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Dr. Mathewson goes on to name five teachings
that come from John’s letter to the seven
churches – teachings that are revelatory to us as
we seek to embrace his visions.

We are coming to that season of preparation
and contemplation – and I am not talking
about waiting for a vaccination for Covid-19. In
this case we are waiting for Christ to be born –
and so it is Advent. And in the season of
Advent, we are caught in an “In-between” time
– the already and the not yet. As such, we
should be thinking about the coming of Christ.
I recently read an article written by Dr. David
Mathewson who is an associate professor of
New Testament at Denver Seminary. His 2019
article in the seminary’s “Engage Magazine”
has the subtitle: “What does the book of
Revelation say to the church today?” I realize
that the book of Revelation has an
uncomfortable place in our bible reading for
many in our congregations. However, the book
need not be scary.
This is how Dr. Mathewson begins his article:
“Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will
come again”. The church has always
confessed that Jesus Christ is coming again to
bring history to its intended goal, to fulfill
God’s promises of final salvation and
judgment, and to right all that is wrong in this
world.”
He talks about how so many in our churches
today shy away from the book of Revelation
because of its “…perplexing visions and
fantastic imagery.” Instead of taking time to
really ponder this book of the bible, we seek
refuge in the “safer ground” of the Psalms, the
Gospels and Paul’s letters. Our collective
history with the last book of the bible is based
upon so many failed attempts at predicting the
end times and matching up recent political,
economic, societal or even environmental
events with the imagery of Revelation. As
such, Dr. Mathewson asks the question:
“If we cannot afford to neglect the book of
Revelation and its teaching on the coming of
Christ, and if we should not use it to speculate
on how close we are to the end, what do we do
with Revelation?”

It is an Inspiration for Hope: The book of
Revelation should inspire hope in the people of
G-d. In the final chapters, there is a vision of a
world where “God is dwelling in the midst of His
people.” When we read this book, we should
think of the second coming of Christ – and G-d
will then fix all that is wrong in this world. As
such, the second coming of Christ does not mean
“…an escape from this world; it means the
renewal and redemption of this present
creation.”
It is a Call to Obedience: If for no other reason
than it is a book of the bible, people should read
Revelation as a reminder, not so much a
warning, but as motivation: “The second coming
of Christ should motivate God’s people in the
present to follow Jesus in discipleship, no
matter the consequences it brings.” Dr.
Mathewson goes on to write that if the book of
Revelation with the emphasis on the return of
Christ does not inspire obedience in G-d’s
people, then we have missed the point of the
book.
It is a Call to Worship: Revelation is mainly a
book about proper worship of G-d. Throughout
the book, John gives us hymns and songs sung
by different groups in praise of the Godhead.
“God is worshiped because He is the sovereign
creator of all things. God and the Lamb are
worshiped because they have created all things
and redeemed all things.” As such, in
anticipation of that day when we will all be
together worshiping G-d, we gather now to
worship.
It is a Call to mission: The book of Revelation
should motivate the church to mission – to “…be
a kingdom of priests who witness to the world
the reality of God’s kingdom and His Son, Jesus
Christ.” It is a witness that we are to carry out in
the face of opposition – a witness that prepares
the nations to “…one day turn to Christ and
enter into the New Jerusalem.”
It is a Warning against Complacency: One of
the messages of this wonderful book is to shock
– to shock people “…out of their complacency”.
Continued on Page 3
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Worship News

Worship Services in December
For Live Streaming Worship Services
go to:
Website: www.zluth.org
Click on header picture “Come Worship
with Us”
You will be directed to the Worship page—
Click on the red box “Click here for Live
Streaming.”
You will then be directed to Zion’s YouTube
page.
Click on the “box” for the Sunday date
(should be the first box).
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
zluth
YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church-Hummelstown,”
then subscribe.

December 6, 2020
Advent 2
December 13, 2020
Advent 3
December 20, 2020
Advent 4
December 27, 2020
Christmas 1
For in-person gatherings—Come to
the Church!
Review previous newsletters and
communications regarding protocols
for returning to worship.
Wear a face mask Honor 6’ social
distancing
Worship Service Times: 8:00 and
10:30 am
Please stay at home if you are not
feeling well or if you have
compromised health conditions.
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He continues, “In the same way, Revelation is
a call to the Church today not to become too
comfortable with our existence in this world—
not to become too complacent with our
surroundings and belongings.” This book
should be a warning to all people not to hold on
to things of this world too tightly – because one
day this world, all that is in it will pass away.
As we enter the season of Advent, as we wait
expectantly for a vaccination for this Covid-19
virus, we also gather in anticipation of the
coming of the Christ Child. We remember that
the coming of Jesus is not just a theological
position – it is a reality to live into every day. As
we spend time this season preparing for
Christmas, let us also take the time to
remember our Hope in Christ, and our
Obedience to the Lamb of G-d; let us Worship
regularly and joyfully, as we are able, trusting
we will one day again gather together; let us
move forward with an eye toward Mission; and
together, we can fight the Complacency that
this pandemic-world and our society seek to
hold us down.
Happy Advent. I have included a link to the
article by Dr. Mathewson below.
http://denverseminary.uberflip.com/i/1181004
-2019-fall-engage-magazine/0?m4=

Pastor’s Office Hours
Monday: Flexible
Tuesday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Wednesday: 10:00 am - 1:30 pm
Thursday: 9:00 am- 1:30 pm
Friday: Off
Saturday: Variable
Sunday: 6:00 am to…
Contacting Pastor Dave
Please contact him for pastoral care concerns
by email, revschreff@hotmail.com or cell
phone 717-802-2749.

I have really struggled
coming up with writing an
article for this month. A
goal that I have had for
my past articles is finding
something positive.
I
thought I was tapped out.
I am feeling run down. For me, that isn’t
something new. This time of year always
presents a challenge. However, I, personally,
cannot handle reading another piece about how
COVID is robbing the world of what we know.
Then, this morning I was reading a daily
devotional from a subscription series that my
aunt signed me up for last year and inspiration
hit. I want to share it with each of you.
Every good and perfect gift is from
above (James 1:17). We want the
picture-perfect
Thanksgiving:
a
beautifully decorated table laden
with a golden turkey and all the
trimmings. The whole family is
gathered around the table, and love
and gratefulness abound.
However, holidays are not often
what we consider to be perfect.
Family members have scheduling
conflicts or are too ill to attend. The
turkey takes too long or the pie gets
burned. A new argument starts or
someone expresses an old grudge.
Because we lives in a fallen world,
many things can creep into our
celebrations and ruin our ideal. But
we rejoice in all the good and perfect
blessings that come to us from
above. It is for these things we offer
thanksgiving today.
Christine Sycks, the Secret Place
Devotions for Daily Worship, Fall
2020
I believe the above was intended to remove the
general stress that the season can bring upon us.
But, this year, it has added significance for me.
This year is going to be different. Many
traditions may find themselves shelved or
amended. Somehow the above gives me some
relief for this. I am trying to welcome this
acknowledgement. My hope for each of you this
season is that you find an opportunity to feel
joy.
Blessings,
Bill Fisher Deimler, Minister of Music
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Council News

Annual Congregation Meeting Summary
November 15, 2020
The Congregation Council did not meet in
November since the Annual Congregation
meeting was held on Sunday, November 15,
2020.

End of Year Contributions
Please note end of year donations may
be made through Thursday, December
31, 2020, to receive credit for 2020.
Thank you for your regular and additional
gifts to help with the church operating
expenses and benevolences.

Key points from the Annual Meeting:
The meeting was called to order by President
Rich Weis at approximately 11:25 a.m.

2021 Offering Envelopes

*Approval of the 2021 Unified Budget.
*Election of Council members to begin terms on
January 1, 2021:
Reelected to a second term: Beth Rager
Elected to a first term: Kayce Deibler, David
Ranck, Charles Will.
We appreciate the willingness of all members
who agreed to be nominated for the slate of four
nominees and we thank the Nominating
Committee Chair Peggy Wilson.
We also appreciate the service of outgoing council
members: Fran Gruber, Peggy Wilson and Bonnie
Rudi.
Well done, good and faithful servants!
The election of the 2021 Nominating Committee
was tabled.
*Presentation of
reports.

leadership

and

Please pick up your box of offering envelopes
located on the pews in front of the parlor. They
are arranged in alphabetical order by last
name. If you do not find a box with your name,
please write your name, current address on the
tablet and a new box of envelopes will be
prepared for you.

Council Installation
Sunday, January 3, 2021
10:30 am
All Council members are to plan to attend
the January 3, 2021, 10:30 am worship
service for installation at the start of the new
term of Council.

committee

The meeting adjourned at 12:18 p.m.
Minutes from this meeting can be found in the
Narthex.
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Outreach Ministries

Wonderful Women of God

Crop Walk Total

Wednesdays at 10:30 am

Way to go Zion! We have
raised $1,188 for the Crop
Walk to help fight hunger
locally
and
globally.
Thank you!

Demey Library/Zoom
Join
Pastor
David
Schreffler as he covers
excerpts from the book
Dangerous Wonder by
Michael Yaconelli. If
you would like to
participate via Zoom instead of in person,
please contact the church office to let us
know of your interest. We will then email the
Zoom link to you.

Totals
Hummelstown
Food Pantry
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canned pasta
Pasta sauce
Chunky soups
with meat
Pasta sides
Dried pasta (no
elbow pasta)
Brownie/cake
mix
Instant oatmeal
packets

We received a total of 83 blankets. Now
those who seek assistance from Christ
Lutheran Church and the Bethesda Mission
will receive your gifts with gratitude to help
keep warm this winter. Thank you for your
generosity!

Financial gifts are
welcome!
Please mail your

Glove, Hat & Scarf Drive
Please look for
sales, make your
purchases and
bring in your
donations,
adding them to
the “glove tree”
in the Chapel
alcove.
This
drive continues
through the end
of
February
2021.
Let’s help keep others warm this
winter.
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Christian Education

With Appreciation

Christmas Angel Tree
Zion’s Angel Tree
will take on a new
format this year
due
to
the
pandemic, as we
are unable to
gather in person
to sort and wrap
gifts - usually
more than 500
individual items
each year - for the
children served by
the Hummelstown
Food Pantry.
We know you miss selecting items for that
certain child, so here is a little snapshot: The
food pantry serves approximately 120
children at any given time. At last count,
there were about 25 children under the age
of 5; 10 in their late teens; and the rest about
evenly split between ages 5-10 and 10-15.
Perennial gift requests have been for winter
clothing, pajamas and underwear, learning
toys, dolls and stuffed animals, race cars,
sports equipment, books, electronics, crafts,
and fragrance and grooming items for boys
and girls. Your donations of gift cards to
mass merchandise stores will help families
fulfill their children’s wish lists for these
popular items.

The Preschool Staff & Students want to Thank
You for all of your support; First, with the 5th
Sunday Offering. And again, with the R & K
Sub Sales. We are Blessed to be a part of this
Congregation! Thank You All so much.

From Bill & Linda Kelly...

Thus we are requesting donations of $25 gift
cards to Target or Walmart, as well as
packages of wrapped candy and individually
packaged snacks. No need to select a tag or
sign up. Due to the extraordinary
circumstances this year, the Youth Advisory
Committee will match your donations to
ensure that all of the children served by the
food pantry receive a gift card and bag of
treats. Cash/check donations (payable to
Zion, marked “Angel Tree”) will be matched
as well.
Please place your donations in the
designated area in the narthex by DEC.
13. Thank you for your flexibility and
continued generosity.
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Special Occasions
Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:

Patricia Swigart
Celebrates 84 years
December 6, 2020
Mrs. Patricia Swigart
2101 Ellis Avenue
Huntington, PA 16652

Barbara Holmes
Celebrates 81 years
December 13, 2020
Ms. Barbara Holmes
609 West High Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Dolores Hoffman
Celebrates 82 years
December 9, 2020
Mrs. Dolores Hoffman
8018 Evelyn Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Vera Thompson
Celebrates 90 years
December 22, 2020
Mrs. Vera Thompson
264 West High Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Ellen Miller
Celebrates 84 years
December 12, 2020
Mrs. Ellen Miller
50 Sterling Court
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Jacquelyn Fox
Celebrates 87 years
December 26, 2020
Mrs. Jacquelyn Fox
20 Runyon Road
Hummelstown, PA 17036

James Stough
Celebrates 80 years
December 31, 2020
Mr. James Stough
1134 Cord Drive
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Poinsettia Orders
Please use one form per dedication.
Completed forms may be placed in the offering plate or dropped off at the
church office. Each poinsettia is $10.00. The deadline to place your order is
Monday, December 14, 2020. Additional forms are available in the narthex or
from the church office.
In honor of: ___________________________________________________________
In memory of: __________________________________________________________
Dedicated by: __________________________________________________________

7

December Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Thursday
3

Friday

1

2

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
6:00 PM Property
6:30 PM Christian Ed

9:00 AM Food
6:30 PM Cheng's Church Office
Pantry
Karate
Closed
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God via Zoom/
Demey Library
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio

Church Office
Closed
12:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio

12

7

8

9

8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Confirmation Class
Via Zoom
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
6:00 PM Girl Scouts

4:00 PM Falcon
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
6:30 PM Worship
& Music Committee

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
6:30 PM Guitar
Ensemble
6:30 PM PreSchool Board via
Zoom
6:30 PM Youth
Advisory Committee

9:00 AM Food
2:00 PM ATCC
Church Office
Pantry
6:30 PM Cheng's Closed
10:30 AM Won- Karate
derful Women of
God via Zoom/
Demey Library
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio

Church Office
Closed
12:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio

13- Advent 3

14

15

16

17

19

8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
6:00 PM Girl Scouts

4:00 PM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
6:30 PM Youth
Advisory Committee

8:00 AM Organ
Tuning
9:00 AM Food
Pantry
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God via Zoom/
Demey Library
12:00 PM Holy
Communion

6:30 PM Cheng's Church Office
Karate
Closed
6:30 PM Congregation Council

Church Office
Closed

20- Advent- 4

21

23

24

26

8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Confirmation Class
Via Zoom
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
6:00 PM Girl Scouts

4:00 PM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate

10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God via Zoom/
Demey Library
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
5:00 PM Holy
Communion

Church Office
Church Office
Closed
Closed
Virtual
Christmas Eve
Services
5:00 PM - Family
Service
7:00 PM- Music
Prelude
8:00 PM- Traditional/Christmas
Eve

27- Christmas 1

28

30

31

8:00 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 AM Worship w/Holy
Communion

4:00 PM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate

29

11

5

6- Advent 2

22

10

4

Saturday

18

25

Church Office
Closed

9:00 AM Food
6:30 PM Cheng's
Pantry
Karate
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God via Zoom/
Demey Library
12:00 PM Holy
Communion
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Zion Messenger
Worship Services of Holy Communion
Live Streaming and Recorded Worship services:
In-Person Worship Services
COVID-19 Protocols in Place
8:00 and 10:30 am
Sunday School in Recess
The Rev. David J. Schreffler, Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/zluth/

January 2021
Newsletter
Deadline is:
Monday
December 21, 2020

100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

December 2020

If you would like to receive the newsletter
by email, please call the church office at
(717)566-2589.
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