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Advent is understood as a time of anticipation
of and preparation for Christmas. As such, we
need to work very hard keeping Advent
separate from the season of Christmas. Every
year, I am amazed how quickly Christmas
seems to re-appear. But that is the way life
moves along. The older we get, the shorter the
year seems to be.
Well, before the Christmas Season gets you
completely turned around, and since we are in
the season of making lists, and checking
things twice, I have put together a wish list for
you.
Wish number 1: Hope: The prophets of the
Old Testament, like Jeremiah, waited in hope
for the Messiah’s arrival: “The days are surely
coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that
time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David” (Jeremiah 33:14-15a) The color
of the season of Advent is blue signifying the
color of the sky or life-giving air. My wish for
you this Advent is you can reclaim some hope
in your life, and in your faith-life. Remember,
Jesus is our eternal hope.
Wish number 2: Peace:
The angels
announced that Jesus came to bring peace.
“And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!” (Luke 2:13-14) Jesus came
to bring people closer to G-d and to each other
again. Jesus also said to his disciples, in John
16 “The hour is coming, indeed it has come
when you will be scattered each one to his
home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am
not alone because the Father is with me. I
have said this to you, so that in me you may

have peace.” As we await the coming of the
Christ child, I wish you peace. May you have the
peace of Christ to bear with the busy-ness of the
Christmas Season.
Wish number 3: Joy: We remember during
Advent the joy that is realized in the birth of a
child – especially the joy that comes through
Jesus’ birth. He has gifted to each eternal
salvation. “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I
will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not
worry about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God.
Time.” (Philippians 4:4-6) The writer of
Ecclesiastes 3 says “For everything there is a
season, and a time for every matter under
heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die”.
For many of us, this year has brought the death
of a loved one, or the anniversary of a death. My
wish is that you find time to reflect on the
wonderful memories of times passed, and time
to reflect not only on the birth of Christ, but
also his death and resurrection – both should
bring us joy. Because Jesus Christ was born at
the right time, we will again have time with the
saints that have passed – when our time is
done.
Wish number 4: Love: John 3:16 states:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.” My
fourth wish for you is that the love of G-d,
which goes beyond all of our understanding,
will sustain you through the love of Christ
Jesus, that baby born in a manger. In Luke
24:29ff we hear about two travelers on the road
to Emmaus speaking to the resurrected Jesus:

Continued on page 6.
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Worship News

Worship Services in
December
•

December 5, 2021- Advent 2

•

December 12, 2021- Advent 3
December 19, 2021- Advent 4
December 26, 2021- Christmas 1

•
•

Advent Mid-Week Worship Services
Join us Wednesdays in Advent December 1, 8, &
15, 2021 at 6:30 pm for a brief ½ hour mid-week
evening service with no communion during Advent.
Advent Soup & Sandwich Meals
You are invited to join your brothers and sisters in
Christ Wednesday December 8, & 15, 2021 from
5:00 – 6:00 pm in Leatherman Hall for delicious
meals of soup and sandwiches served before the
Advent evening services. No sign up needed.
Menu
• December 1- Chicken Corn Soup & Chicken
Salad Sandwich.
•
•

Friday, December 24, 2021
Holy Communion
5:00 pm – Family Service (Live
Streamed)
7:15 pm – Music Prelude
7:30 pm – Candlelight Worship
Service
(Live Streamed)

December 8- Tomato Soup & Grilled Cheese
Sandwich
December 15- Cheeseburger Soup & Pork BBQ
Sandwich

9:45 pm – Music Prelude
10:00 pm – Worship Service

Christmas 1 Worship Service
of Lessons and Carols and
Holy Communion
December 26, 2021
One service at 9:30 am
Continue the celebration of the birth of Christ
and join in singing favorite carols.
2

Zion Family & Youth UPdates
A Note from Pastor Laura
Luke 2:7 “And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.”
With it getting dark earlier in the evening, I feel
TIRED! This is the time of year where it seems
especially hard to get out of bed in the morning
(because the bed is so warm) and it is hard to
leave for meetings and activities in the evening
(because it is dark). Add to that the business of
fall activities for families with school and sports
and other extracurriculars and it is easy for us to
feel exhausted. AND before we know it it's
Thanksgiving and Advent and the holiday “rush”
is upon us. Sometimes, it seems like things never
slow down!
You know something, friends? Things don’t just
slow down on their own. We have to be
intentional about taking some time to breathe.
We have to be intentional about taking time to be.
To be with ourselves, to be with our God, and to
be with our family. As the advent season is upon
us, I encourage you to take some time to be still
and KNOW our God. One way you can do this is
to make time to read the Bible.
On social media there has been a challenge going
around the last several years to start reading the
Gospel of Luke on December 1st. One chapter a
day and you will read about Jesus' Resurrection
on Christmas Eve. Then on Christmas Day, you
will have read one account of the entire life of
Jesus. I challenge our families of Zion to MAKE
(not find because one can never find time) time
to read together a Chapter of Luke every day
starting Dec. 1st.
I pray that as we read together we will not only
MAKE time for scripture, but we will also find
ourselves making time to slow down and simply
BE.


Table Talks every week via email, FB, and
YouTube!



ZYG/ZYJ Mini Cookie Lockin December 4th
2pm-? (ZYJ to leave after dinner).



ZYG (Youth in 6-12th Grade) every 2nd
Sunday @12pm (12/12). Lunch, games,
lesson, and ministry projects.



ZYJ (Youth in 3-5th grade) every 2nd Sunday
@ 12pm (12/12). Lunch, games, lesson, and
ministry projects.



Look For-Cookie Pickup and Delivery on
Dec 5th.



Look For-Children’s Ministry Table in the
rear of the Sanctuary. There are weekly
Children’s Bulletins, crayons you can take and
keep, Children’s offering envelopes, and there
are Church Busy Bags. Please do not return
crayons or busy bags. Your children can
keep these items and bring them to worship
each week.



Family Gathering (for families and
individuals of all ages) instead of attending
Family Gathering this month, attend one of
the Christmas Eve services with your family.
In January, we will gather to make Soft
Pretzels and learn about Prayer.



Check out our Instagram for
Photos of Events. Look for
ZionFamilyandYouth



Contacting Pastor Laura
zionfamilyandyouth1753@gmail.com

Children's Church
For Children Ages Toddler-5th Grade
Children at the
10:30
am
service
are
invited to walk
to the parlor
with
Pastor
Laura
following the
puppet show to have fun at Children's Church
during the sermon. Children will return to the
sanctuary in time to have communion with their
families. If you are interested in assisting with
Children's Church and/or have any questions,
please
contact
Pastor
Laura
at
zionfamilyandyouth1753@gmail.com.
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Christian Education
Christmas Angel Tree
Zion Youth have placed a
“Christmas Angel Tree” in
the narthex with tags
bearing gift requests from
children served by the
Hummelstown
Food
Pantry.
Two tags will be offered
for each child: one for
clothing and one for toys.
Take one or more tags, purchase a requested
item and please bring your unwrapped Angel
Tree gifts to the church Sunday, December 5,
2021. If you do not have time to shop but
would like to participate, $25 gift cards to
Amazon, Target and Walmart are also
appreciated.
We invite you to join the youth in Leatherman
Hall on Sunday, December 12, 2021,
following the second worship service for
gift-wrapping and holiday treats. The wrapped
gifts will then be provided to the Food Pantry
for distribution.
We are also asking for donations of the
following, which can also be left under the
tree: clear packing tape and cellophane tape,
Christmas gift wrap, gift card holders, tissue
paper, and gift bags, boxes or cardboard
shipping boxes (especially larger ones to hold
winter coats, boots, footballs, basketballs,
large toys). Thank you for your continued
generosity.

Adult Sunday School
Join us
each
Sunday at 9:15
am in the Demey
library.
We
continue our exploration of Advent hymns and
their Biblical roots to help us find comfort and
peace to what has been termed Advent Ache.
December 5 - O Come,O Come Emmanuel various Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation
December 12 - Saviour of the Nations, Come John 1:14
December 19 - From Heaven Above to Earth I
Come - Luke 2:1-20

Wonderful Women of God
The Wonderful Women of
God will meet in person
every Wednesday at 10:30
am in the Demey Library. If
you are not comfortable
attending in person, contact the church office so
we can send a Zoom link invitation to your email
address. Do you know the real story behind the
New Testament? We all share a fascination for
discovering ‘the rest of the story.’ We enjoy
learning the behind-the-scenes facts about
seemingly familiar events. In this eight-session
video Bible study, well-known Bible scholars N.T.
Wright and Michael F. Bird team up to take you
on a tour of the story behind the explosive story
of the New Testament.

Social Ministry
Glove, Hat & Scarf Drive
The hat, glove & scarf drive
is in full swing. Please look
for
sales,
make
your
purchases and bring in your
donations, adding them to
the “glove tree” in the
Narthex.
This
drive
continues through the end
of February. Let’s help keep others warm this
winter.

Virtual CROP WALK
Results
Way to go Zion! We raised
$910 for the Crop Walk to
help fight hunger locally and
globally. Thank you!

Blanket Drive
Results
We collected 87
blankets that were
divided between
Christ
Lutheran
Church and the
Bethesda Mission.
Thank you to everyone who donated a blanket to
help keep someone warm this winter.
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Council News
The
Congregation
Council did not meet
in November since the
Annual Congregation
meeting was held on
Sunday, November 14,
2021.
Key points from
the Annual
Meeting:

Council Installation
Sunday, January 2, 2022
10:30 am
All Council members are to plan to attend the
January 2, 2022, 10:30 am worship service for
installation at the start of the new term of
Council.

The meeting was called to order by President
Rich Weis at 11:36 a.m.

2022 Offering Envelopes

*Approval of the 2022 Unified Budget
*Election of Council members to begin terms on
January 1, 2022:
Reelected to a second term: Lisa Ditty
Elected to a first term: Jacob Kiessling,

Sandra McCord, Brian Parr and Kelly
Bastian (youth member)

We appreciate the willingness of all members
who agreed to be nominated for the slate
of nominees.
We also appreciate the service of outgoing
council members: Rich Weiss, Tim
Bastian and Lynn Duffy. Well done, good
and faithful servants!
*Report from the Steering Committee
*Presentation of
reports

leadership

and

The meeting adjourned at 12:34 p.m.

committee

Please pick up your box of offering envelopes
located on the pews in front of the parlor. They
are arranged in alphabetical order by last name. If
you do not find a box with your name, please write
your name, current address on the tablet and a
new box of envelopes will be prepared for you.

End of Year Contributions
Please note end of year donations may be made
through Friday, December 31, 2021, to receive
credit for 2021. We will also accept mail
postmarked by December 31.
Thank you for your regular and additional gifts to
help with the church operating expenses and
benevolences.

Are You On The List of Those Who Served??
Did you know the Music and Worship Committee has been updating the
record books of Zion members who served in the military - are we missing
you or another member of Zion?? Get on the list and provide Zion with a
more complete history for our record books and storytelling. We thank all
Zion members for their service!
We ask you to submit to the church office: full name, rank, years of service
(date range), branch of service, service status (ex. Active, retired, veteran,
guard/reserve), military campaign(s) if applicable (ex. OIF, Vietnam, Gulf War, etc.), whether the
individual is deceased, as well as submitting a photograph (if available).
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Pastor’s Ponderings
And here we are,
December…where
did
the time go? I feel like it
was only a couple of
days ago that I was
writing my article for
January. I remember hearing my grandparents
talk about how quickly time passes and wondering
what in the world they meant. I thought an hour
was a lifetime. Now I cringe that there are only so
many hours in which I can do things. (Maybe my
desire to relax wins the war over productivity too
often – that’s a conversation between Craig and
myself).
This year, musically, I think has been very good for
Zion.
There’s a beautiful new piano in the
sanctuary. We had the opportunity of having many
different musicians assist in our services. Bells’
Angels is making music with 10 ringers. We have
introduced handbells to the ‘little kids’ Sunday
school class. Most importantly we have survived.
I have been speaking with friends of mine who
attend other churches and I have found it
interesting how each of our churches have
navigated the response to Covid. While there are
similarities between elements, there has not been
any uniformity. I have heard about a lot of unrest
and even several that have experienced full
breakdowns between the musicians and even the
congregations. I am very thankful that Zion has
thus far avoided that pitfall. While there are
differing opinions about how to proceed forward, I
am extremely grateful that so far was have moved
through this time as a family. I thank each of you.
Looking forward. Christmas is coming and there
will be music. We are working on a surprise for a
Sunday service this month. I think everyone will be
very excited about what is coming. There will be a
short musical prelude Christmas Eve for the
evening services. I am excited about the music this
year and cannot wait for you all to be part of the
services. I just realized, there is yet another
surprise that you will get to experience on
Christmas Eve.
I hope each of you has a blessed month.
Blessings,
Bill Fisher Deimler, Minister of Music
Zionmusic1753@gmail.com

Continued from front page.
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the
day is now nearly over. So he went in to stay with
them. When he was at the table with them, he took
bread, blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized
him; and he vanished from their sight. They said
to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within
us, while he was talking to us…while he was
opening the scriptures to us?”
My overall wish is that you find time to immerse
yourself in G-d’s word, through daily reading of the
scriptures. It is through the scripture that G-d has
communicated G-d’s presence, G-d’s purposes,
and, of course G-d’s greatest gift – the gift of his
son, Jesus Christ. Certainly we do look forward to
the celebration of the coming of Christ enfleshed in
the birth in Bethlehem. But Advent is also a time to
remember, anticipate, and prepare for the
promised coming of Christ at the end of time.
May you truly know that the baby born in a
manger, Immanuel, “God With Us” is the greatest
gift you will ever receive – the gift of hope, peace,
joy and love that burns within your heart, and
warms you throughout the Christmas season.
Merry Christmas from my family to yours.
Blessings to you,
Pastor Dave

Outreach Ministries
Hummelstown Food Pantry
• Canned vegetables
• Pork & beans
• Turkey gravy
• Spam
•Corned Beef Hash

Thank you for your continued
support and donations. Your food donations are
greatly appreciated.
Financial gifts are welcome!
Please mail your check to the church address.
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Excerpts from Zion’s History

More tidbits from our Zion historical research:


In the early half of the 1900’s, Church Decorator was an official position and approved by Church
Council...and they were always male! In more modern times, this has become a volunteer position and traditionally filled by a female member of the Congregation. This position is currently
undertaken by Jill Kiessling who along with a group of volunteers give their time and talents to
decorating the church for holiday seasons.

In recently discovered Council minutes from 1855 to the late 1880’s, we have found the following
fun facts:


Throughout the early years of the church, the male members of the Congregation were addressed
as ‘brother.’



Throughout the early years of the Church, Church Council only met quarterly.



In 1855, the Church hired a grave digger and the cemetery was referred to the burying ground.



In August 1857, the Congregation approved the building of a parsonage as soon as practicable.



In May 1859, Council approved a petition be presented to the Old Penna Synod asking for discharge for the purpose of connecting with the East Penna Synod. Council also approved a motion
to enter into a regular understanding with the Union Deposit and the Hill congregations composing this charge in relation to the Parson of the charge. (This understanding assessed how
much each congregation would pay toward the Parson’s salary.)



In October 1859, Church Council resolved to discontinue the practice of feasting at funerals because they deemed it out of place and unscriptural. “It is better to go to the house of mourning
than the house of feasting.”



In July 1860, Council minutes record that it is the duty of every person removing their friends
from the graveyard to fill in the grave again with the ground level to the ground.
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With Appreciation
From Love INC…
Social Ministry donated a basket for this auction.

From Liz Wille...
“Partners with Christ”
Thank you again for all your
donations of shampoos, conditioner, body wash, 9 volt batteries, reading glasses, toothpaste,
tooth brushes and also the
$100 donation. Christ Lutheran
is very appreciative.
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Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:
Patricia Swigart
Celebrates 85 years
December 6, 2021
Mrs. Patricia Swigart
2101 Ellis Avenue
Huntington, PA 16652

Dolores Hoffman
Celebrates 83 years
December 9, 2021
Mrs. Dolores Hoffman
8018 Evelyn Street
Hummelstown, PA
17036

Barbara Holmes
Celebrates 82 years
December 13, 2021
Ms. Barbara Holmes
609 West High Street
Hummelstown, PA
17036

Jacquelyn Fox
Celebrates 88 years
December 26, 2021
Mrs. Jacquelyn Fox
20 Runyon Road
Hummelstown, PA
17036

Charles Speraw
Celebrates 80 years
December 6, 2021
Mr. Charles Speraw
41 Bromley Court
Hershey , PA 17033

Ellen Miller
Celebrates 85 years
December 12, 2021
Mrs. Ellen Miller
50 Sterling Court
Hummelstown, PA
17036

Vera Thompson
Celebrates 91 years
December 22, 2021
Mrs. Vera Thompson
264 West High Street
Hummelstown, PA
17036

James Stough
Celebrates 81 years
December 31, 2021
Mr. James Stough
1134 Cord Drive
Hummelstown, PA
17036

Poinsettia Orders
Please use one form per dedication.
Completed forms may be placed in the offering plate or dropped off at the
church office. Each poinsettia is $10.00. The deadline to place your order is
Monday, December 13, 2021. Additional forms are available in the narthex or
from the church office.
In honor of: ___________________________________________________________
In memory of: __________________________________________________________
Dedicated by: __________________________________________________________
Phone/Email: __________________________________________________________
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December Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Contacting Pastor Dave
Please contact him for pastoral care concerns
by email,
revschreff@hotmail.com or cell phone
717-802-2749.

Thursday
2

9:00 AM Food Pan- 6:30 PM
try
Cheng's Karate
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of God
5:00 PM Advent
Soup & Sandwich
Meals
6:30 PM Advent
Mid-Week Worship
Service
7:00 PM Bell's
Angels
7:00 PM Brass
Works Rehearsal
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Friday
3

Saturday
4

Church Office
Closed

5

6

7

8

Advent 2
8:00 AM Live Streamed Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
9:15 AM Sunday SchoolAdult Class
9:15 AM Sunday School Children & Youth
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
3:00 PM Hummelstown Holiday Happenings Festival Half
Hour Concert
4:00 PM Hummelstown Holiday Happenings Festival Half
Hour Concert
6:30 PM Girl Scouts Troop
11057
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
6:30 PM Worship
& Music Committee
7:30 PM AA

5:00 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:00 PM Property
6:30 PM Christian Ed
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food Pan- 2:00 PM ATCC
try
6:30 PM Cheng's
10:30 AM Wonder- Karate
ful Women of God
5:00 PM Advent
Soup & Sandwich
Meals
5:00 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM Advent
Mid-Week Worship
Service
7:00 PM Bell's
Angels
7:00 PM Brass
Works Rehearsal

10
Church Office
Closed
1:00 PM Organ
Tuning
4:00 PM LARK
Theatre Studio

12

13

14

15

16

17

Advent 3
8:00 AM Live Streamed Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
9:15 AM Sunday SchoolAdult Class
9:15 AM Sunday School Children & Youth
9:30 AM Confirmation Class
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
12:00 PM Zion Youth Group
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
7:30 PM AA

6:30 PM Stewardship
7:30 PM AA
7:30 PM Preschool Board via
Zoom

9:00 AM Food Pantry
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of God
5:00 PM Advent
Soup & Sandwich
Meals
6:30 PM Advent
Mid-Week Worship
Service
7:00 PM Bell's
Angels
7:00 PM Brass
Works Rehearsal

6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
6:30 PM Congregation Council

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed
9:00 AM Men's
Breakfast
11:00 AM LARK
Theatre Studio
2:00 PM ZYG/
ZYJ Mini Cookie
Lockin

11
Church Office
Closed

18
Church Office
Closed

Calendar continues on the next page.
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December Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

19

20

Advent 4
8:00 AM Live Streamed Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
9:15 AM Sunday SchoolAdult Class
9:15 AM Sunday School Children & Youth
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
6:30 PM Girl Scouts Troop
11057
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
7:30 PM AA
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
7:30 PM AA

26

27

Christmas 1
9:30 AM Lessons & Carols
Worship Service w/ Holy Communion
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
7:30 PM AA
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
7:30 PM AA

Sunday School in Recess for
Children & Adults.

21

28

Wednesday
22

23

Thursday

Friday

24

9:00 AM Food
6:30 PM Cheng's Christmas Eve
Pantry
Karate
Church Office
10:30 AM WonClosed
derful Women of
5:00 PM Family
God
Worship Service
7:00 PM Bell's
(Live Streamed)
Angels
7:15 PM Music
7:00 PM Brass
Prelude
Works Rehearsal
7:30 PM Candlelight Worship
Service (Live
Streamed)
9:45 PM Music
Prelude
10:00 PM Worship Service

29

30

Saturday
25
Christmas Day

Church Office
Closed

31

9:00 AM Food
6:30 PM Cheng's Church Office
Pantry
Karate
Closed
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God
7:00 PM Bell's
Angels
7:00 PM Brass
Works Rehearsal
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Zion Messenger
Worship Services of Holy Communion
8:00 & 10:30 am
Live Stream & In Person
Sunday School in Recess
The Rev. David J. Schreffler, Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/zluth/

January 2022
Newsletter
Deadline is:

Monday
December 20, 2021

YouTube: Search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church-Hummelstown,” then subscribe.

100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

December 2021

If you would like to receive the newsletter
by email, please call the church office at
(717)566-2589.
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