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Grace. Can You Hear Me Now?
On the day I preached on the Gospel lesson
about the wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11) – on
the day I preached about how G-d gives each
one of us gallons upon gallons of Grace, I
guarantee you some very un-Graceful things
happened in our community, in our country
and in our world. I understand that, although
G-d is prodigal with Grace for you and for me
and for all of G-d’s children, we tend to be
very Graceless toward each other. And every
day we see this gracelessness play out again
and again.
Since the day I preached on how G-d gives
each one of us 180 gallons of Grace each and
every day, someone lost a family member or
friend to this terrible pandemic. We come into
this life expecting to live long, fruitful lives –
we do not come into this world thinking our
life will be snuffed out so quickly or in such a
random manner.

Since the day I preached how Jesus offers us
180 gallons of Grace to drink up each and
every day, people in every congregation from
Zion Lutheran Hummelstown, to Trinity UMC
to the myriad other Zions Trinities in our
Synod, someone made a Graceless comment
to another member who is now so upset they
question whether Grace even exists.
There is a lesson to learn about Grace – and
that lesson is this:
For G-d – Grace required sacrificing G-d’s
Son.
For Us – Grace requires us to avoid the urge
to sacrifice each other.
Either way Grace is extraordinarily costly.
And because it is extraordinarily costly we
cannot cheapen it through misuse and abuse.
You see, Grace, the Grace G-d so generously
gives to you and me, was given to us at a great
price: G-d gave G-d’s only Son – handed him
over to men and to women to be killed for our
Salvation. We were purchased by G-d through
the price of G-d’s Son, Jesus. The Grace we
receive – the gallon upon gallon upon gallon
of Grace is Priceless. And G-d just gives it
away, prodigally – G-d is extravagantly

wasteful (for that is what Prodigal means) with
this Grace.
Do we cherish this Grace? And, do we then
share it with others? Or, do we hoard it? Do we
parse it out here and there as if we need people
to earn it from us?
If G-d handled Grace like that, parsed it out
here and there for only people who earned it to
receive, G-d would never have a need to give
away one drop. G-d would be drowning in G-d’s
own Grace. But G-d does not expect us to earn
that Grace – G-d has shared or wasted it upon
us before we even have the thought to ask. Oh,
how G-d wants us to be just as wasteful with
Grace as G-d is……
But we aren’t. We expect others to be as
“mindful” as we think WE are – as “faithful” as
we think WE are – as “generous” “religious”
“kind” and “thoughtful” as we think WE are. So,
we don’t dare offer a drop where we think
someone doesn’t deserve it. So we drown in our
own gallons of Grace “gurgling” and “choking”
in our own “smug” denial of Grace. And that,
my friends, is wasted Grace – wasteful Grace –
a waste of the Grace showered upon you and
me. My friends, G-d weeps when we hoard Gd’s Grace for ourselves.
Next time I decide to preach on Grace, I may
hesitate for a moment, thinking “What’s the
Use?” But I will preach on Grace again and
again and again – because we all need to be
reminded of the extreme cost of our Salvation –
the costly Grace G-d has showered upon us.
And we all need reminded that we cannot
cheapen this Grace by hoarding it for ourselves.
Blessings to you,
Pastor Dave

Contacting Pastor Dave
Please contact him for pastoral care concerns
By cell phone 717-802-2749
By email revschreff@hotmail.com
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Worship News

Sunday Services
We are practicing safe distancing during the COVID pandemic. We ask you to comply with the following guidelines to keep yourself and everyone as safe as possible:
Face masks are suggested if not fully vaccinated. All worship leaders will wear masks.
Physical distancing is required. Please be aware of the six-foot distancing rule.
Offering may be placed in the plate at the rear, center aisle when you enter the worship space. The usher will
remind you to leave your envelope before taking you to the pew.

Worship Services in
February
February 6, 2022
Epiphany 5
February 13, 2022
Epiphany 6
February 20, 2022
Epiphany 7
February 27, 2022
Transfiguration of Our Lord

Ash Wednesday
On Ash Wednesday,
March 2, 2022, Pastor
Dave will be offering
individual imposition
of ashes during the
lunch hour, 12:00 pm
to 1:00 pm in the church parlor. No need to
sign up – just come to the church parlor during the lunch hour.
Pastor Dave will also be offering “take-home”
ashes to be used during our 7:00 pm evening
in-person and “Live-streamed” Ash Wednesday Service. Take-home ashes are available
for pick up at the church office.
2

Zion Family & Youth UPdates
A Note from Pastor Laura
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests
to God. And the peace of God, which transcends
all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.”
February, although it is a short month, can be a
really HARD month and feel extremely LONG. I
recall a daycare provider telling me once that
February is the hardest month to have a daycare.
Here in Pennsylvania, February is often the
coldest month. With less opportunities to be
outside moving and soaking up the sunshine,
February can be tough!
When life gets tough, whether it's from a long
cold month of February or because of other life
happenings and situations, we can turn to God.
In fact, in all life situations, the absolute best
thing we can do is pray. It is in prayer that we
find and experience that peace of God which
transcends all understanding. So this month, in
every situation, pray!



ZYG (Youth in 6-12th Grade) every 2nd
Sunday @12pm (2/13). Lunch, games, lesson,
and ministry projects.



ZYJ (Youth in 3-5th grade) every 2nd Sunday
@ 12pm (2/13). Lunch, games, lesson, and
ministry projects.



Look For-Children’s Ministry Table in the
rear of the Sanctuary. Please do not return
crayons or busy bags. Your children can keep
these items and bring them to worship each
week.



Family Gathering (for families and
individuals of all ages) February 27 the Youth
going to the Gathering this summer will be
having basket raffle and jambalaya sale. Enjoy
the Mardi Gras festivities and support our
youth.



Children's Church (for children ages
Toddler-5th Grade) Children at the 10:30 am
service are invited to walk to the parlor with
Pastor Laura following the puppet show to
have fun at Children's Church during the
sermon. Children will return to the sanctuary
in time to have communion with their
families. If you are interested in assisting with
Children's Church and/or have any questions,
please
contact
Pastor
Laura
zionfamilyandyouth1753@gmail.com.



Check out our Instagram for
Photos of Events. Look for
ZionFamilyandYouth



Contacting Pastor Laura
zionfamilyandyouth1753@gmail.com

Pastor Laura Shelley
Family and Youth Minister


Table Talks every week via email, FB, and
YouTube!



Preschool Connections This Christmas,
we gifted a book that tells the story of Jesus'
birth to our Preschoolers. We are also starting
a Pen Pal program. If you would like to be a
Pen Pal of one of our preschoolers, please let
pastor Laura know.
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Stewardship
The Stewardship Committee is
continuing "The Gifting Tree"
campaign for 2022. This
campaign is to help bridge the
gap for incidentals in the
church budget. Please pick
your donation leaf(s) off the
tree, newsletter insert, or
bulletin insert. We have
provided
Gifting
Tree
envelopes in the Narthex to be
placed in the church offering
plate or please fill out the
donation form in the church
newsletter or bulletin. We
would like to personally thank
you, so please let us know by
filling out your information in
the gifting binder or by
mailing it to the church office.

Many thanks to
Mr. Brian Foster at Picture
Perfect Productions in
Hummelstown, for the much
appreciated donation of 20
boxes of copy paper to the
church office.
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Council News

Youth Advisory

The Congregation Council met on January 20,
2022.

Gift Basket Silent Auction 2022

Patricia Graybill provided devotions reminding
us that God’s message of love will allow us to cast
out hate and not be afraid.
Lynn Knepp provided a written treasurer’s report
that was accepted by council. Council approved
end-of-year gifts to staff members and Council
resolved to transfer the Rebekah Hummel Trust
Fund ($164) to the Hummelstown Historical
Society, pending review of the underlying trust
documents for confirmation that no further legal
steps are necessary to effectuate the transfer.

Pastor Schreffler and Pastor
provided written reports.

Shelley

each

Patricia Graybill provided the President’s Report
and reviewed current council liaisons to
committees.
Written reports were submitted by the Property,
Worship and Music, and Christian Education
committees. Beth Rager provided a written
report for the Youth Advisory Committee after
the meeting which was circulated by Jacob
Kiessling to council members the day after the
January 20th meeting. There will be a fundraiser
event held on February 27th. The Worship and
Music Committee reported that Bill and Dan have
expressed that they are confident the work done
to-date on the organ. Steering Committee
continues to meet to determine main priorities
for future renovations and other needs. David
Ranck outlined the Property Committee’s efforts
with respect to new locks on the doors, heating
elements on the roof that need repair, and snow
removal matters.

Advisory
Committee is looking for
donations of gift baskets
to be raffled off as a
fundraiser for the 2022
Youth
Gathering
in
Minneapolis! This year’s
basket auction will be a
hybrid of an in-person
silent auction and a livestreamed auction where
people can bid against
each other! This exciting
new combination will keep things Covid safe and
still give everyone a chance to have fun bidding
on the creative baskets that are donated by our
generous congregation. We’ll have signup sheets
available in the narthex and in Leatherman Hall
so you can sign up to donate a basket while you
enjoy some fellowship and goodies! Need ideas
for a basket?? How about a craft Basket full of
arts and crafts items….or a Lottery Ticket
Basket….or a Gardening Themed Basket with
seeds and gardening tools….the possibilities are
endless! Completed baskets should be returned
to the church office by February 13th so they can
be displayed for everyone to start picking out
their favorites and start bidding on some of them
too! The final bids and live stream auction will
take place on Sunday February 27th, hosted by
our youth who will be attending the Youth
Gathering!
The

Youth

In addition to the basket auction, the Youth
Advisory Committee will be offering quarts of our
now famous Jambalaya for sale! Look for signup
sheets for this delicious Mardi Gras treat in the
narthex and Leatherman Hall and get signed up
soon as there will be a limited quantity available
to take home on Sunday February 27th! And no
Mardi Gras celebration would be complete
without a delicious variation on the traditional
King Cake! We will have King Cake Pops and Cup
Cakes available to purchase after the church
services on the 27th. All proceeds from the
Jambalaya and King Cake Pops / King Cake
Cupcakes will help to send our youth to the Youth
Gathering this summer!
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Outreach Ministries
Hummelstown Food Pantry
• Saltine crackers
• Pork & beans
• Vegetable oil
• Evaporated milk
•Instant oatmeal

Thank you for your continued support and
donations. Your food donations are greatly
appreciated. Financial gifts are welcome! Please
mail your check to the church address.

Glove, Hat & Scarf Drive
Is in full swing. Please
look for sales, make your
purchases and bring in
your donations, adding
them to the “glove tree” in
the Chapel alcove. This
drive continues through
the end of February 2022.
So far, we have collected
116 pairs of gloves, 12 scarves and 116 hats.
Let’s help keep others warm this winter.

Lenten Sock Drive
Socks are one of the items most needed by the
homeless and transient population. Help us
reach our goal of 500 pairs of men’s white socks!
Bring your donations to the narthex and place
them in the large sock
starting Sunday,
February 13, 2022 through April 10, 2022, Palm
Sunday. Socks will be divided between Christ
Lutheran Harrisburg and the Bethesda Mission.

Christian Education
First Communion Classes

Pastor Dave will be offering First Communion
Classes beginning February 16 during the Sunday
School Hour (9:15 am to 10:00 am, classroom to
be determined). First Communion Classes are for
any children ages 5 and up. See Pastor Dave for
more information

Wonderful Women of God
The story of Jesus Christ is
about the love of God for every
one of us who puts our trust
and faith in Jesus. Many
people believe that the story of
Jesus has been hijacked by a number of other
stories, stories about Jesus that have nothing to do
with what He came to do. The plot has been lost,
and it’s time to reclaim it.
Join us on Wednesday mornings from 10:30 am to
11:30 am in the Demey Library as we read Rob
Bell’s book “Love Wins” and see how we can
reclaim the loving, contagious message that Jesus
came to teach to our world that desperately needs
to hear it again.

Adult Sunday School
Join us to continue
our journey through
the Bible as we
consider the parallels
of the four Gospels.
How is Matthew,
Mark
and
Luke
different from John? Why? Who was the writer of
each trying to reach with his particular message?
Join our open discussion with coffee!
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With Appreciation
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With Appreciation
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Let’s join together to celebrate these
milestone birthdays.
Thank you for helping to make these
birthdays special.

Paulette Green
Celebrates 86 years
February 1, 2022
Mrs. Paulette Green
Frey Village Room 206
1020 North Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057

Rose Macri
Celebrates 98 years
February 10, 2022
Mrs. Rose Macri
Middletown Home Room 120
999 West Harrisburg Pike
Middletown, PA 17057

Edwin Zimmerman
Celebrates 87 years
February 3, 2022
Mr. Edward Zimmerman
315 Gates Road
Hershey, PA 17033

Betty Kautz
Celebrates 82 years
February 14, 2022
Mrs. Betty Kautz
400 Prospect Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

From Trudy Gobbel...
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February Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday
1

2

Thursday
3

Friday

Saturday

4

5

6:00 PM Proper- 9:00 AM Food
6:30 PM
ty
Pantry
Cheng's Karate
7:30 PM AA
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God
7:00 PM Bell's
Angels
7:00 PM Brass
Works Rehearsal

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

11

12

6

7

8

9

Epiphany 5
8:00 AM Live Streamed Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
9:15 AM Sunday SchoolAdult Class
9:15 AM Sunday School
Children & Youth
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:30 AM Coffee Fellowship
6:30 PM Girl Scouts Troop
11057
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:00 PM Social
Ministry
6:30 PM
Cheng's Karate
6:30 PM Worship & Music
Committee
7:30 PM AA

6:30 PM Stewardship
7:30 PM AA
7:30 PM Preschool Board via
Zoom

9:00 AM Food
2:00 PM ATCC
Pantry
6:30 PM
10:30 AM Won- Cheng's Karate
derful Women of
God
5:00 PM Christian Ed- via
Zoom
5:30 PM Evangelism
7:00 PM Bell's
Angels
7:00 PM Brass
Works Rehearsal

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed
10:30 AM LARK
Theatre Studio
Workshop

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Epiphany 6
8:00 AM Live Streamed Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
9:15 AM Sunday SchoolAdult Class
9:15 AM Sunday School
Children & Youth
9:30 AM Confirmation Class
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:30 AM Coffee Fellowship
Before Worship
12:00 PM Zion Youth Group
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM
Cheng's Karate
7:30 PM AA

7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
Pantry
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God
7:00 PM Bell's
Angels
7:00 PM Brass
Works Rehearsal

6:30 PM
Church Office
Cheng's Karate
Closed
6:30 PM Congregation Council

Church Office
Closed
9:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Epiphany 7
8:00 AM Live Streamed Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
9:15 AM First Communion
Class
9:15 AM Sunday SchoolAdult Class
9:15 AM Sunday School
Children & Youth
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:30 AM Coffee Fellowship
6:30 PM Girl Scouts Troop
11057
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM
Cheng's Karate
7:30 PM AA

7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM Food
6:30 PM
Pantry
Cheng's Karate
10:30 AM Wonderful Women of
God
7:00 PM Bell's
Angels
7:00 PM Brass
Works Rehearsal

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

Happy
Valentine’s
Day
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Pastor Dave is on Vacation
Pastor Dave will be away on vacation from Monday, January 31 –
Friday, February 4, 2022. The Rev. Jim Stough will be available
for any pastoral care emergencies at 717-574-2057.

Calendar continued on the next page.
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February Calendar
Sunday

Monday

27

28

Transfiguration of Our Lord
8:00 AM Live Streamed Worship w/Holy Communion
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
9:15 AM Sunday SchoolAdult Class
9:15 AM Sunday School Children & Youth
9:30 AM Confirmation Class
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy
Communion
11:30 AM Coffee Fellowship
7:30 PM AA

4:30 PM LARK
Theatre Studio
6:30 PM Cheng's
Karate
7:30 PM AA

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Men’s Breakfast

Sundays
9:00 & 11:30 am
Leatherman Hall
Hosted by

All men of the church are invited for a time of
fellowship on February 19, 2022 at 9:00 am in
Leatherman Hall. Come enjoy a good breakfast
and great conversation. Sign up in the narthex.
If you have any questions, contact Scott
Eisenbise (717) 856-0644 or Pastor Laura
zionfamilyandyouth1753@gmail.com.

January- Social Ministry Committee
February- Stewardship Committee
March- Choir
April- Congregation Council

May- Youth Advisory Committee
June- Evangelism Committee
July- Worship & Music Committee
August- Congregation Volunteer
(Sign-up sheet available in July)
September- Kitchen Committee
October- Congregation Council
November- Grateful Ladies of Zion
December- Christian Education Committee

2021 Statements of
Financial Giving
2021
statements
of
financial giving will be
sent out through email /
regular mail to everyone.
Please
review
your
statement with care and
bring any discrepancies to the attention of the
Financial Secretary, John Long, or the church
office. If you would like to pick up your
statement, please contact the church office.
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Zion Messenger
Worship Services of Holy Communion
8:00 & 10:30 am
Live Stream & In Person
Sunday School in Recess
The Rev. David J. Schreffler, Pastor
Church Office: (717) 566-2589
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Website: www.zluth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/zluth/

March 2022
Newsletter
Deadline is:

Monday
February 21, 2022

YouTube: Search “Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church-Hummelstown,” then subscribe.

100 W. Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036

February 2022

If you would like to receive the newsletter
by email, please call the church office at
(717)566-2589.
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