to all Confirmands
with additional information about this
meeting

Christmas Angel Tree
Zion’s Angel Tree project will take on a new
format this year due to the pandemic. No
shopping required; instead we are requesting
donations of $25 gift cards to Target or
Walmart, packages of wrapped candy and
individually packaged snacks, as well as
tissue paper and medium-sized gift bags. No
need to select a tag or sign up. Simply place
your donations in the designated area in the
narthex by December 6, 2020 and the Youth
Advisory Committee will see that each of the
approx. 120 children served by the
Hummelstown Food Pantry receives a gift
card and bag of treats. Cash/check donations
(payable to Zion, marked “Angel Tree”) also
accepted. Thank you for your flexibility and
continued generosity.

It’s coming to that time
of year again. Are you
like me and starting to
think about everything
that will need to be
done so that the
holidays are enjoyable? Every year, as the
weather turns chilly and the leaves show off
their blanket of colors, I think to myself this
year will be different. I am going to sit myself
down and create that list of gifts. This year I am
going to have a game plan. This year I am going
to enjoy the season! Inevitably I get derailed.
Something comes up that is only going to take a
minute and before I know it, the steam is no
longer in the engine. Somehow, I do end up
enjoying the season. The occasional heightened
blood pressure just proves my veins are still
working.
Well music at Zion has started for a new season.
Bells’ Angels will have played for two Sundays.
The string quartet has been learning to play as
four and not as a whole orchestra. Dan Stokes is
enjoying the organ and atmosphere so much so
that he has decided to continue with us beyond
the end of the year. These are good things. The
challenges of COVID have been and are being
met. This is an example of the resilience and
fortitude that we are taught by being Christians.
I am grateful that we are doing this as a
community.
Looking forward, it is going to be a different
holiday season. The story will still be told;
however, we may find a new perspective or
deeper understanding than we may have had
previously. As I walk down the bends in the
road my life presents, I am reminded to find
value. This Thanksgiving is going to look
different for my family. But I am glad that we
are here and while we may not be able to come
together as we have in the past, we will in the
future. I look forward to another month of
getting to know you.
Blessings,
Bill Deimler, Minister of Music
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Special Occasions

Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:

Donna Obercash
Celebrates 88 years
November 19, 2020
Mrs. Donna Obercash
1820 Deer Run Road
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Alta Sowers
Celebrates 85 years
November 12, 2020
Mrs. Alta Sowers
44 Sycamore Drive #240
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Arthur Sowers
Celebrates 87 years
November 23, 2020
Mr. Arthur Sowers
44 Sycamore Drive #240
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Poinsettia Orders
Please use one form per dedication.
Completed forms may be placed in the offering plate or dropped off at the
church office. Each poinsettia is $10.00. The deadline to place your order is
Monday, December 14, 2020. Additional forms are available in the narthex
or from the church office.
In honor of: ___________________________________________________________
In memory of: __________________________________________________________
Dedicated by: __________________________________________________________
Phone/Email: __________________________________________________________
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Rev. David J. Schreffler’s Bio & Worship News Cont.

Having received my Master of Divinity from the
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Gettysburg
(LTSG) in May of 2005, I was ordained into the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America on June
10, 2005. I was called to Christ Lutheran Church
in Duncannon as their pastor and served there
from June 15, 2005 until August 2011. On September 1, 2011 I began serving Trinity Lutheran
Church in Lemoyne prior to being called to Zion
Hummelstown.
Before attending Gettysburg Seminary, I worked
as a recreation leader for the Children’s Garden at
St. John Lutheran Church, in Shiremanstown. I
was employed by Hershey Medical Center of The
Pennsylvania State University for nine years,
working there as a Case Manager for a program
called Living Unlimited. Before that I was employed by the Association for Habilitation and
Employment of the Developmentally Disabled,
assisting individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities find and maintain employment.
My wife Fritzi and I married in 1988. We met
while singing in the choir at Trinity Lutheran
Church, Camp Hill. We have three children: Steven 28, Matthew 24, and Leah 15. I have been the
head coach for my daughter’s soccer team for the
last ten years. We also have a granddaughter Ariah, age 5, and five cats.
I am thrilled to be called to Zion Hummelstown,
and I look forward to many years of ministry as
we serve together to share the love of Jesus
Christ.

For Live Streaming Worship Services
go to:
Website: www.zluth.org
Click on header picture “Come Worship
with Us”
You will be directed to the Worship page—
Click on the red box “Click here for Live
Streaming.”
You will then be directed to Zion’s YouTube
page.
Click on the “box” for the Sunday date
(should be the first box).
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
zluth
YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church-Hummelstown,”
then subscribe.

For in-person gatherings—Come to
the Church!
Review previous newsletters and
communications regarding protocols
for returning to worship.
Wear a face mask Honor 6’ social
distancing
Worship Service Times: 8:00 and
10:30 am
Please stay at home if you are not
feeling well or if you have
compromised health conditions.

Pastor Dave

2019 Annual Reports
The book of Annual Reports will be available
for pick up in the narthex and church office
beginning Sunday, November 1, 2020.
Please pick up a book to review the written
reports and the proposed 2021 budget in
preparation for the Annual Meeting on
Sunday, November 15, 2020.
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November Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Thursday

2

3

4

Pentecost 22- All Saint's
Day
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
6:00 PM Girl Scouts
7:30 PM AA

4:00 PM Falcon
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
6:30 PM Worship & Music
Committee
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
6:00 PM Property
6:30 PM Christian Ed
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM -5:00 6:30 PM Cheng's Church Office
PM Food Pantry Karate
Closed
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God via Zoom/
Demey Library
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
6:00 PM Zion
String Quartet
7:00 PM Bells
Angels

Church Office
Closed

8

9

10

11

14

Pentecost 23- Veterans
Sunday Recognition
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
6:00 PM Girl Scouts
7:30 PM AA

4:00 PM Falcon
Packs
5:30 PM Evangelism
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
6:30 PM Youth
Advisory Committee
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
6:30 PM Stewardship
6:30 PM Youth
Advisory Committee
7:30 PM AA
7:30 PM Preschool Board via
Zoom

9:00 AM -5:00 2:00 PM ATCC
Church Office
PM Food Pantry 6:30 PM Cheng's Closed
10:30 AM Won- Karate
derful Women of
God via Zoom/
Demey Library
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
6:00 PM Zion
String Quartet
7:00 PM Bells
Angels

Church Office
Closed
12:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio

15

16

17

18

19

21

Pentecost 24
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
11:30 AM Annual Congregation Meeting
4:00 PM Pastor Schreffler
Installation Service
6:00 PM Girl Scouts
7:30 PM AA

4:00 PM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
Recovery
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM -5:00
PM Food Pantry
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God via Zoom/
Demey Library
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
5:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:00 PM Zion
String Quartet
7:00 PM Bells
Angels

6:30 PM Cheng's Church Office
Karate
Closed
6:30 PM Congregation Council

Church Office
Closed

22

23

25

26

27

28

Christ the King
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
6:00 PM Girl Scouts
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM -5:00 8:00 AM Falcon
PM Food Pantry Packs
4:00 PM Falcon 7:30 PM AA
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
7:30 PM AA

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

29

30

Advent 1
8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
7:30 PM AA

4:00 PM Falcon
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
7:30 PM AA
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10:30 AM Won- Church Office
derful Women of Closed
God via Zoom/
Demey Library
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
5:00 PM Holy
Communion
6:00 PM Zion
String Quartet
7:00 PM Bells
Angels

6

Saturday

1

24

5

Friday

13

20

7
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Zion Messenger
Worship Services of Holy Communion
Live Streaming and Recorded Worship services:
In-Person Worship Services
COVID-19 Protocols in Place
8:00 and 10:30 am
Sunday School in Recess
The Rev. David J. Schreffler, Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/zluth/

November Newsletter
Deadline is:
Monday
November 23, 2020

100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

November 2020

If you would like to receive the newsletter
by email, please call the church office at
(717)566-2589.
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