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I was listening to a story recently where the
author Jeff Chu described an experience he
went through at Princeton Theological
Seminary, an experience called “Farminary”.
His class went to a compost heap and were
told to dig around it and find new life. He
thought this was a disgusting request. But
looking through the compost he did find new
life – new growth here and there within the
pile of death and decay. Here is a quote from
author Chu:
“Truth is, I’m not sure how to find the right
balance between struggling with what’s wrong
and honoring what’s right, mourning death
and celebrating birth. How do we faithfully
acknowledge the fullness of reality—
incalculable grief and enduring joy as well as
gratitude both for what we’ve lost and for
what we still have? Each of us struggles in our
own way to find that equilibrium. The thing
that I want to resist is toxic positivity, that
relentless fixation on the sun when you’re
standing in the midst of a rainstorm. To be
human is to hold both the happy and the sad,
the good and the bad. I know that, amidst
difficulty, appreciating what’s good in the
world can be the ballast I need to keep me
steady. To recognize what’s beautiful, to
express thanksgiving—this can be our
defiance against despair and our investment
in hope, but it’s only healthy if we don’t
pretend that things are better than they
actually are. We must help write a narrative of
hope amid the world’s narratives of
despair.”
(Jeff
Chu,
co-author
of
“Wholehearted Faith”, with Rachel Held
Evans)
I raise this story to you this day as a metaphor
for life in this strange world in which we live.
We live in a world surrounded by death and
decay with Covid 19 continuing to linger with

new variants and ever-present illness. And
every year we find ourselves just a little older
and a little poorer. But within all of this loss and
decay there is life – new life. Again, in a quote
from Jeff Chu: “In our acts of love, we
participate in preparing the soil in which God’s
reign of love and justice can take root.”
We begin 2022 in similar circumstances as we
began 2021 – we face closures and cancellations
due to Covid, we have lost loved ones due to
illness and age, and we ache for some normalcy
in life, in church and in our families. We read in
scripture that G-d has a plan for us and wonder
what that plan might be for this year, since last
year turned out to be nothing like we had
hoped.
Epiphany arrives on January 6th, the day after
the twelve-day celebration of Christmas. The
English word “Epiphany” comes from the Greek
word epiphaneia, which means “appearing”.
Epiphany focuses on G-d’s self-revelation in
Christ. On the day of Epiphany, we pay
attention to the visit of the Magi, and we also
pay attention to the baptism of Jesus, especially
the voice that comes from heaven that identifies
Jesus as G-d’s Son. In both cases, the emphasis
is upon G-d becoming known to the world
through Jesus, the divine Son.

The theological essence of Epiphany is found in
2 Timothy 1:10: “And now he has made all of
this plain to us by the appearing (epiphaneia) of
Christ Jesus, our Savior”. If you were to read
this verse in Greek, you’d find the word
epiphaneia where we have the word
“appearing”. G-d has made “all of this” plain to
us through the epiphany of Christ. But what is
“all of this”? We find an answer earlier in 2
Timothy:
Continued on page 6.
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Worship News

Sunday Services
We are practicing safe distancing during the COVID pandemic. We ask you to comply with the following guidelines to keep yourself and everyone as safe as possible:
Face masks are suggested if not fully vaccinated. All worship leaders will wear masks.

Physical distancing is required. Please be aware of the six-foot distancing rule.
Offering may be placed in the plate at the rear, center aisle when you enter the worship space. The usher will
remind you to leave your envelope before taking you to the pew.

Worship Services in
January
January 2, 2022
2 Christmas
January 9, 2022

Baptism of Our Lord
January 16, 2022
2 Epiphany
January 23, 2022
3 Epiphany
January 30, 2022
4 Epiphany
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Zion Family & Youth UPdates
A Note from Pastor Laura
2 Corinthians 5:17-18 “So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new! All this is
from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation.”
January is an exciting time of year because
everything seems new. It is a new year full of new
opportunities. Culturally, we look at the year
ahead with great expectation. It seems like
everyone's buzzing about new years’ resolutions.
People are either stating their realistic or lofty
goals or they are boasting about not making any
resolutions.



ZYG (Youth in 6-12th Grade) every 2nd
Sunday @12pm (1/9). Lunch, games, lesson,
and ministry projects.



ZYJ (Youth in 3-5th grade) every 2nd Sunday
@ 12pm (1/9). Lunch, games, lesson, and
ministry projects.



Look For-Children’s Ministry Table in the
rear of the Sanctuary.. Please do not return
crayons or busy bags. Your children can keep
these items and bring them to worship each
week.



Family Gathering (for families and
individuals of all ages) January 23 we will
gather to make Soft Pretzels and learn about
Prayer.



Check out our Instagram for
Photos of Events. Look for
ZionFamilyandYouth



Contacting Pastor Laura
zionfamilyandyouth1753@gmail.com



Children's Church (for children ages
Toddler-5th Grade) Children at the 10:30 am
service are invited to walk to the parlor with
Pastor Laura following the puppet show to
have fun at Children's Church during the
sermon. Children will return to the sanctuary
in time to have communion with their
families. If you are interested in assisting with
Children's Church and/or have any questions,
please
contact
Pastor
Laura
zionfamilyandyouth1753@gmail.com.

As I think about the new year, I am reminded of
these verses from 2 Corinthians where Paul
reminds us that in Jesus we are a new creation.
We are not made new because of goals set and
achieved or because of some great mission work
we accomplish, or anything else we do. We are
made new because of Jesus and HIS love.
As you face the year ahead, whether you look
ahead with joy or dread, I invite you to remember
you are forgiven and loved and that God is
making all things new in and through you
because of Jesus.
Pastor Laura Shelley
Family and Youth Minister



Table Talks every week via email, FB, and
YouTube!



Pastor Laura is looking for volunteers
to be pen pals with preschoolers. Volunteers
will be matched to one of our preschoolers
and given the child's first name and birthdate.
We will be setting up a special mailbox area
for congregation members and preschoolers
to send each other cards, letters, and
drawings. To volunteer or for more
information contact Pastor
Laura zionfamilyandyouth1753@gmail.com.
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Christmas Eve

From
The Hummelstown
Business & Professional
Association…
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Council News
The
Congregation
Council met on Dec.
16, 2021.
Patricia
Graybill
provided
Advent
devotions on God
using
ordinary,
“flawed” people to do
his work.
Lynn Knepp provided
a written financial statement that was accepted
by council. Council approved paying the Ministry
to Others (budget line items 701-713) during the
month of December.

Pastor Schreffler provided a verbal report and
Pastor Shelley provided a written report.
Rich Weiss provided the President’s Report. Rich
expressed his thanks to all council members for
their help as he navigated the last few very busy
years.
Written reports were submitted by the Property,
Social Ministry and Worship and Music
committees.
Beth Rager provided a verbal report for the Youth
Advisory Committee with updates on the Angel
Tree Project and the 2022 Youth Gathering. The
Christian Education and Stewardship committees
did not meet this month. David Ranck described
how the Property Committee is trying to move
more measuredly due to expense and demands
on the committee members, and he gave an
update on all the various door repairs/safety
renovations.
Council approved having only one service, at 9:30
a.m., on Sunday, December 26, which will be a
service of lessons and carols.
Rich Weiss indicated that two people are needed
to serve as our representatives at the Synod
Assembly.
Rich Weiss thanked outgoing council members
Tim Bastian and Lynn Duffy and welcomed
incoming members Jake Kiessling, Sandy
McCord and Brian Parr.

Council Installation
Sunday, January 2, 2022
10:30 am
All Council members are to plan to attend the
January 2, 2022, 10:30 am worship service for
installation at the start of the new term of
Council.

Christian Education
First Communion Classes
Pastor Dave will be
offering First
Communion Classes
beginning January 16
during the Sunday
School Hour (9:15 am
to 10:00 am,
classroom to be determined). First Communion
Classes are for any children ages 5 and up. See
Pastor Dave for more information

Wonderful Women of God
We will be starting up
again Wednesday,
January 19, 2022 at
10:30 am in the Demey
Library

Adult Sunday School
We will meet again on January 9, 2022, we will
meet again and continue our Christmas
celebration with a discussion of our favorite
carols.

The following were elected officers: Patricia
Graybill, president; James Kelly, vice president
(re-elected); Jake Kiessling, secretary; and Lynn
Knepp, treasurer.
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Pastor’s Ponderings
Continued from front page.
“For God saved us and called us to live a holy life.
He did this, not because we deserved it, but
because that was his plan from before the
beginning of time-to show us his grace through
Christ Jesus."
All of this, you see, is G-d’s plan, and G-d’s grace.
In other words, through Jesus, G-d not only reveals
G-d’s-self to us, but also reveals G-d’s plan to save
us, a plan that centers in G-d’s grace. The gracious
plan of G-d reflects and confirms G-d’s gracious
character. As such, even when life presents us with
more and more trouble and loss, G-d’s grace is
sufficient for each day so that we may endure both
the good and the bad. If we want to know G-d, we
must turn our eyes to Jesus. In his words and
deeds, and most of all in his death, Jesus reveals Gd to us. As such we can live into 2022 with these
words of Jeff Chu once again ringing in our ears:
‘To recognize what’s beautiful, to express
thanksgiving—this can be our defiance against
despair and our investment in hope, but it’s only
healthy if we don’t pretend that things are better
than they actually are. We must help write a
narrative of hope amid the world’s narratives of
despair.”

News and Notes:

Outreach Ministries
Hummelstown Food Pantry
• Canned vegetables
• Pork & beans
• Turkey gravy
• Spam
•Corned Beef Hash

Thank you for your continued support and
donations. Your food donations are greatly
appreciated. Financial gifts are welcome!
Please mail your check to the church address.

Glove, Hat & Scarf Drive
The hat, glove & scarf drive is
in full swing. Please look for
sales, make your purchases
and bring in your donations,
adding them to the “glove
tree” in the Chapel alcove.
This drive continues through
the end of February 2022.
So far, we have collected 87
pairs of gloves, 6 scarves and 88 hats. . Let’s help
keep others warm this winter.

Confirmation begins again Sunday January 9
Bible Study: Wonderful Women of God Bible study
begins January 19
Wednesday morning at 10:30 am
Ash Wednesday is March 2
Easter Sunday is April 17
Blessings to you,
Pastor Dave

Contacting Pastor Dave
Please contact him for pastoral care concerns by
email,
revschreff@hotmail.com or cell phone
717-802-2749.

Blood Drive, Sunday, January 30,
2022 8:00 am – 2:00 pm.
The Central Penn Blood
Bank will be on site at
Zion to receive donations
of blood. Please note the
extended hours to allow
for social distancing, etc.
You will need to wear a
mask. Please register by
calling 1-800-771-0059
or registering online at
717giveblood.org.
No
registrations
will
be
taken through the church office or via clipboards
on Sunday mornings prior to the drive. Walk ins
welcomed.
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Excerpts from Zion’s History

This is the final installment of historical tidbit’s gleaned from the Church Council minutes in
the late 1800’s.


In December 1862 the last of the German services, which were held on Sunday evenings,
were discontinued and all services were in English from thereon.



In September 1866 Council authorized payment of $20 for grapevine trees to be planted on
church property. There is no mention of what the grapes would be used for or if wine would
be made for use at Communion. Additional grapevines were purchased several years later.



In April 1867 Council authorized the Pastor to recommend that families sit together in the
same pew. Council also authorized the Pastor to forbid all persons leaving the church in a
disorderly manner or remaining in the vestibule during the divine service.



In November 1869 Council agreed that to raise funds the pews should be rented and paid
quarterly in advance and that they should be free at funerals. The renting of the pews was
approved in a congregational meeting by a vote of 12 in favor and 10 opposed starting in
January 1870. This was later rescinded in February 1871.



In January 1874 Council authorized the purchase of a spittoon for the pulpit platform.



In June 1875 specific instructions were given that no more than one tune unfamiliar to a
majority of the congregation shall be sung during any one service and that such new tune
shall be sung only in connection with the second hymn.
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Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.
Please send your greeting cards to:

Jon Gardner
Celebrates 82 years
January 9, 2022
Mr. Jon Gardner
1197 Jill Drive
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Naomi Lynn Boehler
Celebrates 86 years
January 30, 2022
Mrs. Naomi Lynn Boehler
14 Runyon Road
Hummelstown, PA 17036

Newman Stare
Celebrates 81 years
January 24, 2022
Mr. Newman Stare
7970 Chambers Hill Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Men’s Breakfast
All men of the church are invited for a time of
fellowship on January 8, 2022 at 9:00 am in
Leatherman Hall. Come enjoy a good breakfast and
great conversation. Sign up in the narthex. If you
have any questions, contact Scott Eisenbise (717)
856-0644
or
Pastor
Laura
zionfamilyandyouth1753@gmail.com.
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January Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Happy New
Year!
Church Office
Closed

2

3

4

5

6

Christmas 2
8:00 AM Live Streamed Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:30 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
7:30 PM AA

Church Office
Closed
4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
7:30 PM AA

6:00 PM Proper- 9:00 AM Food
ty
Pantry
6:30 PM Chris- 7:00 PM Brass
tian Ed
Works Rehearsal
7:30 PM AA

6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate

9

10

11

12

13

Baptism of Our Lord
8:00 AM Live Streamed
Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
9:15 AM Sunday SchoolAdult Class
9:15 AM Sunday School Children & Youth
9:30 AM Confirmation Class
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:30 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
12:00 PM Zion Youth Group
6:30 PM Girl Scouts Troop
11057
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
6:30 PM Worship
& Music Committee
7:30 PM AA

6:30 PM Stewardship
7:30 PM AA
7:30 PM Preschool Board via
Zoom

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
7:00 PM Brass
Works Rehearsal

6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate

16

17

18

19

20

Epiphany 2
8:00 AM Live Streamed Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
9:15 AM Sunday SchoolAdult Class
9:15 AM Sunday School Children & Youth
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:30 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
7:30 PM AA
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God
5:30 PM Evangelism
7:00 PM Bell's
Angels
7:00 PM Brass
Works Rehearsal

6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
6:30 PM Congregation Council

7
Church Office
Closed

14
Church Office
Closed

21
Church Office
Closed

8
Church Office
Closed
9:00 AM Men's
Breakfast

15
Church Office
Closed

22
Church Office
Closed

Church Office Closed
Monday, January 3, 2022
We will reopen Tuesday, January 4, 2022
Calendar continues on the next page.
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January Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

23

24

25

26

27

Epiphany 3
8:00 AM Live Streamed Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
9:15 AM Sunday SchoolAdult Class
9:15 AM Sunday School Children & Youth
9:30 AM Confirmation Class
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:30 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
6:30 PM Girl Scouts Troop
11057
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM
Cheng's Karate
7:30 PM AA

7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
6:30 PM Cheng's
Pantry
Karate
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God
7:00 PM Bell's
Angels
7:00 PM Brass
Works Rehearsal

30

31

Epiphany 4
7:45 AM Blood Drive
8:00 AM Live Streamed Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
9:15 AM Sunday SchoolAdult Class
9:15 AM Sunday School Children & Youth
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:30 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM
Cheng's Karate
7:30 PM AA

Friday
28
Church Office
Closed

Saturday
29
Church Office
Closed

Church Directory
If you ordered pictures and have not received
them, you can call UCD’s home office at 1-888742-5823 to inquire about them. There is a
process for the directory itself. Pastor Laura and
Kris Eisenbise completed the design guide and
mailed it in November 12, 2021. This process was
completed after folks had pictures taken (to
include other locations at later dates). The
company received the guide on November 15. It
takes about 20 days for us to receive a proof copy
which Pastor Laura and Kris will review. Once we
sign off on the proof it will take up to another 20
days before we receive the directories. If you have
further questions, feel free to ask Pastor Laura
zionfamilyandyouth1753@gmail.com.
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Zion Messenger
Worship Services of Holy Communion
8:00 & 10:30 am
Live Stream & In Person
Sunday School in Recess
The Rev. David J. Schreffler, Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/zluth/

February 2022
Newsletter
Deadline is:

Monday
January 24, 2022

YouTube: Search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church-Hummelstown,” then subscribe.

100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

January 2022

If you would like to receive the newsletter
by email, please call the church office at
(717)566-2589.
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