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confirms his gracious character. If we want to
know God, we must turn our eyes to Jesus. In
his words and deeds, and most of all in his
death, Jesus reveals God to us. At this season of
Epiphany, let us thank God for making Godsself known to us in such a marvelous way.”
The following is an adaption of an
article written by Dr. Mark Roberts on the
website “TheHighCalling.org”
“And now he has made all of this plain
to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus,
our Savior. He broke the power of
death and illuminated the way to life
and immortality through the Good
News” (2 Timothy 1:10).
Epiphany arrives on January 6th, the day
after the twelve-day celebration of Christmas.
The English word “Epiphany” comes from the
Greek word epiphaneia, which means
“appearing”. Epiphany focuses on God’s selfrevelation in Christ. On this day, we pay
attention to the visit of the Magi, and we also
pay attention to the baptism of Jesus,
especially the voice that comes from heaven
that identifies Jesus as God’s Son. In both
cases, the emphasis is upon God making
himself known to the world through Jesus, the
divine Son. The theological essence of
Epiphany is found in the verse written above
from 2 Timothy 1:10. If you were to read this
verse in Greek, you’d find the word epiphaneia
where we have the word “appearing”. God
has made “all of this” plain to us through the
epiphany of Christ.
But what is “all of this”? We find an
answer in the previous verse:
“For God saved us and called us to live
a holy life. He did this, not because we
deserved it, but because that was his
plan from before the beginning of timeto show us his grace through Christ
Jesus."
All of this, you see, is God’s plan, and God’s
grace. In other words, through Jesus, God not
only reveals himself to us, but also reveals his
plan to save us, a plan that centers in his
grace. The gracious plan of God reflects and

As we begin 2021, we look to continue
seeking G-d’s wisdom and the courage to follow
G-d’s calling both as a church, and as Christians.
Soon, very soon, Lent will be upon us. The
Liturgical problem in the church is that the time
between the birth of Jesus and his crucifixion is
reduced to four or five months. The challenge is
to walk with Jesus through his journey from
Bethlehem, to Egypt, to Galilee and finally to
Jerusalem and the cross. We take his 33-year life
journey and compress it into half a year – from
birth to death and resurrection. With all the
distractions and the pressures of life there is so
little time to bask in the announcement “For
unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a
Savior…” until Jesus is crying out “My God, My
God, why have you forsaken me?”. It is jarring
how quickly we move from one to the other.
Personally, I begin this new year having
just recovered from Covid 19. The fatigue that
lingers from this virus is hard to describe. My
wife and daughter continue to struggle with
lingering symptoms of the virus that continue to
plague their recovery. Therefore, I covet your
prayers for my family as we slowly recover. And I
ask you to hold the congregation in prayer, both
the individual members and the individual
ministry to which you, individually feel G-d is
calling you. Through the end of January, we will
continue to hold all services virtually on Sunday
morning at 9:30 am via live-streaming on our
YouTube channel. If you miss the service at 9:30
am, each service will be uploaded to be viewed
by 12:00 noon each Sunday on YouTube.
We read in scripture that G-d has a plan
for us, and that is true for the individual and for
the congregation. But that plan is not predetermined. We are active members, agents in
the plan of a living and breathing ministry for
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church.
Continued on page 3
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Worship News
In person worship services suspended through
January 31, 2021
For the 9:30 am Virtual Live
Streaming Worship Services go to:
Website: www.zluth.org
Click on header picture “Come Worship
with Us”
You will be directed to the Worship page—
Click on the red box “Click here for Live
Streaming.”
You will then be directed to Zion’s YouTube
page.
Click on the “box” for the Sunday date
(should be the first box).
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
zluth

Worship Services in January
January 3, 2021
Christmas 2
January 10, 2021
Baptism of Our Lord
January 17, 2021
Epiphany 2
January 24, 2021
Epiphany 3
January 31, 2021
Epiphany 4

YouTube: search “Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church-Hummelstown,”
then subscribe.
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That is why we pray, that is why we plan, that is
why we stay open to the Holy Spirit to speak to us
individually and collectively.
News and Notes:
Bible Study: Wonderful Women of God
Wednesday morning at 10:30 am via Zoom
Ash Wednesday is February 17 (believe it or
not)
Easter Sunday is April 4
Confirmation Classes:
Sunday morning at 10:45 am via Zoom
January 17, 31

I have been reading and
hearing a lot about how
much better 2021 is
going to be or must
be. However, I have to
say how thankful I am
for how 2020 ended. Personally, things seem to
be setting themselves up for a much more
promising year to come. But, as I think about
the 2020 Christmas Eve service, I am ending
this year with peace and joy. Thank you to
everyone here at Zion! Whether you were seen
in one of the videos or one of the many who
worked behind the scenes I am grateful.
I have written before about the stress that crept
into my life because of a virus running rampant
and obliterating plans and traditions, no less. I
believe I have also hinted about the stress of the
holiday seasons. I do not believe any of us, this
year, have been immune to feeling the ‘pinch.’

February 14, 28
March 14, 28
April 11, 25
May will be determined

Those who follow my devotions or read my
sermons will notice that I regularly abbreviate the
word "G-d" when I am referencing God. Here is
why....
Early in my ministry I knew that I would
be writing a lot. No I did not have a computer
where the "o" letter was malfunctioning. I decided
early on that abbreviating the name of G-d, like
the Hebrews did with YHWH, was a good
devotional practice for me since I would be
referencing the name of G-d often. It is a way for
me to respect the name of G-d, helping me to
remember the second commandment "Thou Shall
Not Misuse the name of G-d." As Luther states in
his explanation of the second commandment: "We
should fear and love God so that we do
not...deceive by His name, but call upon it in every
trouble."
I hope this explanation helps. I do not
expect anyone else to follow this devotion -- it is
just my own personal way to show honor to the
Lord's name.
Pastor Dave

I am thankful for something else that I have
been the recipient of, that is the patience of
others.
I tried, but am unsure just how
successful I have been, to stay cool and maintain
a positive outlook. Unfortunately, I am aware
that I sometimes lost that battle while preparing
for the Christmas Eve services. Luckily, I have
been surrounded by people here at Zion who
provided me with their understanding,
guidance, and tolerance. I believe I experienced
human grace.
That was gift beyond
treasure. While I hope from me you received
the gift of music, I believe I experienced
something extremely meaningful for me. Thank
you all.
I cannot be more proud of the hard work and
dedication that I witnessed here at Zion. I know
I am unable to express how thankful I am to
each and everyone. Please know that as I
watched the prelude and services, I received
your gift. I pray that each of you have a healthy
and happy 2021.

Blessings,
Bill Fisher Deimler, Minister of Music
zionmusic1753@gmail.com
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Council News
The
Congregation
Council
met
on
December 17, 2020, via
Zoom.
Patricia
Graybill
offered
devotions
based on Revelation 20
and
the
Advent
message “Do not fear.”
Lynn Knepp provided a
financial report that was approved by council. He
noted that the 2020 budget was based on
anticipated generous giving for December
Sundays and Christmas services, and, due to the
absence of in-person worship, we might not
receive as budgeted. Pastor Schreffler provided a
report.
Rich Weiss presented the President’s report. He
discussed the voting on the Nominating
Committee that was tabled at the November
2020 annual meeting: The committee will likely
begin its work around Sept/Oct 2021 and voting
on the committee slate will be tabled for now in
the hopes that we can vote at an in-person
congregational meeting closer to that time.
Patricia Graybill noted that Lower Susquehanna
Synod Bishop James Dunlop had recently sent an
email indicating that congregations should check
their constitutions to be sure that they allow for
meetings/voting by electronic means during the
pandemic. Peggy Wilson noted that Zion’s
constitution does indeed allow for such meetings/
voting, as provided in Section C12.13.
Rich directed that committees that have
identified needs around the church (i.e.,
technology, property, organ repair, etc.) should
provide a list indicating anticipated costs and
urgency in preparation for a council retreat, likely
in February or March, which will include the
committee chairs and others.
Written reports were submitted by the Christian
Education, Property, Stewardship, Technology,
Worship and Music Committees (2) and Youth
Advisory Committees. The Worship and Music
Committee has been meeting regularly to manage
details related to in-person or remote worship.
Beth Rager provided a summary of the Angel
Tree project: 152 bags were filled with gift cards
and treats; 70 additional cards were purchased
that will be distributed at the discretion of the

Food Pantry under Elaine Gruber’s supervision,
and another $425 was donated; that $425 will go
toward next year’s Angel Tree. Zion’s members
continue to be very generous even in “these
extraordinary times.”
Rich Weiss thanked the outgoing council
members Bonnie Rudi, Peggy Wilson, and Fran
Gruber for their service and welcomed incoming
members Kayce Deibler, David Ranck and
Charlie Will.

Membership News
Commended to God’s eternal care…
...on December 5, 2020 Arthur L. Sowers,
husband of Alta. Private services were held with
inurnment with military honors. A memorial
service is planned at Zion in the Spring.
… on December 19, 2020 Richard P. Luft,
husband of Karen. Internment with military
honors were held at Indiantown Gap National
Cemetery.

2021 Offering Envelopes
Please pick up your box of offering envelopes
located on the pews in front of the parlor. They are
arranged in alphabetical order by last name. If you
do not find a box with your name, please write your
name, current address on the tablet and a new box
of envelopes will be prepared for you.

Council Installation
Sunday, January 3, 2021
9:30 am
All Council members are to plan to attend the
January 3, 2021, 9:30 am virtual live stream
worship service for installation at the start of the
new term of Council.
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Outreach Ministries
Wonderful Women of God
Wednesdays at 10:30 am
Demey Library/Zoom
Join
Pastor
David
Schreffler as he covers
excerpts from the book
Dangerous Wonder by
Michael Yaconelli. If
you would like to
participate via Zoom instead of in person,
please contact the church office to let us
know of your interest. We will then email the
Zoom link to you.

Hummelstown
Food Pantry
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canned pasta
Pasta sauce
Chunky soups
with meat
Pasta sides
Dried pasta (no
elbow pasta)
Brownie/cake
mix
Instant oatmeal
packets

Financial gifts are
welcome!
Please mail your
check to the church
address.

BLOOD DRIVE
Sunday, January 31, 2021
8:00 am Leatherman Hall
The Central Penn Blood
Bank will be on site at Zion
to receive donations of blood
from 8:00 am - 2:00 pm.
Please note the extended
hours to allow for social distancing, etc. You
will need to wear a mask. Please register by
calling 1-800-771-0059 or registering online at
717giveblood.org. No registrations will be taken
through the church office or via clipboards on
Sunday mornings prior to the drive. Walk ins
welcomed.
Glove, Hat & Scarf Drive
Please look for sales,
make your purchases
and bring in your
donations,
adding
them to the “glove
tree” in the Chapel
alcove. This drive
continues
through
the end of February
2021.
Let’s help keep
others warm this
winter.

With Appreciation
….From Health Ministries of Christ Lutheran Church
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Excerpts from Zion’s History
Zion has had three church buildings. The first was a log structure, the second was
the stone building to the rear of our parking lot and the third is our current building.
The following is the best description of the log church I've come across to date.
-Susan Zacher
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Special Occasions
Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:

Glenn Hoffer
Celebrates 88 years
January 2, 2021
Mr. Glenn Hoffer
22 Grandview Road
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Jane Alwine
Celebrates 90 years
January 29, 2021
Mrs. Jane Alwine
205 Townsend Drive Apt 3
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Ruby Rineman
Celebrates 89 years
January 4, 2021
Mrs. Ruby Rineman
Traditions of Hershey #203
100 North Larkspur Drive
Palmyra, PA 17078

Naomi Lynn Boehler
Celebrates 85 years
January 30, 2021
Mrs. Naomi Lynn Boehler
14 Runyon Road
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Jon Gardner
Celebrates 81 years
January 9, 2021
Mr. Jon Gardner
1197 Jill Drive
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Pastor’s Office Hours
Monday: Flexible
Tuesday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Wednesday: 10:00 am - 1:30 pm
Thursday: 9:00 am- 1:30 pm
Friday: Off
Saturday: Variable
Sunday: 6:00 am to…
Contacting Pastor Dave
Please contact him for pastoral care concerns
by email, revschreff@hotmail.com or cell phone
717-802-2749.
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January Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Church Office Church Office
Closed
Closed

3

4

5

6

Christmas 2
9:30 AM Live Stream Worship w/Holy Communion
6:00 PM Girl Scouts

4:00 PM Falcon
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
6:30 PM Worship & Music
Committee

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
6:00 PM Property
6:30 PM Christian Ed

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
10:30 AM Wonderful Women
of God via
Zoom/Demey
Library

10

11

12

13

Baptism of Our Lord
9:30 AM Live Stream Worship w/Holy Communion
6:00 PM Girl Scouts
7:30 PM AA

4:00 PM Falcon
Packs
5:30 PM Evangelism
5:30 PM Refuge
Recovery
7:30 PM AA

8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
6:30 PM Stewardship
6:30 PM Youth
Advisory Committee
7:30 PM AA
7:30 PM Preschool Board
via Zoom

17

18

19

Epiphany 2
9:30 AM Live Stream Worship w/Holy Communion
10:45 AM Confirmation
Class Via Zoom
6:00 PM Girl Scouts
7:30 PM AA

4:00 PM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
Recovery
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
6:30 PM ConPantry
gregation
10:30 AM Won- Council
derful Women
of God via
Zoom/Demey
Library

24

25

27

Epiphany 3
9:30 AM Live Stream Worship w/Holy Communion
6:00 PM Girl Scouts
7:30 PM AA

4:00 PM Falcon 8:00 AM Falcon
Packs
Packs
5:30 PM Refuge 7:30 PM AA
Recovery
7:30 PM AA

26

7

8

9

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

15

16

9:00 AM Food
2:00 PM ATCC
Pantry
10:30 AM Wonderful Women
of God via
Zoom/Demey
Library

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

20

22

23

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

29

30

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

14

21

28

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
10:30 AM Wonderful Women
of God via
Zoom/Demey
Library

31
Epiphany 4
8:00 AM Blood Drive
9:30 AM Live Stream Worship w/Holy Communion
10:45 AM Confirmation
Class Via Zoom
6:00 PM Girl Scouts
7:30 PM AA

5th Sunday
Envelope
January 31, 2021
Benefits
Love INC

Heavy Duty Clothing Rack Needed
For the Robe Room
The choir is looking to move all the gowns
into the robe room and is in need of an
additional clothing rack. If you have a heavy
duty clothing rack and are interested in
donating it to the choir, we would be
extremely grateful.
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Zion Messenger
Virtual Live Stream
Worship Services of Holy Communion

February 2021

9:30 am
In-Person Worship Services suspended through
January 31, 2021
Sunday School in Recess
The Rev. David J. Schreffler, Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/zluth/

Newsletter
Deadline is:
Monday
January 25, 2021

100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

January 2021

If you would like to receive the newsletter
by email, please call the church office at
(717)566-2589.
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